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List of Appendices: 
 

VOLUME 1: 
 

Appendix A:  Part 1 of the Full Environmental Assessment Form Prepared by the 

Project Sponsor dated January 11, 2021 and Parts 2 and 3 of the Full 

Environmental Assessment Form Prepared by the Town of Hamburg 

Planning Board dated May 2021  

 

Appendix B:   Positive Declaration Issued by the Planning Board on September 15, 

2021 

 

Appendix C:  Final Scoping Document Issued by Planning Board March 15, 2023  

 

Appendix D:  Correspondence Related to Project Positive Declaration 

 

  D1: Correspondence Before Positive Declaration: 

 

1. Letter from Sean Hopkins to Sarah desJardins dated September 09, 2021 

with attached Exhibit 1 consisting of Updated Riparian Buffer Plan 

[Drawing RB-100] dated September 09, 2021, prepared by Earth 

Dimensions, Inc. 

2. Letter from Sean Hopkins to Sarah desJardins dated August 26, 2021, 

consisting of project support letter from Arthur Wiscik of 4755 Big Tree 

Road dated August 25, 2021 

3. E-mail from Edward Rutkowski of NYS Department of Transportation to 

Sarah desJardins, dated August 18, 2021, consisting of two comments 

relating to the Conceptual Site Plan [Drawing C-100] dated June 1, 2021 

4. Letter from Sean Hopkins to Planning Board Chairman William Clark, 

regarding Wetzel Project SEQRA Submission, dated August 18, 2021 

5. Letter from Chris Wood, P.E. to Planning Board, consisting of a summary 

of the manner by which runoff from impervious surfaces on the Project 

Site will be properly handled dated August 13, 2021 

6. Letter from Sean Hopkins to Sarah desJardins dated June 21, 2021 with 

attached f Exhibit 1 – Reduced Size Copy of Updated Concept Site Plan 

Prepared by Carmina Wood Morris DPC, Drawing C-100 dated June 1, 

2021 

7. Glenn Wetzl Letter to Planning Board certifying only organic fertilizer 

will be used for the project dated June 9, 2021 



8. Letter from Christopher Wood, P.E., to Town Planning Board consisting 

of response to Question 3c of Part 2 of the Full EAF regarding dredging 

more than 100cy of material from a wetland or water body dated June 

8, 2021 

9. Letter from Sean Hopkins to Sarah desJardins dated June 3, 2021 with 

attached Exhibit 1 consisting of the No Impact Determination Letter of 

Josalyn Ferguson, Ph.D of the NYS office of Parks, Recreation and 

Historic Preservation dated June 02, 2021 

10.  Letter from Sean Hopkins to Sarah desJardins dated May 02, 2021, 

submitting the Cultural Resources Report prepared by UB Anthropology 

Dept. dated April 29, 2021 

11. Letter from Sean Hopkins to Sarah desJardins dated April 10, 2021, 

submitting the Jurisdictional Determination issued by the US Army 

Corps of Engineers dated April 9, 2021 

12.  Memorandum from the Conservation Advisory Board to the Town 

Planning Board dated March 29, 2021 

13.  Letter from Sean Hopkins to Sarah desJardins dated March 19, 2021 

consisting of an enclosed letter from Christopher Fiume of the Erie 

County Division of Sewer Management dated March 10, 2021 verifying 

capacity of the ECSD #3 Collection System after review of the DSCA. 

14.  Letter from Timothy German of the Erie County DEP to Sarah desJardins 

dated February 11, 2021 consisting of lead concurrence of the Erie 

County DEP and with comments related to the Project including 

additional comments by Joseph McNamera, Assistant Sanitary Engineer 

for the Erie County Division of Sewerage Management (“ECDSM”) 

15.  Letter from Sarah Gatti of the Erie County DEP to Sarah desJardins 

dated February 11, 2021 consisting of concurrence by the Erie County 

DEP that the Town of Hamburg act as Lead Agency for the Project and 

provided comments related to the Project including additional 

comments by Joseph McNamera, Assistant Sanitary Engineer for EC DSM 

16.  Letter from Sean Hopkins to the Planning Board dated February 8, 

2021, consisting of Proposed Zoning Conditions 

17.  Town of Hamburg Planning Board Notice of Lead Agency Solicitation 

Letter dated January 12, 2021 

18.  Letter from Sean Hopkins to Tom Zimmerman dated November 11, 

2020, consisting of a copy of the Concept Plan [Drawing C-100 - dated 

November 02, 2020). 



19. Letter from Sean Hopkins to Sarah desJardins dated November 10, 2020, 

consisting of an updated project submission 

20.  Letter from Sean Hopkins to William Clark dated November 9, 2020, 

consisting of an updated Concept Plan dated November 02, 2020 and 

attached Exhibits 1 to 3 

21. E-mail from Sarah desJardins to Sean Hopkins dated October 8, 2020, 

consisting of an outreach effort made by Sarah desJardins to the Sled 

HSC snowmobile organization dated October 8, 2020 

  D2:  Correspondence After Issuance of Positive Declaration: 

 

1. Letter from Sean Hopkins to Joshua Rogers dated May 17, 2023, 

containing a copy of the Nationwide Permit No. 29 issued by the USACE 

dated May 11, 2023 

2. E-mail from Casey Gordon, NYSDOT to Joshua Rogers of Wendel 

Companies dated March 15, 2023, consisting of three comments 

pertaining to the project 

3. Letter from Michelle Woznick, NYS DEC Deputy Permit Admin., to Joshua 

Rogers, Wendel Companies, dated March 15, 2023, containing the 

response by the NYS DEC pertaining to the Draft Scoping Document 

4. Letter from Sean Hopkins to Sarah desJardins dated January 31, 2023, 

containing the Draft Scoping Document submitted on behalf of Wetzl 

Development, LLC for review by the Planning Board 

5. Letter from Sean Hopkins to Sarah desJardins dated September 18, 

2021, requesting a copy of the positive declaration issued by the Town 

of Hamburg Planning Board dated September 15, 2021 

Appendix E:  Minutes of Meetings of the Town of Hamburg Planning Board 

 

1. Minutes of Planning Board Meeting on March 15, 2023 

2. Minutes of Planning Board Meeting on March 01, 2023 

3. Minutes of Planning Board Meeting on June 16, 2021 

4.  Minutes of Planning Board Meeting on June 02, 2021 

5. Minutes of Planning Board Meeting on May 19, 2021 

6. Minutes of Planning Board Meeting on May 05, 2021 

7. Minutes of Planning Board Meeting on February 17, 2021 

8. Minutes of Planning Board Meeting on February 02, 2021 



9. Minutes of Planning Board Meeting on October 07, 2020 

10. Minutes of Planning Board Meeting on June 16, 2021 

Appendix F:  Minutes of Meetings of the Town of Hamburg Town Board 
 

1. Minutes of the Town Board Meeting on March 22, 2021 

2. Minutes of the Town Board Meeting on October 05, 2020 

Appendix G:  Project Alternatives Plans 
 

 G1: Alternative Plan 1: Conceptual Site Plan consisting of mix-Use commercial 
development with subdivision, Drawing C-100, prepared by Christopher 
Wood, P.E. of Carmina Wood Morris dated December 07, 2021 

 
 G2: Alternative Plan 2: Preferred Alternative - Conceptual Site Plan consisting of 

multi-family development with 20.1 acres of As-of-Right Plan, Drawing C-
100, prepared by Christopher Wood, P.E. of Carmina Wood Morris dated 
June 01, 2021 

 
 G3: Alternative Plan 3: Conceptual Site Plan with Multi-Family Development with 

Sub-division, Drawing C-100, prepared by Christopher Wood, P.E. of 
Carmina Wood Morris dated August 25, 2020 

  
Appendix H:  Downstream Sanitary Sewer Capacity Analysis (DSCA) by Christopher 

Wood, P.E. of Carmina Wood Morris dated January 5, 2021 
 

VOLUME 2: 
 
Appendix I:    Traffic Impact Study prepared by SRF Associates dated April 2, 2021 
 
Appendix J:  Storm Water Management Summary Letter of Christopher Wood, P.E., of 

Carmina Wood Design dated April 18, 2024 
 
Appendix K:  Letter from Sean Hopkins to Sarah desJardins dated September 9, 2021 

with Exhibits 1 and 2, consisting of the Riparian Buffer Plan dated 
September 9, 2021 and the Method of Riparian Buffer Design as 
prepared by Earth Dimensions Inc. dated September 9, 2021.  

 
Appendix L:  Wetland Delineation Report prepared by Earth Dimensions, Inc. dated 

June 11, 2020 
 
Appendix M:  Jurisdictional Determination issued by the United States Army Corps of 

Engineers dated May 13, 2021 
 
Appendix N:  Cultural Resources Report prepared by UB Anthropology Dept. dated 

April 29, 2021 
 
Appendix O:  Habitat Assessment Report prepared by Earth Dimensions; Inc. dated 

November 15, 2021 
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Appendix P:  No Impact Determination Letter issued by Josalyn Ferguson, Ph.D. of the 

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
dated June 2, 2021 

 
Appendix Q:  Jurisdictional Federal Wetland Permit Application prepared by Earth 

Dimensions, Inc. dated December 23, 2021 
 
Appendix R:  Nationwide Permit issued by the United States Amry Corps of Engineers 

on May 11, 2023 
 
Appendix S:  Amended Rezoning Application dated January 11, 2020 with Exhibits 1 

to 5 as follows: 
 

  Exhibit 1:  Description of Requested Rezoning and Proposed Project 

 

Exhibit 2:  Survey of Project Site as Prepared by Creekside Boundary Land    

                 Surveying, PLLC 

 

Exhibit 3:  Concept Site Plan [Drawing C-100 – Date: 11-02-20] as Prepared 

by Carmina Wood Morris DPC 

 

Exhibit 4:  Parcel Reports for 0 Big Tree Road and 0 Wilson Road from  

                 Erie County GIS 

 

Exhibit 5:  Legal Description of Property to be Rezoned from R-1 to R-3,   

                 prepared by Creekside Boundary Land Surveying, PLLC 
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Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
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April 18, 2024 
 
Cynthia Gronachan, Chairwoman  
Town of Hamburg Planning Board 
6100 South Park Avenue 
Hamburg, New York 14075 
   
Re: Proposed Multifamily Project – 0 Big Tree Road and 0 Wilson Road   

Applicant/Project Sponsor: Wetzl Development, LLC 
Town of Hamburg Planning Board  

  
Dear Chairwoman Gronachan and Members of the Planning Board: 
 
This letter has been prepared for the purpose of providing the Planning Board 
with a summary of the manner by which runoff from impervious surfaces on the 
Project Site will be properly handled.  In connection with the coordinated 
environmental review of the proposed multifamily project pursuant to SEQRA, 
questions have been raised regarding potential stormwater impacts. As a result 
of the need to install an on-site stormwater management complying the 
stringent applicable standards, the proposed project will not result in any 
potentially significant adverse stormwater impacts.   
 
In connection with the Planning Board’s evaluation of potential stormwater 
runoff impacts, it is important to mention that the Engineer’s Report to be 
prepared by our firm will provide calculations that confirm that the storm water 
management system to be constructed as part of the multifamily project will 
comply with the applicable stringent stormwater quality and quantity standards 
of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (“NYSDEC”) 
SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activity 
Permit No. GP-0-20-001 and the Town of Hamburg.  The fully engineered plans, 
Engineer’s Report and SWPPP will need to be reviewed and approved by the 
Camie Jarrell, P.E., of GHD and the Town’s Engineering Department in 
connection with the future Site Plan Application review process prior to the 
commencement of any on-site construction activities. 
 
The following sections of this letter provide a summary of the manner by which 
runoff from the impervious surfaces within the project will be handled. 
 
  
I. Storm Water Design Narrative: 
 
A storm water collection system is proposed for the impervious surfaces 
including the driveway connection to Big Tree Road, access aisles, parking 
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spaces and the proposed multifamily buildings and clubhouse.  This system will 
consist of catch basins placed on the Project Site to collect runoff from 
impervious surfaces. The proposed catch basins will be connected by a series of 
storm pipes which will convey the runoff to the storm water management areas.  
The storm water management areas will be designed in accordance with the 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (“NYSDEC”) 
Stormwater Management Design Manual.  These areas will provide both water 
quality and water quantity storage components. 
 
The existing drainage path of the Project Site runoff under existing conditions is 
generally towards the ditch that crosses the site from east to west.  In the 
developed condition, any developed areas will be conveyed to the storm water 
management area and ultimately discharge to the existing ditch.  This will 
prevent water from the developed areas of the site from sheet draining offsite.  
The discharge from the storm water management area will be controlled by our 
engineered outlet control structures to not exceed the current existing rate of 
runoff to the existing ditch under all storm events which include the 10 year, 25 
year & 100 year storm events. 
 
Detention System: 
 
The proposed storm water management area will consist of bioretention areas 
followed by dry detention basins which will provide runoff reduction, volume 
attenuation and water quality treatment.  The Concept Plan for the proposed 
multifamily project prepared by our firm shows the storm water management 
areas located along the existing ditch on the north and south sides.  These 
locations will maintain the general drainage paths, similar to existing conditions.  
These storm water management areas will be designed based on the applicable 
stringent standards to ensure they provide adequate stormwater runoff capacity. 
 
The NYSDEC Stormwater Management Design Manual requires (5) five different 
criteria be considered when designing a storm water management system.  
Those criteria are Water Quality, Runoff Reduction Volume, Channel Protection, 
Overbank Flooding and Extreme Storm Protection.  Below is a summary of each 
item and how it will be incorporated into the proposed multifamily project.  
 
Water Quality: 
 
The NYSDEC requires water quality treatment prior to discharge.  The goal of the 
design will be to achieve 100% of the water quality volume requirement by 
applying a practice recognized in the design manual, a Standard SMP with Runoff 
Reduction capacity.  Standard SMP’s include bioretention which will be 
incorporated into this project. 
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Runoff Reduction Volume:  
 
As stated above, the goal is for the total water quality volume for the site to be 
reduced by the implementation of a Standard SMP used to achieve the Water 
quality requirement. The design methodology will be based on the NYSDEC 
Stormwater Management Design Manual five-step process for Stormwater 
Management Planning as outlined in Chapter 3. 
 
This project will incorporate several Runoff Reduction techniques such as: 
 
• Preservation of natural resources; 
• Implementation of riparian buffers; and   
• Tree planting 
 
Channel Protection: 
 
The NYSDEC requires that extended detention be provided for the proposed 1-
year storm event.  The storage volume will be accommodated in the proposed 
storm water management areas and the outlet will be restricted through the use 
of an engineered outlet structures designed in accordance with NYSDEC criteria. 
 
Overbank Flooding: 
 
The NYSDEC requires that the 10-year proposed storm event be attenuated with 
detention and that the outlet be restricted to the 10-year existing storm event.  
The storage volume will be accommodated in the proposed storm water 
management areas and the outlet will be restricted through the use of an 
engineered outlet structures designed in accordance with NYSDEC criteria. 
Extreme Storm Protection: 
 
The NYSDEC requires that the 100-year proposed storm event be attenuated with 
detention and that the outlet be restricted to the 100-year existing storm event.  
The storage volume will be accommodated in the proposed storm water 
management areas and the outlet will be restricted through the use of an 
engineered outlet structures designed in accordance with NYSDEC criteria. 
 
Design Criteria: 
 
Storm pipes:   10-year storm 
 
Detention: Designed to contain the 1-year, 10-year, 25-year, 50-year and the 
100-year 24-hour design storms for the post-development peak rates of runoff, 
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while restricting the outflow rate equal to the 1-year, 10-year, 25-year, 50-year 
and the 100-year 24-hour design storms for the pre-development peak rates of 
runoff respectively. 
 
In accordance with Town of Hamburg and NYSDEC requirements a Notice of 
Intent and Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (“SWPPP”) will be prepared for 
the proposed project due to the total disturbance of greater than one (1) acre. 
 
As demonstrated by the above overview, the proposed multifamily development 
will include storm water management improvements per the applicable stringent 
standards of both the Town of Hamburg and the NYSDEC.  This will ensure that 
the project will not result in any potentially significant drainage or flooding 
impacts.  
 
II. Conclusion: 
 
As outlined in detail above, the installation of an on-site stormwater 
management system complying with the applicable stringent stormwater quality 
and quantity standards as described above, ensures the proposed multifamily 
project will not result in any potentially significant adverse drainage impacts.   
 
The fully engineered plans, Engineer’s Report and SWPPP will need to be 
reviewed by the GHD, the Town Engineering Department and involved agencies 
to confirm compliance with the applicable stormwater quality and quantity 
standards of the NYSDEC.  
 
Please contact me at 716-550-3342 with any questions regarding this letter or 
the proposed multifamily project.   
 
Sincerely,  
      
Carmina Wood Design 
 
 
R. Christopher Wood, P.E. 
 
Cc: Dan Szewc, Vice Chairman 

Dennis Chapman, Secretary  
Kaitlin McCormick 
William Clark 
Margaux Valenti 
Kaitlin McGee-Chmura 
Joseph Gogan, Planning Board Attorney 
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Cultural Resource Survey Form - No Historic Properties 
 

This form is intended for use when procedures for reconnaissance surveys outlined in the SED Workscope 
Specifications for New York State Department of Transportation Projects (SED 2004) have been followed, no 
archaeological sites have been identified and no National Register eligible or listed buildings / structures have been 
identified within the project limits. 
 

1) NYSDOT PIN / BIN / CULVERT #:  N/A 
2) OPRHP PR#: 15PR02909 3) MCD #: 02953 
4) PREPARED FOR / SPONSORED BY: 
Mr. Glenn Wetzl, 7071 Liebler Road, Colden, NY 14033 

4A) STATE OR FEDERALLY FUNDED  
       PROJECT: N/A 

PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
5) PROJECT TYPE / TITLE: Phase 1 Archaeological Reconnaissance Survey of a Multi-Residential Subdivision on Big 
Tree Road 
6) TOWN/COUNTY: Town of Hamburg, Erie County, NY 7) USGS 7.5’ QUADRANGLE: Buffalo SE, NY 

     (see Attachment A) 
8) PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Construction of 156 one and two story single-family homes.  Ground disturbing activities 
will include roads, foundations, driveways, sidewalks, utilities, and a floodwater retention area.  See Attachment G for site 
plan.   
9) PROJECT LIMITS (impact area):  The irregular shaped project area (23 acres/9.3 ha) does not impact the entire 
parcel (approx. 43 acres). The west to southern sections of the parcel (20 acres/8 ha) will be left as permanent open space. 
The project area has a maximum length of 382 m (1,253 ft) and a maximum width of 309 m (1,014 ft). See Attachment F 
for project area map. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT 
10) REGION / WATERSHED: Glaciated Erie Lake 
Plain / Rush Creek watershed. 

11) TOPOGRAPHY / LANDFORM: Level lake plain 
lacking topographic relief.  Elevations vary little from 240 m 
(800 ft) amsl. 

12) LAND USE / GROUND COVER: Much of the 
project is wooded and brushy. There are no structures 
within the project boundaries. An unnamed creek/drainage 
ditch runs through the project area. 

13) POTENTIAL FOR DEEPLY BURIED DEPOSITS TO 
BE LOCATED WITHIN THE PROJECT LIMITS? 
Moderate due to presence of Fluvaquents (flood plain) and 
Udifluvent (wet) soils around the drainage in the project. 
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14) SOIL DESCRIPTION (INCLUDE SOIL TYPE, DEPTH OF SOILS, AND DRAINAGE): (see Attachment B) 
 

 

Name Description Drainage / Landform / Slope 

Canan-
daigua 

Silt Loam 
(Cc) 

Ap: 0-20 cm, very dark gray (10YR 3/1) silt loam 
Very deep, poorly to very 
poorly drained / Silty glacio-
lacustrine sediments on 
lowland lake plains / 0-3% 
slopes. 

Bg1: 20-30 cm, light brownish gray (10YR 6/2) silt loam  
Bg2: 30-48 cm, gray (10YR 6/1) silt loam  
BC: 48-76 cm, light brownish gray (10YR 6/2) silt loam 
C: 76-183 cm, gray (10YR 6/1) & light brown (7.5YR 6/4)  silt loam 
and very fine sandy loam  

Collamer 
Silt Loam 

(CtB) 

Ap: 0-30 cm, dark grayish brown (10YR 4/2) silt loam 
Very deep, moderately well 
drained soils / Formed in silty 
glacio-lacustrine sediments on 
lake and till plains.  Slopes 
range from 3-8% 

E/B: 30-46 cm, brown (10YR 5/3) & dark yellowish brown (10YR 4/4) 
silt loam 
Bt/E: 46-58 cm, dark yellowish brown (10YR 4/4) silt loam 
Bt1: 58-84 cm, brown (10YR 4/3) silt loam 
C1: 84-114 cm, light olive brown (2.5Y 5/4) silt loam 

Darien 
Silt Loam 

(DbA, DbB) 

Ap: 0 to 23 cm, very dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2) silt loam 
Very deep, somewhat poorly 

drained /  On till plains, 
drumlins, moraines / Slopes: 

DbA=0-3 %, DbB=0-8% 

Eg: 23 to 28 cm, grayish brown (2.5Y 5/2) silt loam 
Bt1: 28 to 48 cm, olive brown (2.5Y 4/4) clay loam 
Btg2: 48 to 81 cm, dark grayish brown (2.5Y 4/2) silty clay loam 
BC: 81 to 112 cm, olive gray (5Y 4/2) channery silty clay loam 
C: 112 to 183 cm, olive brown (2.5Y 4/3) channery silty clay loam 

Fluvaquents 
and 

udifulvents,  
(Fu) 

 

Frequently Flooded 

Niagara 
silt loam 

(Nh) 

A: 0 to 13 cm, very dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2) silt loam Very deep, somewhat poorly 
drained / Silty glacio-

lacustrine deposits on level to 
concave areas on lake plains 

and valleys / 0-3% slopes 

E: 13 to 36 cm, grayish brown (10YR 5/2) silt loam 
Bt1: 36 to 43 cm, dark grayish brown (10YR 4/2) silt loam 
Bt2: 43 to 79 cm, dark grayish brown (10YR 4/2) silt loam 
C: 79 to 183 cm, dark grayish brown (10YR 4/2) silt loam 

Remsen 
silty clay 

loam 
(RfA) 

A: 0 to 13 cm, very dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2) silt loam 
Very deep, somewhat poorly 

drained / clayey till in 
moderately low areas on till 

plains / 0-8% slopes 

E: 13 to 23 cm, grayish brown (2.5Y 5/2) silty clay loam 
Bt: 23 to 30 cm, olive brown (2.5Y 4/4) silty clay 
Btg1: 30 to 51 cm, dark grayish brown (2.5Y 4/2) silty clay 
Btg2: 51 to 76 cm, dark grayish brown (2.5Y 4/2) clay 
C: 76 to 183 cm, dark grayish brown (2.5Y 4/2) clay 

Wayland 
Soils 

Complex 
(Wd) 

Ap: 0-15 cm, very dark grayish brown (10YR 3/2) silt loam 
Very deep, very poorly 

drained/ Nearly level recent 
alluvium/ Low area or slack 

water flood plains/ 0-3% slope  

Bg1: 15-30 cm, dark grayish brown (10YR 4/2) silt loam 
Bg2: 30-46 cm, grayish brown (10YR 5/2) silt loam 
C1: 46-117 cm, gray (5Y 5/1) silt loam 
C2: 117-183 cm, gray (5Y 6/1) silty clay loam 

15) DESCRIPTION OF SURVEY LIMITATIONS AND UNTESTABLE AREAS (e.g., under pavement, slope, etc.): 
All parts of the project area were examined by the Phase 1 survey under good field conditions except for seven STP 
locations that were not excavated due to standing water.  See Attachment C for satellite image, Attachment D for project 
area photographs, and Attachment F for Project Area Map. 
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PREHISTORIC / HISTORIC BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

16) PREVIOUSLY REPORTED SITES WITHIN ONE MILE OF THE PROJECT AREA: A search of the CRIS site 
location files revealed three previously recorded pre-contact sites within 1.6 km (1 mi) of the project area (Attachment G).  
None lie in its limits, but the Parker Road Site (USN 0215.000516) is in the extreme southern section of the adjacent parcel.  
Two of the sites’ National Register eligibility are undetermined (Parker Road Site and the Benzinger House Ellis Site) and 
the third (PCI/Parker Road 1) is not eligible. The Parker Road Site and the PCI/Parker Road 1 site are close to Rush Creek 
and represent small lithic scatters/possible camps. The Benzinger House Ellis Village Cemetery is a portion of a larger 
contact period Iroquoian Village northeast of the project area.  
17) BRIEFLY DESCRIBE PREVIOUS SURVEYS BOTH WITHIN ONE MILE OF THE PROJECT AREA AND 
WITHIN THE PROJECT LIMITS:  A search of the CRIS project files revealed that 13 cultural resource studies have 
been previously conducted within a one-mile radius of the project area (Attachment G).  None examined areas in the project 
area, but some investigated settings similar to those found in the project area. The parcel directly adjacent to the project area 
to the east was investigated in 2020 (20SR00472) by UB Survey and located the Parker Road site in the southern section 
closest to Rush Creek. This survey had a different methodology as the field was plowed and a surface collection was 
conducted.  
18) PREHISTORIC SENSITIVITY ASSESSMENT:  All of the area of potential impact is associated with somewhat 
poorly drained clayey soils.  The western arm of the parcel which was outside the project area is slightly better drained.  
The nearest water source is Rush Creek which lies about 800 m (2600 ft) to the east.  Considering this information and the 
types and distribution of previously recorded sites located near the project area it is assessed as having a low to moderate 
sensitivity for ephemeral sites such as short-term camps, lithic scatters and artifact find spots.  There is low sensitivity for 
habitation sites, recurrently occupied camps and other special use sites such as quarries and cemeteries. 
19) HISTORIC MAPS / ATLASES / SOURCES DOCUMENTING THE PROJECT AREA: 1854 Geil Map of Erie 
County, 1866 Stone and Stewart Atlas of Erie County, 1880 Beers Atlas of Erie County, 1909 New Century Atlas of Erie 
County, 1926 & 1951 Erie County Highway Department Aerial Photos, 2016 Buffalo SE, NY 7.5' Quadrangle, 2021 
Google Earth Satellite Image (Attachments A and C). 
20) LIST OF MAP DOCUMENTED STRUCTURES (MDSs):  There are no map documented structures associated with 
the project area. 
21) HISTORIC SENSITIVITY ASSESSMENT: The project area has a low sensitivity for historic sites.  Historically the 
project area appears to have been used only for agricultural purposes.  Historic artifacts encountered in the project area are 
most likely from 19th and 20th century refuse disposal patterns. 

SUMMARY OF FIELD INVESTIGATIONS 
22) FIELD METHODS: 
359 Shovel test pits (STPs)  

23) SURVEY DATE: 
February to April 2021 

24) AREA SURVEYED: 
9.3 ha (23 acres) 

25) TESTING INTERVAL:  No parts of the project area were suitable for a surface inspection.  All areas where 
subsurface testing could be conducted were examined with a series of shovel test pits aligned in a 15 m (50 ft) interval grid.  
All soils were sifted through 6 mm (0.25 in) wire mesh screens.  All work conformed to NYSM/SED (2004) and NYAC 
(1994) guidelines. 
26) BRIEF SUMMARY OF SURVEY RESULTS:  No prehistoric artifacts were recovered.  The historic assemblage has 
minimal research potential and is not worthy of further study.  Much of it is comprised of domestic refuse composed 
primarily of bottle glass, some of which can be characterized as modern roadside debris.  One whiteware sherd and multiple 
pieces of unidentified metal were also recovered. All of the artifacts were recovered from the uppermost part of the soil 
profile representing a former plow zone (Ap-Horizon).  No further archaeological investigations of the Phase 1 project area 
are recommended. 
27) REPOSITORY FOR CULTURAL MATERIALS/FIELD NOTES: Archaeological Survey, Department of 
Anthropology, University at Buffalo, 380 Academic Center, Ellicott Complex, Buffalo, New York 14261-0026. 

28) RESULTS OF INVESTIGATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 
_XX
_

__    NO PREHISTORIC SITES IDENTIFIED 
XX

_
__    NO HISTORIC SITES IDENTIFIED 

XX__    NO FURTHER WORK RECOMMENDED 
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ARCHITECTURAL ASSESSMENT 
29) NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL BUILDINGS / STRUCTURES WITHIN THE SURVEY LIMITS:  No structures 
are standing in the project area.  See Attachments A and C for historic maps and aerial photos. 
30) SUMMARY OF PROPERTIES WITHIN THE SURVEY LIMITS: (Include Building Numbers, Assessment of        
Whether Building Is Greater Than 50 Years Old, And Whether the Building Is National Register Eligible):  N/A 

CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT CONTRACTOR INFORMATION 
31) AUTHOR:  
Kathryn Whalen PhD, RPA 
Heather Lackos, BA 

32) INSTITUTION/CONSULTANT FIRM: 
      Archaeological Survey, Dept. Anthropology, 
      University at Buffalo (SUNY) 

33) ADDRESS: 380 Academic Center 
Ellicott Complex, North Campus 
Buffalo, NY 14261-0026 

34) PHONE/FAX/E-MAIL:  
perrelli@buffalo.edu 
(716) 645-2297    

35) PROJECT CONTRIBUTORS: Project was performed under the supervision of Dr. Kathryn Whalen, Project Director 
36) DATE OF REPORT:  April 2021 

 ATTAHMENT CHECKLIST (THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE REQUIRED) 
A - USGS 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map Showing Project Area Location and Recorded Sites 
B - USDA Soils Map Of The Project Area 
C - Copies Of Historic Maps and Aerial Photos Reviewed 
D - Representative Photographs of The Project Area (Add Photo Angles to the  Project Map) 
E - Photographs of Buildings Greater Than 50 Years Old within Project Area (If Applicable) 
F - Project Map Depicting Survey Limits, Buildings, Photo Angles, and STP Locations 
G - Relevant Project Correspondence (e.g., Form “A”, NYSDOT Survey Limits, Site File Search Results, etc.) 
H - Other Project Materials (Shovel Test Pit Summary, Artifact Catalog, etc.). 

 



5 
ATTACHMENT A: USGS 7.5’ Quadrangle 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Location of project area on 2016 Buffalo SE, New York USGS 7.5 Minute Series Quadrangle. 
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ATTACHMENT B: Soils Map 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Source: http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx 

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx�
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ATTACHMENT C: Historic Maps 

 

 

 
 

Location of project Area on 1854 Geil Map of Erie County. 
 

 
 

Location of project Area on 1866 Stone and Stewart Atlas of Erie County. 
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ATTACHMENT C: Historic Maps 

 

 

 
 

Location of project Area on 1880 Beers Atlas of Erie County. 
 
 

 
 

Location of the Project Area on the 1909 New Century Atlas of Erie County, New York. 
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ATTACHMENT C: Historic Maps 

 

 
 

Location of the Project Area on a 1926 Erie County Highway Department Aerial Photo. 
 

 
 

Location of the Project Area on a 1951 Erie County Highway Department Aerial Photo. 
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ATTACHMENT C: Historic Maps 

 

  
 

 
 

 Location of Project Area on a 2021 satellite image 
(Google Earth).
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ATTACHMENT D: Photographs of the Project Area 

 

 

 
 

Photo 1.  Panoramic view of the Phase 1 project area from northwest corner looking east along Big Tree Rd (left) to the southern edge of the project area (right). 
 

 
  

Photo 2.  Looking west from STP 6.12 at unnamed stream that runs through the APE.  
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ATTACHMENT D: Photographs of the Project Area 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Photo 3.  Panoramic view of the Phase 1 project area from near STP 9.16 facing south to north.   
 

 
 

Photo 4.  Looking north from STP 10.12 along one of a series of informal recreational vehicle trails that run throughout the project area. 
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ATTACHMENT D: Photographs of the Project Area 

 

 
 

Photo 5.  Photo of extent utilities within the APE (near STP 14.5). 
 

 
 

Photo 6.  Panoramic view of the Phase 1 project area from near STP 23.10 facing south.   
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ATTACHMENT E: Buildings More Than 50 Years Old 

 

 
 
No buildings in the project area over 50 years old. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



ATTACHMENT F: Project Map 
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Summary of Previously Recorded Sites within a One Mile (1.6 km) Radius of the Project Area 

 

Site # Name Type Distance to 
APE Status Source 

2915.000516 Parker Road Site Undifferentiated 
Precontact 1,700 ft Undetermined CRIS 

2915.000447 PCI/Parker Road-1 Undifferentiated 
Precontact small lithic 

scatter/camp 
2,575 ft Not Eligible CRIS 

2921.000413 Benzinger House 
Ellis Village 
Cemetery 

Historic Niagara Frontier 
Iroquois Cemetery 5,225 ft Undetermined CRIS 

 
(Source: CRIS) 

 
 

Summary of Previously Recorded Surveys within a One Mile (1.6 km) Radius of the Project Area 
 

OPRHP 
Project  # Name Distance 

to APE Results 

01SR51693 
Phase I Cultural Resources Investigation For The Proposed 

Parker Road Development, Town Of Hamburg, Erie County, 
New York 

1000 ft No sites reported 

01SR51990 

Phase I Cultural Resources Investigation for the Proposed 
Northwinds Natural Gas Pipeline, the Cities of Buffalo and 

Lackawanna, and Towns of Hamburg and Eden, Erie Co., and 
the Town of Hinsdale, Cattaraugus Co. 

4,200 ft No sites reported 

02SR52565 
 

Reconnaissance Investigations for the Pedology and 
Geomorphology of Fourteen Stream Crossings by the Proposed 
Northwinds Natural Gas Pipeline, Allegany, Cattaraugus, and 

Erie Counties, New York 

 3,000 ft No sites reported 

02SR52923 Report Of The Stage 1 Cultural Resources Investigation For 
Proposed Heritage Square Subdivision 5,000 ft No sites reported 

03SR53491 Stage 1 Cultural Resource Investigation for the South Park 
Woods Subdivision, Town of Hamburg, Erie County, New York 4,500 ft No sites reported 

03SR54510 

Archaeological and Architectural Reconnaissance Survey, PIN 
5111.69.101: BIN 1015460, BIN 1015480, BIN 1015490, 

Rehabilitation and Widening of US Route 20 (Southwestern 
Boulevard) from US Route 62 (South Park Avenue) to 

California Road and Placement of Sidewalks from California 
Road to NY Route 240/277 (Orchard Park Road), Towns of 

Hamburg and Orchard Park, Erie County, New York 

1,850 ft No sites reported 

05SR55343 
Phase I/II Cultural Resource Investigation for the Proposed 
Parker Road Development, Town of Hamburg, Erie County, 

New York 
2,500 ft 

One Site: 
A02915.000447 

(PCI/Parker Road-
1) 

06SR57937 Phase I Cultural Resources Investigation for the Proposed Parker 
Road Development, Town of Hamburg, Erie County, New York 3,400 ft No sites reported 

09SR59125 

Cultural Resource Management Report: Phase I Cultural 
Resource Reconnaissance Survey for the Proposed Brush 

Mountain North Expansion, Town of Orchard Park, Erie County, 
New York 

4,400 ft No sites reported 

10SR59832 Phase I Cultural Resources Investigation for the Proposed 4250 
McKinley Parkway Retail Development, Town of Hamburg, 2,000 ft No sites reported 
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Erie County, New York 
16SR00008 Big Tree Rd 4,300 ft No sites reported 

20SR00472 
 

Phase 1 Archaeological Reconnaissance Survey for Proposed 
Housing Subdivision at Parker Road and Route 20A 1,650 ft 

One Site: Parker 
Road Site (USN: 
02915.000516) 

98SR50203 
Report Of The Stage Ia/B Cultural Resource Investigation For 

The Fiber Optic Cable Project From I-90 Interchange At 
Canastota To Western New York/Pennsylvania Border    (2 Vol) 

3,200 ft No sites reported 

 
 (Source: CRIS)
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STP# Depth (cm) Color/Texture/Inclusions Artifact Summary 
1.0 0-40 Brn/YBrn ClLo/fill --- 
 40-68 Gry ClLo 1-brown curved glass 
 68-83 YBrn ClLo --- 
1.1 0-45 Gry SiLo/YBrn ClLo --- 
 45-60 Dk YBrn/Gry ClLo --- 
1.2 0-54 Brn/YBrn ClLo --- 
 54-70 YBrn ClLo --- 
1.3 0-33 Brn ClLo --- 
 33-47 YBrn ClLo --- 
1.4 0-35 Brn ClLo --- 
 35-50 YBrn ClLo --- 
1.5 0-36 Brn ClLo 1-unidentified metal 
 36-52 YBrn ClLo --- 
1.6 0-36 Brn ClLo 1-unidentified metal, 1-plastic “Dramamine” 

package  
 36-50 YBrn ClLo --- 
1.7 0-36 Brn ClLo --- 
 36-53 YBrn ClLo --- 
1.8 0-37 Brn ClLo --- 
 37-55 YBrn ClLo --- 
1.9 0-30 Brn ClLo --- 
 30-47 YBrn ClLo --- 
1.10 0-28 GBrn ClLo --- 
 28-44 Gry/YBrn ClLo --- 
1.11 0-30 GBrn SiLo 1-unidentified metal 
 30-46 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
 46-60 Dk GBrn SiLo --- 
1.12 0-37 GBrn ClLo --- 
 37-57 YBrn ClLo --- 
1.13 0-30 GBrn SiLo/grl --- 
 30-50 Dk YBrn SiClLo --- 
1.14 0-34 GBrn SiLo/grl --- 
 34-49 Dk YBrn SiClLo --- 
1.15 0-30 Brn SiLo --- 
 30-46 YBrn SaLo/Lt Gry ClLo --- 
2.0 0-30 Brn/YBrn ClLo/fill --- 
 30-43 Gry ClLo/Lo --- 
 43-60 YBrn ClLo --- 
2.1 0-30 GBrn SiLo --- 
 30-48 Dk YBrn SiClLo --- 
2.2 0-36 GBrn SiLo/rock impasse --- 
2.3 0-37 Dk Gry SiLo --- 
 37-57 Gry/YBrn ClLo --- 
2.4 0-30 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 30-50 Dk YBrn ClLo --- 
2.5 0-37 GBrn SiLo --- 
 37-52 Dk YBrn ClLo --- 
2.6 0-34 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 34-50 YBrn ClLo --- 
2.7 0-34 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 34-52 Dk YBrn ClLo --- 
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2.8 0-25 GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-45 Dk YBrn SaClLo --- 
2.9 0-26 GBrn SiLo --- 
 26-48 Dk YBrn SiClLo --- 
2.10 0-40 GBrn SiClLo 1-whiteware 
 40-57 Lt YBrn/Dk Gry ClLo --- 
2.11 0-30 GBrn SiLo --- 
 30-46 Dk YBrn ClLo --- 
2.12 0-35 GBrn SiLo/water impasse --- 
2.13 0-30 GBrn SiLo --- 
 30-45 Dk YBrn SiClLo --- 
2.14 0-35 GBrn SiLo/water impasse --- 
2.15 0-25 Dk GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-46 YBrn SaLo/Gry ClLo --- 
3.0 0-40 YBrn/Gry ClLo/fill 1-colorless curved glass 
 40-50 Gry ClLo/Lo --- 
 50-66 YBrn ClLo --- 
3.1 0-25 GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-50 Dk YBrn SiClLo --- 
3.2 0-25 GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-45 Dk YBrn SiClLo --- 
3.3 0-27 GBrn SiLo --- 
 27-42 Dk YBrn SiClLo --- 
3.4 0-28 GBrn SiLo --- 
 28-44 Dk YBrn SiClLo --- 
3.5 0-30 GBrn SiLo --- 
 30-50 Dk YBrn SiClLo --- 
3.6 0-28 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 28-44 Dk YBrn ClLo --- 
3.7 0-46 GBrn SiClLo/water impasse --- 
3.8 0-36 Brn SiLo/water impasse --- 
3.9 0-35 GBrn SiLo/water impasse --- 
3.10 0-28 GBrn SiLo --- 
 28-47 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
3.11 0-26 GBrn SiLo --- 
 26-44 YBrn SaCl --- 
3.12 0-46 GBrn SiLo/water impasse --- 
3.13 --- not excavated – water impasse --- 
3.14 0-31 GBrn SiLo --- 
 31-48 YBrn SaCl --- 
3.15 --- not excavated – water impasse --- 
4.0 0-30 YBrn/Brn ClLo/fill --- 
 30-50 Gry Lo --- 
 50-65 YBrn SaLo/Gry ClLo --- 
4.1 0-31 GBrn SiLo --- 
 31-49 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
4.2 0-21 GBrn SiLo --- 
 21-38 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
4.3 0-25 GBrn SaLo --- 
 25-42 YBrn SiCl --- 
4.4 0-32 GBrn SaLo --- 
 32-50 YBrn/Lt Gry SiLo --- 
4.5 0-28 GBrn SaLo/water impasse --- 
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4.6 --- not excavated – water impasse --- 
4.7 0-27 GBrn SaLo/water impasse --- 
4.8 --- not excavated – water impasse --- 
4.9 --- not excavated – water impasse --- 
4.10 0-32 GBrn SaLo --- 
 32-52 YBrn/Lt Gry SiCl --- 
4.11 0-30 GBrn SaLo --- 
 30-49 YBrn SiCl --- 
4.12 0-33 GBrn SaLo --- 
 33-50 YBrn/Lt Gry SiCl --- 
4.13 0-34 GBrn SaLo --- 
 34-50 YBrn/Lt Gry SiCl --- 
4.14 0-30 GBrn SiLo --- 
 30-56 YBrn SaCl --- 
4.15 0-31 GBrn SiLo --- 
 31-49 YBrn SaCl --- 
4.16 0-30 Brn SiLo --- 
 30-45 YBrn ClLo --- 
5.0 0-30 YBrn/GBrn ClLo/fill --- 
 30-50 Gry Lo --- 
 50-65 YBrn SaLo/Lt Gry ClLo --- 
5.1 0-30 Brn SiLo --- 
 30-45 Dk YBrn SaLo/Lt Gry ClLo --- 
5.2 0-20 Brn SiLo --- 
 20-35 Lt Gry ClLo/Dk YBrn/Dk Gry 

SaLo 
--- 

5.3 0-22 Brn SiLo --- 
 22-38 YBrn/Dk Gry SaLo --- 
5.4 0-35 Brn SiLo/water impasse --- 
5.5 0-20 Brn SiLo/water impasse --- 
5.6 0-30 Brn SiLo --- 
 30-45 YBrn/Dk Gry SaLo --- 
5.7 0-30 Brn SiLo/water impasse --- 
5.8 0-25 Brn SiLo --- 
 25-40 YBrn SaLo/Gry ClLo --- 
5.9 0-30 Brn SiLo --- 
5.10 0-26 GBrn SiLo --- 
 26-43 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
5.11 0-23 GBrn SiLo --- 
 23-43 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
5.12 0-22 GBrn SiLo --- 
 22-44 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
5.13 0-24 GBrn SiLo --- 
 24-44 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
5.14 0-25 GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-44 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
5.15 0-35 GBrn SiLo --- 
 35-51 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
5.16 0-25 GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-43 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
6.0 0-30 Brn SiClLo --- 
 30-50 YBrn ClLo/Gry Cl --- 
6.1 0-23 Brn SiClLo --- 
 23-39 YBrn ClLo --- 
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6.2 0-25 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 25-45 GBrn/YBrn ClLo --- 
6.3 0-29 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 29-38 GBrn SiCl/YBrn Cl/rock 

impasse 
--- 

6.4 0-27 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 27-47 GBrn SiCl/Dk YBrn SaCl --- 
6.5 0-29 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 29-43 GBrn/YBrn ClLo --- 
6.6 0-28 GBrn SiLo --- 
 28-44 YBrn SaClLo --- 
6.7 0-26 GBrn SiLo --- 
 26-41 YBrn/Gry SaLo --- 
6.8 0-21 GBrn SiLo --- 
 21-41 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
6.9 0-29 GBrn SiLo --- 
 29-44 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
6.10 0-26 GBrn SiLo --- 
 26-46 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
6.11 0-27 GBrn SiLo --- 
 27-45 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
6.12 0-20 GBrn SiLo --- 
 20-37 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
6.13 0-25 GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-47 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
6.14 0-25 GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-47 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
6.15 0-30 GBrn SiLo --- 
 30-49 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
6.16 0-60 Brn SiLo/root impasse --- 
7.0 0-33 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 33-49 GBrn/Dk YBrn SiCl --- 
7.1 0-25 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 25-42 GBrn SiCl/Dk YBrn SaLo --- 
7.2 0-35 Brn SiClLo --- 
 35-50 GBrn/YBrn SiCl --- 
7.3 0-30 GBrn ClLo --- 
 30-45 GBrn/YBrn ClLo --- 
7.4 0-30 GBrn ClLo --- 
 30-50 GBrn/YBrn ClLo --- 
7.5 0-38 Brn ClLo --- 
 38-53 GBrn/YBrn ClLo --- 
7.6 0-50 GBrn ClLo --- 
 50-70 Dk GBrn/Dk YBrn ClLo --- 
7.7 0-70 GBrn ClLo/rock impasse --- 
7.8 0-50 Brn ClLo --- 
 50-67 Dk Gry ClLo --- 
7.9 0-44 Brn ClLo --- 
 44-63 Dk Gry ClLo --- 
7.10 0-50 Brn ClLo --- 
 50-70 Dk GBrn/Dk YBrn ClLo --- 
7.11 0-29 GBrn ClLo --- 
 29-48 GBrn/Dk GBrn ClLo --- 
7.12 0-55 GBrn ClLo --- 
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 55-70 Dk GBrn ClLo --- 
7.13 0-35 GBrn SiLo --- 
 35-51 Gry ClLo/YBrn SaLo --- 
7.14 0-75 GBrn ClLo/rock impasse --- 
7.15 0-35 Brn SiLo --- 
 35-50 Dk YBrn ClLo --- 
7.16 0-100 GBrn SiLo 14-green curved glass 
8.0 0-30 Dk GBrn SiLo --- 
 30-58 YBrn/Lt Gry SiCl --- 
8.1 0-30 Dk GBrn SiLo --- 
 30-47 YBrn/Lt Gry SiCl --- 
8.2 0-25 Dk GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-48 YBrn/Lt Gry SiCl --- 
8.3 0-26 Dk GBrn SiLo --- 
 26-60 Gry/YBrn SiCl --- 
8.4 0-30 Dk GBrn ClLo --- 
 30-65 Dk GBrn SiCl --- 
8.5 0-23 Dk GBrn ClLo --- 
 23-49 Lt GBrn SiCl --- 
8.6 0-26 Dk GBrn SaClLo --- 
 26-46 Gry Sa/grl --- 
8.7 0-21 Dk GBrn SaClLo/grl --- 
 21-42 Dk GBrn Sa/grl --- 
8.8 --- not excavated – creek  --- 
8.9 0-34 Dk GBrn ClLo --- 
 34-55 Dk GBrn/Lt Gry SiLo --- 
8.10 0-35 Dk GBrn SiClLo --- 
 35-56 Dk GBrn/Lt Gry SaCl/grl --- 
8.11 0-28 Dk GBrn ClLo --- 
 28-48 Dk GBrn/Lt Gry SaLo --- 
8.12 --- not excavated – creek  --- 
8.13 0-45 GBrn SiLo --- 
 45-65 GBrn ClLo/YBrn SaLo --- 
8.14 0-30 Brn SiLo/root impasse --- 
8.15 0-46 Brn SiLo --- 
 46-61 Gry SaCl --- 
8.16 0-44 Brn SiLo/root impasse --- 
9.0 0-41 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 41-56 Dk YBrn/Dk Gry SaCl --- 
9.1 0-26 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 26-43 Lt YBrn SaCl --- 
9.2 0-31 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 31-47 YBrn SaLo --- 
9.3 0-45 GBrn SaLo --- 
 45-62 Gry/Dk YBrn SaCl --- 
9.4 0-45 GBrn SaLo --- 
 45-65 Dk YBrn/Gry SaClLo --- 
9.5 0-39 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 39-54 Gry SaCl --- 
9.6 0-34 GBrn SaLo --- 
 34-51 Dk YBrn/Dk Gry SaCl --- 
9.7 0-43 GBrn SaLo/rock impasse --- 
9.8 0-52 GBrn SaClLo --- 
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 52-67 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
9.9 0-33 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 33-51 Lt YBrn SaCl --- 
9.10 0-20 Brn SiLo --- 
 20-33 YBrn SiClLo --- 
 33-50 GBrn ClLo --- 
9.11 0-40 Brn SiLo --- 
 40-50 YBrn SaClLo --- 
9.12 0-30 Brn SiLo --- 
 30-50 YBrn SaClLo --- 
9.13 0-30 Brn SiLo --- 
 30-50 GBrn SaClLo --- 
9.14 0-22 Brn SiLo --- 
 22-50 YBrn SaClLo --- 
9.15 0-23 Brn SaLo --- 
 23-55 YBrn SaClLo --- 
9.16 0-23 Brn SiLo --- 
 23-50 V Dk Brn SaLo --- 
10.1 0-25 GBrn SiCl --- 
 25-50 GBrn/Dk YBrn Lo --- 
10.2 0-25 GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-47 GBrn/Dk YBrn Lo --- 
10.3 0-20 GBrn SiLo --- 
 20-50 GBrn/Dk YBrn Lo --- 
10.4 0-18 GBrn SiLo/rock impasse --- 
10.5 0-28 GBrn SiCl --- 
 28-43 GBrn Lo/Dk Gry/YBrn SaLo --- 
10.6 0-30 GBrn SiLo --- 
 30-50 GBrn Lo --- 
10.7 0-15 Brn SiClLo --- 
 15-31 YBrn ClLo --- 
10.8 0-20 Brn SiClLo --- 
 20-37 Brn/Lt Gry ClLo/YBrn SaLo --- 
10.9 0-20 GBrn SiLo --- 
 20-38 GBrn/YBrn ClLo --- 
10.10 0-27 YBrn Lo --- 
 27-48 Lt Gry/YBrn Cl --- 
10.11 0-26 Dk Brn SiLo --- 
 26-48 Dk YBrn/GBrn SaClLo --- 
10.12 0-26 Dk Brn SiLo --- 
 26-48 GBrn SiClLo --- 
10.13 0-26 Dk Brn SiLo --- 
 26-50 GBrn SaClLo --- 
10.14 0-33 GBrn SiLo --- 
 33-55 V Dk Gry/YBrn Lo --- 
10.15 0-20 Dk YBrn SiLo --- 
 20-43 YBrn/Gry SaClLo --- 
10.16 0-27 Brn SiLo --- 
 27-50 YBrn SaClLo --- 
10.17 0-24 GBrn ClLo --- 
 24-40 YBrn/Lt Gry Cl --- 
10.18 0-23 Dk GBrn SiLo --- 
 23-44 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
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11.1 0-30 Dk GBrn ClLo --- 
 30-51 GBrn Lo --- 
11.2 0-45 Dk GBrn SaClLo/grl --- 
 45-60 Dk GBrn SaLo/grl --- 
11.3 0-100 GBrn Lo --- 
11.4 0-25 Dk GBrn SaClLo --- 
 25-40 YBrn/GBrn ClLo --- 
11.5 0-26 Dk GBrn ClLo --- 
 26-46 YBrn/Gry SaLo --- 
11.6 0-20 Dk GBrn ClLo --- 
 20-35 GBrn SaClLo --- 
11.7 0-30 GBrn ClLo --- 
 30-50 YBrn ClLo --- 
11.8 0-34 GBrn ClLo --- 
 34-56 YBrn/Lt Gry ClLo --- 
11.9 0-30 GBrn ClLo --- 
 30-47 YBrn/Gry ClLo --- 
11.10 0-35 GBrn ClLo/water impasse --- 
11.11 0-38 GBrn ClLo --- 
 38-52 Dk Gry/YBrn ClLo --- 
11.12 0-25 GBrn ClLo --- 
 25-48 Lt Gry/YBrn ClLo --- 
11.13 0-26 GBrn ClLo --- 
 26-52 YBrn/Lt Gry ClLo --- 
11.14 0-26 YBrn ClLo --- 
 26-50 YBrn/Gry ClLo --- 
11.15 0-26 Dk GBrn ClLo --- 
 26-42 YBrn/Lt Gry/Gry Cl --- 
11.16 0-17 Dk GBrn ClLo --- 
 17-34 YBrn Cl/Lt Gry ClLo --- 
11.17 0-29 GBrn ClLo --- 
 29-44 Lt Gry/Lt YBrn/Dk YBrn 

ClLo 
--- 

11.18 0-30 GBrn/Str Brn ClLo --- 
12.1 0-31 Dk GBrn SiLo --- 
 31-48 Gry SaClLo --- 
12.2 0-35 Dk GBrn SiLo --- 
 35-54 Gry SaClLo --- 
12.3 0-27 GBrn SiLo --- 
 27-45 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
12.4 0-23 Gry ClLo --- 
 23-47 Lt Gry/YBrn SaCl --- 
12.5 0-29 GBrn SiLo --- 
 29-46 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
12.6 0-33 Gry ClLo --- 
 33-50 Lt Gry/YBrn SaCl --- 
12.7 0-27 Lt GBrn SiLo --- 
 27-43 YBrn SaCl --- 
12.8 0-28 Dk GBrn ClLo --- 
 28-49 YBrn/Lt Gry SaClLo --- 
12.9 0-23 GBrn SiLo --- 
 23-44 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
12.10 0-32 GBrn ClLo --- 
 32-47 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
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12.11 0-28 Brn SiLo --- 
 28-45 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
12.12 0-33 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 33-50 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
12.13 0-21 GBrn SiLo --- 
 21-40 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
12.14 0-27 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 27-44 Lt Gry/YBrn SaCl --- 
12.15 0-30 GBrn SiLo --- 
 30-47 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
12.16 0-29 GBrn ClLo --- 
 29-48 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
12.17 0-26 GBrn SiLo --- 
 26-43 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
12.18 0-31 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 31-46 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
13.1 0-20 Gry SiLo --- 
 20-40 YBrn/GBrn ClLo --- 
13.2 0-24 GBrn SiLo --- 
 24-45 YBrn ClLo --- 
13.3 0-25 Gry SiLo --- 
 25-40 YBrn/GBrn ClLo --- 
13.4 0-30 GBrn ClLo --- 
 30-46 YBrn SaLo/GBrn ClLo --- 
13.5 0-40 GBrn SiLo --- 
 40-55 GBrn ClLo/YBrn SaLo --- 
13.6 0-32 Gry SiLo --- 
 32-46 YBrn SaLo/GBrn ClLo --- 
13.7 0-30 Gry SiLo --- 
 30-45 YBrn SaLo/GBrn ClLo --- 
13.8 0-26 GBrn ClLo --- 
 26-45 YBrn SaLo/Brn ClLo --- 
13.9 0-20 GBrn SiLo --- 
 20-45 YBrn SaLo/GBrn ClLo --- 
13.10 0-31 Gry SiLo --- 
 31-46 YBrn ClLo --- 
13.11 0-30 GBrn SiLo --- 
 30-50 GBrn ClLo/YBrn SaLo --- 
13.12 0-30 GBrn SiLo --- 
 30-45 YBrn ClLo --- 
13.13 0-25 GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-45 GBrn ClLo/YBrn SaLo --- 
13.14 0-27 GBrn SaLo --- 
 27-50 YBrn/GBrn ClLo --- 
13.15 0-35 GBrn SiLo --- 
 35-50 YBrn SaLo/GBrn ClLo --- 
13.16 0-22 Gry SaLo --- 
 22-44 YBrn SaLo/GBrn ClLo --- 
13.17 0-30 Brn SiLo --- 
 30-45 YBrn SaLo/GBrn ClLo --- 
13.18 0-33 GBrn ClLo --- 
 33-50 YBrn/GBrn SaCl --- 
14.1 0-30 GBrn SaClLo --- 
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 30-48 YBrn/Lt Gry Cl --- 
14.2 0-30 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 30-46 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
14.3 0-30 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 30-46 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl/grl --- 
14.4 0-34 GBrn SaCl --- 
 34-50 Lt Gry/YBrn SaCl --- 
14.5 0-30 GBrn SaClLo/grl --- 
 30-48 Lt Gry SaCl/grl --- 
14.6 0-20 GBrn Lo --- 
 20-38 Lt Gry/YBrn SaCl --- 
14.7 0-30 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 30-50 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
14.8 0-33 GBrn SaLo --- 
 33-50 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
14.9 0-26 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 26-46 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
14.10 0-30 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 30-48 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
14.11 0-28 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 28-43 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
14.12 0-21 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 21-39 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
14.13 0-26 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 26-44 YBrn/Dk YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
14.14 0-16 GBrn SiLo --- 
 16-32 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
14.15 0-28 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 28-43 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
14.16 0-27 GBrn SiClLo --- 
 27-44 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
14.17 0-25 GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-47 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
14.18 0-30 GBrn ClLo --- 
 30-48 YBrn/Gry ClLo --- 
15.1 0-32 GBrn SiLo --- 
 32-51 YBrn/Gry SaClLo --- 
15.2 0-20 Dk Brn SiLo --- 
 20-43 YBrn/GBrn SaClLo --- 
15.3 0-30 Dk Brn SiLo --- 
 30-48 YBrn/GBrn SaClLo --- 
15.4 0-18 Dk Brn SiLo --- 
 18-37 YBrn/GBrn SaClLo --- 
15.5 0-24 Dk Brn SiLo --- 
 24-40 YBrn/GBrn SaClLo --- 
15.6 0-20 Brn SiLo --- 
 20-40 YBrn SaClLo --- 
15.7 0-26 Dk Brn SiLo --- 
 26-42 YBrn SaClLo --- 
15.8 0-20 Brn SiLo --- 
 20-38 YBrn SaClLo --- 
15.9 0-20 Dk Brn SiLo --- 
 20-38 GBrn/YBrn SaClLo --- 
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15.10 0-23 Brn SiLo --- 
 23-40 YBrn SaClLo --- 
15.11 0-27 GBrn SiLo --- 
 27-42 YBrn SaClLo --- 
15.12 0-23 Brn SiLo --- 
 23-43 YBrn SaClLo --- 
15.13 0-16 Brn SiLo --- 
 16-35 YBrn SaClLo --- 
15.14 0-32 GBrn ClLo --- 
 32-48 YBrn/Gry SaCl --- 
15.15 0-23 GBrn ClLo --- 
 23-39 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
15.16 0-23 Brn SiLo --- 
 23-40 YBrn SaClLo --- 
15.17 0-24 Brn SiLo --- 
 24-44 YBrn SaClLo --- 
15.18 0-25 GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-40 GBrn ClLo/YBrn SaLo --- 
16.1 0-34 GBrn ClLo --- 
 34-50 YBrn/Gry ClLo --- 
16.2 0-24 GBrn ClLo --- 
 24-42 YBrn/Lt GBrn ClLo --- 
16.3 0-24 GBrn ClLo --- 
 24-41 YBrn/Lt Gry ClLo --- 
16.4 0-32 GBrn ClLo --- 
 32-49 YBrn/Lt Gry ClLo --- 
16.5 0-35 GBrn ClLo --- 
 35-50 YBrn/Lt Gry ClLo --- 
16.6 0-40 GBrn ClLo --- 
 40-57 Lt YBrn ClLo --- 
16.7 0-29 GBrn ClLo --- 
 29-50 YBrn/Lt GBrn ClLo --- 
16.8 0-24 GBrn ClLo --- 
 24-40 YBrn/Lt GBrn ClLo --- 
16.9 0-34 GBrn ClLo 1-metal washer, 1-magnetic disk, 1-plastic 

“Casio” nameplate 
 34-52 YBrn/Lt GBrn ClLo --- 
16.10 0-26 GBrn SiLo --- 
 26-41 Dk YBrn/YBrn SaClLo --- 
16.11 0-30 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 30-47 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
16.12 0-25 Brn SiLo --- 
 25-43 YBrn SaClLo --- 
16.13 0-23 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 23-41 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
16.14 0-29 GBrn SaClLo --- 
 29-47 YBrn/Lt Gry SaCl --- 
16.15 0-25 GBrn SiLo --- 
 25-44 YBrn/Dk GBrn SaClLo --- 
16.16 0-25 Brn SiLo --- 
 25-48 YBrn SaClLo --- 
16.17 0-28 Brn SiLo --- 
 28-41 Dk YBrn/GBrn SaClLo --- 
16.18 0-23 Brn SiLo --- 
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 23-45 YBrn SaClLo --- 
 
 

Lt- Light, Dk-Dark, GBrn-Gray Brown, YBrn-Yellow Brown      Cl- Clay, Lo-Loam, Si-Silt, Sa-Sand 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 Wetzl Development has proposed a residential development on a 22.45± acre portion of the 

42.52± acre Big Tree Road & Wilson Drive project site on the south side of Big Tree Road in the Town 

of Hamburg, County of Erie, and State of New York. Wetzl Development has retained Earth 

Dimensions, Inc. (EDI) to perform a Wildlife Survey and Habitat Assessment study to identify existing 

ecological communities, presence of wildlife and the existence or potential for listed State and/or Federal 

species and/or their habitats. The proposed survey is in response to the Town of Hamburg issuing a 

Positive Declaration on September 15, 2021. Coordination with the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and United States Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) was 

conducted to determine their jurisdictional authority over the investigation area, pursuant to Title 6 of 

the New York Codes, Rules and Regulations (6NYCRR), Part 360.8 and Section 7 of the Endangered 

Species Act. 

 A preliminary review of available information pertaining to ecological communities, listed 

species, vegetation, soils, and hydrology in the project area was implemented prior to conducting a field 

investigation at the site. Sources of information include Figure 1: United States Geological Survey 

(USGS), Figure 2: National Wetland Inventory (NWI), Figure 3: Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS), and Figure 4 NYSDEC Freshwater Wetland maps. EDI applied methodology specified 

by the New York Natural Heritage Program in performing the habitat assessment. Within the 

investigation area, EDI identified five (5) ecological communities. 

 During initial review, USFWS identified the potential for Federally Threatened Northern Long-

eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis) within the site. NYSDEC Natural Heritage identified no listed species 

or habitats within or near the project site. 

 A detailed field investigation was conducted on October 18, 2021 to document existing site 

conditions and survey for wildlife usage. No listed species, significant habitats or unique wildlife were 

identified during the field investigation.  
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SECTION I:  INTRODUCTION  

 

Wetzl Development has proposed a residential development on a 22.45± acre portion of the 

42.52± acre Big Tree Road & Wilson Drive project site on the south side of Big Tree Road in the Town 

of Hamburg, County of Erie, and State of New York. In response to the potentially moderate to large 

impacts being identified in the Positive Declaration issued by the Town of Hamburg, a wildlife survey 

and habitat assessment was conducted. The investigation area is dominated by early successional shrub 

and forested communities with mixed upland and wetland areas. The site is located on the USGS 7.5 

minute quadrangle map indexed as Buffalo SE/USGS (Figure 1). The wildlife survey and habitat 

assessment field work was completed on October 18, 2021 by an Ecologist from Earth Dimensions, Inc.  

 

Wetzl Development has retained Earth Dimensions, Inc. (EDI) to complete a wildlife survey and 

habitat assessment study at this site. The vegetative communities identified during the field assessment 

were characterized based on the technical document updated in 2014 titled, “Ecological Communities of 

New York State” (Edinger et al.). The investigation was designed to determine potential impacts to 

wildlife and ecological resources within the project site.  

 

The New York State Natural Heritage Program and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

on-line mapping resources were consulted in order to determine whether known occurrences of protected 

species have been located in the project vicinity. The Natural Heritage Program did not identify any 

listed species or significant habitats within or adjacent to the investigation area. The Information for 

Planning and Consultation (IPaC) was utilized to identify any USFWS listed species or habitats within 

the site. Federally Threatened Northern Long-eared Bat was identified. USFWS also identified seven (7) 

migratory birds that are identified as a Bird of Conservation Concern. The birds identified are American 

golden-plover, bald eagle, blue-winged warbler, golden eagle, lesser yellowlegs, red-headed woodpecker 

and wood thrush.  

 

EDI has performed a wildlife survey and habitat assessment at the site under guidelines specified 

by the NYSDEC New York Natural Heritage Program and USFWS. The purpose of this report is to 

present EDI's findings with respect to the Big Tree Road & Wilson Drive project site.  
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SECTION II:  SITE DESCRIPTION  

 

The Big Tree Road & Wilson Drive parcel is a 42.52± acre site on the south side of Big Tree 

Road. The development footprint consists of the 22.45± acre northern portion of the parcel. The 

proposed development footprint will result in the development of approximately 53% of the site. The 

area to be developed is dominated by low-quality successional shrubland and early successional northern 

hardwood communities that are encumbered by invasive plant species. A young, forested community 

with scattered evergreen trees is present along the eastern edge of the project site. A perennial stream 

(Tributary to Rush Creek) flows westward through the central portion of the development area. The 

investigation area is outlined on Figure 1 in Appendix A.  

 

 The natural topography of the investigation area is flat to gently sloping. The uplands within the 

investigation area consisted of successional shrubland, successional northern hardwood and pine-

northern hardwood communities. The wetland areas were found to consist of scrub-shrub swamp and 

hardwood swamp communities. The vegetative communities of the investigation area are described 

according to Ecological Communities of New York State (Edinger et al. 2014).  

 

 The development plan utilizes the lack of wetlands within the northern portion of the site. Scrub-

shrub and forested wetlands dominate the southern portion of the site and will be avoided during 

development. The plan identifies the impacts to 0.04± acre of wetland for placement of the stormwater 

management area. A total of 20.07± acres of green space will be preserved within the site. Additionally, 

a perennial stream channel (Rush Creek) is present in the northern portion of the site. The channel will 

have a 25-foot wide buffer that will be planted with native trees and shrubs.  

 

 During the field investigation, no significant communities or habitats were identified. The 

dominant communities within the development footprint are commonly found throughout Western New 

York and provide no unusual ecological functions. The area proposed for development is the lowest 

quality habitat within the site, based on the density of invasive shrubs and lack of wetland communities.   
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SECTION III:  PURPOSE  
 

 The purpose of this study is to complete a wildlife survey and general ecological assessment of 

the site in response to the Positive Declaration issued by the Town of Hamburg. The investigation was 

designed to document wildlife usage and the potential for negative ecological impacts based on the 

proposed development footprint. Specifically, item 7g: “The proposed action may substantially interfere 

with nesting/breeding, foraging, or over-wintering habitat for the predominant species that occupy or use 

the project site” and item 7h: “The proposed action requires the conversion of more than 10 acres of 

forest, grassland or any other regionally or locally important habitat” were noted as potentially moderate 

to large impacts in the Positive Declaration.   
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SECTION IV:  SPECIES DESCRIPTIONS  

 USFWS identified the Federally Threatened Northern Long-eared Bat as potentially within the 

project area. NYSDEC Natural Heritage Program did not identify any threatened or endangered species 

within or adjacent to the project site. USFWS also identified seven (7) bird species that are protected 

under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act or Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, and that are identified as 

Birds of Conservation Concern. There are no Section 7 ESA regulations for migratory birds not 

specifically listed as threatened or endangered.  

 Northern long-eared bat populations in the northeastern United States have fallen dramatically 

since the discovery of white-nose syndrome. Northern long-eared bats winter in caves and mines, often 

hibernating in small cracks and crevices. The northern long-eared bat’s range includes much of the 

eastern and north central United States. In New York, they occur in a patchy distribution and may be 

found throughout most of the state including Long Island. Winter surveys prior to the start of WNS had 

recorded this species in all regions of the state where mines and caves have been surveyed. During the 

summer, northern long-eared bats roost underneath bark, in cavities or in crevices of both live trees and 

snags (dead trees) typically over 3 inches in diameter at breast height (dbh). Log piles and downed trees 

with cracks or crevices are also used, although not as commonly as standing trees.  Northern long-eared 

bats seem to be flexible in selecting roosts, choosing roost trees based on suitability to retain bark or 

provide cavities or crevices. Breeding typically occurs in late summer to early fall, near the hibernacula. 

Females retain the males sperm over winter and the eggs are fertilized during ovulation in the spring. 

Females concentrate in areas where maternity roost are readily available, where they give birth to and 

raise a single pup. During June and July, these pups are flightless and any disturbance to the roost tree or 

immediate area can be detrimental. 

 American golden-plover is listed as a Bird of Conservation Concern based on their declining 

population likely due to habitat loss on the breeding and wintering grounds. American golden-plovers 

utilize lagoons and estuaries for feeding during migration. Breeding occurs in the arctic and subarctic 

tundra, both in lowlands and mountains. During migration, flocks gather in native prairie, pastures, sod 

farms, farmland, mudflats and shorelines habitats. Based on locations identified by Cornell’s E-bird 

mapping tools, American golden-plovers are uncommon in Erie County, with nearly all records being 

along the Lake Erie shoreline. Development of the proposed project will have no effect on American 

golden-plover as they do not breed in New York and there is no suitable feeding habitat within or 

adjacent to the site.  
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 Bald eagle is not a species listed as a Bird of Conservation Concern, but rather warrants attention 

because of the Eagle Act of 1940. It is unlikely that bald eagles utilize the site due to lack of feeding 

areas (large open water areas) and lack of nesting areas (large trees near open water). Based on locations 

identified by Cornell’s E-bird mapping tools, Bald eagles are present along the lake Erie shoreline and 

other areas with open accessible water for hunting. Dense shrubby and forested communities of Erie 

County do not provide suitable breeding or feeding habitat for bald eagles. Bald eagles may fly over the 

site; however, the site provides minimal important habitat. 

 Blue-winged warbler is a common species in New York but is listed as a Bird of Conservation 

Concern based on their declining population likely due to habitat loss and hybridizing with golden-

winged warblers. Populations are secure and scattered suitable habitat is present in Western New York.  

Blue-winged warblers breed in shrublands, thickets and forest edge communities. Based on locations 

identified by Cornell’s E-bird mapping tools, blue-winged warblers are generally uncommon in Erie 

County, with scattered breeding locations noted in the eastern and southern portion of the county. 

Preservation of nearly half of the parcel will preserve any suitable shrubland habitat that may be utilized 

for breeding; however, breeding is unlikely based on the proximity to existing development and small 

size of the forested area. 

 Golden eagle is not a species listed as a Bird of Conservation Concern, but rather warrants 

attention because of the Eagle Act of 1940. Golden eagles utilize cliff nesting sites overlooking water 

and hunt open country for small mammals. Golden eagles are very uncommon in New York, identified 

most common during migration north in the spring or south in the fall. It is unlikely that golden eagles 

utilize the site based on the distance from known breeding areas and lack of nesting areas (cliffs near 

open water). Based on locations identified by Cornell’s E-bird mapping tools, golden eagles have been 

reported in Erie County, but only along the Lake Erie shoreline. All records have been during migration 

in late March-early April and late October-early November. No nesting has been confirmed for several 

decades. Golden eagles may fly over the site; however, the site provides minimal important habitat. 

 Lesser yellowlegs is a Bird of Conservation Concern based on the decrease of populations likely 

from loss of wintering habitat in South America. Lesser yellowlegs utilize the shore of Lake Erie for 

migrating to and from the breeding grounds in northern Canada. Based on locations identified by 

Cornell’s E-bird mapping tools, lesser yellowlegs have been reported in Erie County, with 

concentrations of observations along the Lake Erie shoreline. Scattered observations have been noted 

throughout the county during migration. Habitats utilized include open fresh and brackish wetlands, 

mudflats, marshes, land and pond edges, wet meadows, sewage ponds and flooded agriculture fields. 

The habitat within the project site is not suitable for the presence of lesser yellowlegs based on the 
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density and coverage of shrub and tree species. Development of the northern portion of the parcel will 

have no effect on lesser yellowlegs.  

 Red-headed woodpecker is a Bird of Conservation Concern based on population declines from 

loss of habitat and forest conversion for development. Few breeding locations are known in Erie County 

and are located in the northern portion of the county. Red-headed woodpeckers breed in deciduous 

woodlands with oak or beech, groves of dead or dying trees, river bottoms, burned areas and grasslands 

with scattered trees. They have no affinity for nesting locations; they may be common one year and 

absent the next. Within the project parcel, a small area of mature woods is present in the southwest 

corner of the site. This area is proposed to be preserved and would be the only potentially suitable 

habitat for red-headed woodpeckers. Therefore, development of the project will have no impact to red-

headed woodpeckers based on the lack of suitable habitat within the development footprint and the 

preservation of wooded areas. 

 Wood thrush is a common local breeder that prefers deciduous forests with a high canopy and 

dense understory for nesting. Wood thrushes are common and abundant in Erie County per the E-bird 

mapping tools. No suitable breeding habitat is present within the site, based on the dense understory 

present and lack of large open wooded areas. No individuals were identified during the field 

investigation. Development of the project will have minimal impact to wood thrush populations.  
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SECTION V:  FIELD INVESTIGATION PROCEDURES  

      In order to accurately identify the limits of various vegetative communities, aerial photography 

(Figure 6) and ground truthing were utilized. As depicted on Figure 5 in Appendix A and included in 

Appendix B, ten (10) data points were used to characterize the site. Figure 5 depicts the locations of the 

photos included in Appendix C.   

       

 The plant community inhabiting each observation point was characterized.  Dominant plant 

species were identified within four vegetative strata (i.e. herb, sapling/shrub, tree and liana (woody 

vines) at each sampling point.  The quadrant sizes used for the vegetative strata were (i) a 3.28-foot 

radius for herbs; (ii) a ten-foot radius for saplings/shrubs and woody vines; and (iii) a 30-foot radius for 

trees.  Dominant plant species were estimated using aerial coverage methods.   

            

 The plant community data was summarized on the data forms provided in the Northcentral and 

Northeast Regional Supplement included in this report as Appendix B. Details about each community 

type are included in the community descriptions in Section V.  

 

 In addition to plant community descriptions, a full wildlife assessment was conducted during the 

site visit. All birds, mammals and reptiles/amphibians were identified. During the site visit, three (3) 

mammals, one (1) amphibian and eighteen (18) bird species were identified.  
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SECTION VI:  STUDY AREA HABITATS &  FINDINGS  
 

The field investigation documented all individuals observed and signs of wildlife use within the 

site. Tracks of white-tailed deer and raccoon were noted within the site. Several cotton-tail rabbits were 

seen in the dense shrub communities. Within the wetlands, spring peepers were heard (actively singing 

despite the cold conditions). Birds seen and/or heard during the visit included American crow, ruby-

crowned kinglet, golden-crowned kinglet, blue jay, American goldfinch, northern cardinal, American 

robin, black-capped chickadee, red-tail hawk, downy woodpecker, yellow-rumped warbler, pine warbler, 

dark-eyed junco, mourning dove, house finch, European starling, white-breasted nuthatch and tufted 

titmouse. The bird species identified are common throughout Erie County and have a wide range of 

habitats they utilize. None of the species identified are of significant conservation concern. 

Within the investigation area, EDI identified five (5) major ecological communities, none of 

which are listed as vulnerable in New York State. They are as follows: 

Ecological Community Global Rank State Rank 

1. Successional Shrubland 1. G4 1. S4 

2. Successional Northern Hardwoods 2. G5 2. S5 

3. Pine-Northern Hardwoods 3. G4 3. S4 

4. Scrub-shrub swamp 4. G5 4. S5 

5. Hardwood Swamp 5. G5 5. S4 

 

 Figure 5 in Appendix A depicts the vegetative communities as they existed at the time of the 

investigation. The vegetative communities of the investigation area are described according to 

Ecological Communities of New York State (Edinger et al. 2014). The following is a description of each 

major community type encountered. 

 

 The successional shrubland community contained the following species: red pine (Pinus 

resinosa), tatarian honeysuckle (Lonicera tatarica), white ash (Fraxinus americana), gray dogwood 

(Cornus racemosa), European buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), graceful sedge (Carex gracillima) and 

summer grape (Vitis aestivalis). 

 

The successional northern hardwood community contained the following species: black cherry 

(Prunus serotina), shagbark hickory (Carya ovata), hophornbeam (Ostrya virginiana), northern red oak 

(Quercus rubra), common serviceberry (Amelanchier arborea), red maple (Acer rubrum), quaking aspen 
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(Populus tremuloides), red pine (Pinus resinosa), white ash (Fraxinus americana), Tatarian honeysuckle 

(Lonicera tatarica), multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora), cockspur hawthorn (Crataegus crus-galli), sugar 

maple (Acer saccharum), gray dogwood (Cornus racemosa), glossy buckthorn (Frangula alnus) garlic 

mustard (Alliaria petiolata), Virginia strawberry (Fragaria virginiana), graceful sedge (Carex 

gracillima), eastern woodland sedge (Carex blanda), common cinquefoil (Potentilla simplex) and 

summer grape (Vitis aestivalis).  

 

 The pine-northern hardwood community contained the following species: red pine (Pinus 

resinosa), white ash (Fraxinus americana), sugar maple (Acer saccharum), Tatarian honeysuckle 

(Lonicera tatarica), gray dogwood (Cornus racemosa), cockspur hawthorn (Crataegus crus-galli) and 

summer grape (Vitis aestivalis). 

 

 The scrub-shrub swamp community contained the following species: eastern cottonwood 

(Populus deltoides), red maple (Acer rubrum), green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica), silky dogwood 

(Cornus amomum), pussy willow (Salix discolor), gray dogwood (Cornus racemosa), Tatarian 

honeysuckle (Lonicera tatarica), American elm (Ulmus americana), European buckthorn (Rhamnus 

cathartica), purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), common rush (Juncus effusus), tall goldenrod 

(Solidago gigantea), woolgrass (Scirpus cyperinus), creeping bentgrass (Agrostis stolonifera) and 

sensitive fern (Onoclea sensibilis).  

 

 The hardwood swamp community contained the following species: red maple (Acer rubrum), 

silver maple (Acer saccharinum), green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica), pin oak (Quercus palustris), 

shagbark hickory (Carya ovata), silky dogwood (Cornus amomum), glossy buckthorn (Frangula alnus), 

gray dogwood (Cornus racemosa), American hornbeam (Carpinus caroliniana), creeping bentgrass 

(Agrostis stolonifera), tall goldenrod (Solidago gigantea), calico aster (Symphyotrichum lateriflorum), 

fowl mannagrass (Glyceria striata), yellow avens (Geum aleppicum), common rush (Juncus effusus), 

reed canarygrass (Phalaris arundinacea), upright sedge (Carex stricta), sensitive fern (Onoclea 

sensibilis) and summer grape (Vitis aestivalis). 
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SECTION VII:  CONCLUSION  
  

 Earth Dimensions, Inc. (EDI) has completed a habitat assessment study at the Big Tree Road & 

Wilson Drive site located in the Town of Hamburg, County of Erie, and State of New York. A field 

investigation was conducted by an Ecologist from EDI. The study identified five (5) vegetative 

community types present within the site.      

  A map which depicts the site boundaries, the dominant community types and the location of all 

observation points and photo locations established during the field survey is included as Figure 5 in 

Appendix A of this report.  Data forms are included as Appendix B.  Appendix C includes 

representative photographs of the community types.  Appendix D notes the references used during the 

preparation of this report and during the field investigation.  Appendix E provides the names, addresses 

and phone numbers of the survey personnel involved in the wetland delineation study. Appendix F 

provides the correspondence from the USFWS and NYSDEC. 

 In summary, EDI determined that no significant ecological communities or high-quality 

wildlife habitat is present within the project area. The Habitat Assessment found potentially suitable 

habitat is present for northern long-eared bat, blue-winged warbler and red-headed woodpecker, 

although the habitat identified is minimal in area and will be mostly preserved during development. No 

listed species were identified during the site investigation. Additionally, EDI’s professional opinion is 

that the habitat to be removed for development of the proposed project is of low quality and is a 

common ecological setting throughout western New York. Wildlife habitat that is proposed for 

removal is present within the preserved portion of the development parcel and also extends off-site 

southward. The proposed project will have minimal negative effect on regional wildlife usage based on 

loss of habitat and construction activities.  

 Regarding the federally listed northern long-eared bat, potentially suitable habitat was 

identified in the southern portion of the site. The habitat identified includes forested wetland and 

upland wooded communities. The potentially suitable habitat is of low quality for bats based on the 

dense understory and low density of trees with suitable roosting locations (peeling bark, cavities, etc.). 

Although the proposed development is unlikely to affect northern long-eared bats, EDI recommends 

tree clearing be completed between August 1 and May 31 based on USFWS recommendations for sites 

that are beyond 5 miles from a known winter hibernacula or beyond 1/2 mile from a known summer 

roost location.  
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FIG URE 1:  USGS  7.5  M INUTE  TOP OG RAPHI CAL MAP  

 

 

 

Buffalo SE Quadrangle / U.S. Geological Survey 

Big Tree & Wilson Drive 

Town of Hamburg, Erie County, New York 
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FIG URE 2:  NATI ONAL WETLANDS INVENT O RY MAP  

http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.HTML (11/8/21) 

Big Tree & Wilson Drive 

Town of Hamburg, Erie County, New York 
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FIG URE 3:  NRCS  ERIE  CO UNTY  SOIL SURVE Y  MAP  

http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx (11/8/21) 

Big Tree & Wilson Drive 

Town of Hamburg, Erie County, New York 
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FIG URE 4:  NYSDEC  ENVIRONMENTAL  RESO URCE  MAPPE R  

http://www.dec.ny.gov/imsmaps/ERM/viewer.htm (11/8/21) 

Big Tree & Wilson Drive 

Town of Hamburg, Erie County, New York 
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FIG URE 6:  SITE  AE RIA L PHOT OG RAPH  

https://gis.erie.gov/Html5Viewer133/index.html?viewer=ErieCountyNY (11/8/21) 

Big Tree & Wilson Drive 

Town of Hamburg, Erie County, New York 
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W5D93e  Big Tree Road & Wilson Drive 

  Earth Dimensions, Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photo 1: Facing west. Depicts the northern hardwood 

community of data point D1. 

Photo 2: Facing south. Depicts the scrub-shrub swamp 

community of wetland W2 at data point D2.  

Photo 3: Facing north. Depicts the hardwood swamp 

community of wetland W1 at data point D3. 

Photo 4: Facing north. Depicts the successional northern 

hardwood community at data point D4  

Photo 5: Facing east. Depicts Stream 1 at the western 

edge of the investigation area. 

Photo 6: Facing south. Depicts the ditch south of Big 

Tree Road.  
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Photo 7: Facing east. Depicts the successional shrubland 

community at data point D5. 

Photo 8: Facing east. Depicts the pine-hardwoods 

community at data point D6. 

Photo 9: Facing west. Depicts the scrub-shrub swamp 

community of wetland W3 at data point D7. 

Photo 10: Facing north. Depicts the hardwood swamp 

community of wetland W4 at data point D8. 

Photo 11: Facing east. Depicts the successional northern 

hardwood community at data point D9. 

Photo 12: Facing east. Depicts the successional northern 

hardwood community at data point D10. 



W5D93e  Big Tree Road & Wilson Drive 

  Earth Dimensions, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 13: Facing east. Depicts the northwest portion of 

the site. 

Photo 14: Facing south. Depicts site from the south edge 

of Big Tree Road.  

Photo 15: Facing west. Depicts the Stream within the 

project area to be planted with native trees & shrubs. 

Photo 16: Facing east. Depicts the central portion of the 

project footprint. 

Photo 17: Facing north. Depicts the dense successional 

shrubland community within the project footprint.  

Photo 18: Facing south. Depicts the central portion of 

the project footprint.  
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Photo 19: Facing west. Depicts a hardwood swamp 

community in the preserved area. 

Photo 20: Facing south. Depicts a hardwood swamp 

community in the preserved area.  

Photo 21: Facing west. Depicts a young northern 

hardwood community in the preserved area. 

Photo 22: Facing west. Depicts a hardwood swamp 

community in the preserved area.  

Photo 23: Facing east. Depicts a hardwood forest 

community in the preserved area.  

Photo 24: Facing west. Depicts a mature hardwood 

community in the preserved area. 
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October 18, 2021

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

New York Ecological Services Field Office
3817 Luker Road

Cortland, NY 13045-9385
Phone: (607) 753-9334 Fax: (607) 753-9699

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm

In Reply Refer To: 
Consultation Code: 05E1NY00-2022-SLI-0165 
Event Code: 05E1NY00-2022-E-00658  
Project Name: Big Tree & Wilson
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project.  The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).  This list can also 
be used to determine whether listed species may be present for projects without federal agency 
involvement.  New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and 
distribution of species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list.

Please feel free to contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the 
potential impacts to federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated 
and proposed critical habitat.  Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations 
implementing section 7 of the ESA, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 
days.  This verification can be completed formally or informally as desired.  The Service 
recommends that verification be completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC site at regular intervals 
during project planning and implementation for updates to species lists and information.  An 
updated list may be requested through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process 
used to receive the enclosed list.  If listed, proposed, or candidate species were identified as 
potentially occurring in the project area, coordination with our office is encouraged.  Information 
on the steps involved with assessing potential impacts from projects can be found at:  http:// 
www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require 
development of an eagle conservation plan (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/ 
eagle_guidance.html).  Additionally, wind energy projects should follow the Services wind 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html
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▪

energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing impacts to migratory birds 
and bats.  

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications 
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast)  can be found at:  http:// 
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm; http:// 
www.towerkill.com; and http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/ 
comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species.  The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the ESA.  Please include the Consultation Tracking Number 
in the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project 
that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List

http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm
http://www.towerkill.com/
http://www.towerkill.com/
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

New York Ecological Services Field Office
3817 Luker Road
Cortland, NY 13045-9385
(607) 753-9334
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 05E1NY00-2022-SLI-0165
Event Code: Some(05E1NY00-2022-E-00658)
Project Name: Big Tree & Wilson
Project Type: DEVELOPMENT
Project Description: The site will be partially developed as residential. More than half of the 

site will be undisturbed due to federally jurisdictional wetlands.
Project Location:

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@42.7665021,-78.80702857079423,14z

Counties: Erie County, New York

https://www.google.com/maps/@42.7665021,-78.80702857079423,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.7665021,-78.80702857079423,14z
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1.

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 2 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

Mammals
NAME STATUS

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Insects
NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743


EAF Mapper Summary Report Wednesday, November 3, 2021 10:35 
AM

Disclaimer:   The EAF Mapper is a screening tool intended to assist 
project sponsors and reviewing agencies in preparing an environmental 
assessment form (EAF). Not all questions asked in the EAF are 
answered by the EAF Mapper. Additional information on any EAF 
question can be obtained by consulting the EAF Workbooks.  Although 
the EAF Mapper provides the most up-to-date digital data available to 
DEC, you may also need to contact local or other data sources in order 
to obtain data not provided by the Mapper. Digital data is not a 
substitute for agency determinations.

Part 1 / Question 7  [Critical Environmental 
Area]

No

Part 1 / Question 12a  [National or State 
Register of Historic Places or State Eligible 
Sites]

No

Part 1 / Question 12b  [Archeological Sites] Yes

Part 1 / Question 13a [Wetlands or Other 
Regulated Waterbodies]

Yes - Digital mapping information on local and federal wetlands and 
waterbodies is known to be incomplete. Refer to EAF Workbook.

Part 1 / Question 15 [Threatened or 
Endangered Animal]

No

Part 1 / Question 16 [100 Year Flood Plain] No

Part 1 / Question 20 [Remediation Site] No

1Short Environmental Assessment Form - EAF Mapper Summary Report
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Description of Requested Rezoning from C-1 and R-1 to R-3 and  

Description of Proposed Residential Project  
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EXHIBIT 1 

DESCRIPTION OF REQUESTED REZONING OF A PORTION OF 0 BIG TREE ROAD 

FROM C-1 AND R-1 TO R-3 AND DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT  

Wetzl Development, LLC (the “Applicant”) has entered into a contract to purchase the 

parcels at 0 Big Tree Road (S.B.L. No. 160.19-2-1.1) comprised of approximately 41.883 acres of 

land and 0 Wilson Drive (S.B.L. No. 171.07-1-1) comprised of approximately 0.5614 acres of land 

(collectively the “Project Site”).  The two parcels are depicted on the Parcels Reports from the Erie 

County GIS attached as Exhibit “4” and more particularly described on the survey prepared by 

Creekside Boundary Land Surveying attached as Exhibit “2”.  

The project layout is depicted on the updated Concept Plan [Drawing C-100 – Date: 

11/02/20] prepared by Carmina Wood Morris DPC.  A copy of the updated Concept Plan is 

provided at Exhibit “3”.  The Applicant is seeking to amend the zoning classification of 22.4 acres 

of the approximately 42 acre Project Site from C-1 and R-1 to R-3 acres.  The portion of the Project 

Site to be rezoned to R-3 would consist of a total of 156 attached residential units for lease (2-story 

buildings consisting of 64 units with attached garages on the portion of the Project Site closest to 

Big Tree Road and single-story building consisting of 92 units with attached garages on the 

remaining acreage to be rezoned to R-3).   

Pursuant to the updated Concept Plan attached as Exhibit “3”, the previously proposed 

eighteen (18) lots residential subdivision with a public roadway connecting to Big Wilson Drive 

would be eliminated and replaced with additional Permanent Open Space that would ensure that 

no development will occur behind any of the existing homes on Wilson Drive.  The Permanent 

Open Space to remain undeveloped would consist of 20.1 acres, or nearly 50% of the Project Site. 
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The Project Sponsor believes that the updated Concept Plan [Drawing C-100 – Date: 

11/02/20] as presented during the Planning Board meeting on November 18, 2020 is preferable to 

the previous Concept Plan that included an eighteen (18) lot residential subdivision for several 

reasons including the following: 

1. The updated Concept Plan eliminates the previously proposed eighteen (18) lot residential 

subdivision with a proposed public roadway connecting to Wilson Drive. 

 

2. By eliminating the previously proposed eighteen (18) lot residential subdivision, the 

concern raised by the Planning Board during its meeting on October 7th regarding the 

potential for encroachments into the jurisdictional federal wetlands is no longer applicable. 

 

3. The elimination of the previously proposed eighteen (18) lot residential subdivision results 

in the elimination of the public roadway connecting to Wilson Drive, which is beneficial 

to the Town from a fiscal perspective since the residential project would no longer include 

any on-site public infrastructure improvements. 

 

4. The updated Concept Plan increases the amount of Permanent Open Space to 20.1 acres, 

or nearly 50% of the Project Site.  In connection with the requested rezoning of 22.4 acres 

of the Project Site from C-1 and R-1 to R-3, it would be acceptable to the Project Sponsor 

if the Planning Board recommends that the Town Board impose a zoning condition 

requiring that a Declaration of Restrictions be recorded at the Erie County Clerk’s Office 

prohibiting any future residential development within the 20.1 acres of Permanent Open 

Space.  The Declaration of Restrictions would recorded at the Erie County Clerk’s Office 

once the Project Sponsor acquires ownership of the Project Site.1  

 

5. The updated Concept Plan reduces the impact to the jurisdictional wetlands from 0.30 acres 

to only 0.04 acres. 

 

6. The updated Concept Plan would result in substantial Permanent Open Space behind all of 

the existing homes on the relevant portion of Wilson Drive.  The rear boundary of the 

closest residential lot on Wilson Drive to the closest boundary of the portion of the Project 

to be rezoned to R-3 would be 200 ft. 

 

7. The updated Concept Plan would accommodate the relocation of the snowmobile trail on 

the R-1 zoned portion of the Project Site.  

                                                 
1 If the Town Board prefers that a Conservation Easement be conveyed to the Town containing 

language prohibiting any future development in the proposed 20.1 acres of Permanent Open Space, 

this would also be acceptable to the Project Sponsor. 











Exhibit 3 - Concept Site 
Plan [Drawing C-100 - Date: 

11/02/20] as Prepared by Carmina 
Wood Morris DPC 





Exhibit 4 - Parcel Reports for 
0 Big Tree Road and O Wilson Road from 

Erie County GIS 







Exhibit 5 - Legal Description of 
Property to be Rezoned from  

R-1 to R-3 as prepared by Creekside 
Boundary Land Surveying, PLLC



EXHIBIT 5 OF AMENDED REZONING APPLICATION 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY TO BE REZONED FROM  

FROM R-1 TO R-3 

 

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND, SITUATE IN THE TOWN OF HAMBURG, 

COUNTY OF ERIE AND STATE OF NEW YORK, BEING PART OF LOT NO. 47, 

TOWNSHIP 9, RANGE 7 OF THE HOLLAND LAND COMPANY’S SURVEY, BOUNDED 

AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

COMMENCING AT A POINT IN SOUTH LINE OF BIG TREE ROAD (ROUTE 20A) AT 

THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LANDS OF SEVEN CORNERS DEVELOPMENT, BY 

DEED FILED IN THE ERIE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE IN LIBER 10628 OF DEEDS AT 

PAGE 145, THENCE S 01°24’57” W ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID LANDS OF 

SEVEN CORNERS DEVELOPMENT, A DISTANCE OF 805.73 FEET TO THE POINT OR 

PLACE OF BEGINNING: 

 

THENCE S 01°24'57" W, CONTINUING ALONG THE SAID EAST LINE OF LANDS OF 

SEVEN CORNERS DEVELOPMENT, A DISTANCE OF 437.59 FEET TO A POINT; 

 

THE FOLLOWING FOUR COURSES AND DISTANCES ARE THROUGH THE SAID 

LANDS OF SEVEN CORNERS DEVELOPMENT: 

 

1) THENCE N 88°35'03" W, A DISTANCE OF 386.13 FEET TO A POINT; 

 

2) THENCE N 50°01'43" W, A DISTANCE OF 266.41 FEET TO A POINT; 

 

3) THENCE N 11°12'00" E, A DISTANCE OF 368.61 FEET TO A POINT; 

 

4) THENCE S 78°48'00" E, A DISTANCE OF 539.68 FEET TO THE POINT OR PLACE OF 

BEGINNING 6.01 ACRES OF LAND. 


