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TOWN BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
  Steven J. Walters         Supervisor 
   Michael Quinn  Councilman 
                  
Not Present:  Cheryl Potter-Juda       Councilwoman 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Catherine A. Rybczynski, Town Clerk 
Walter Rooth III, Town Attorney; Mary Dosch, Sr. Account Clerk; Gerard Kapsiak, Town 
Engineer; Christopher Hull, Director of Community Development; Kurt Allen, Supervising Code 
Enforcement Officer; Sarah desJardins, Planning Consultant  
 
 
Supervisor Walters calls the meeting to order at 6:00 pm 
 
Supervisor Walters reports that the Hamburg Chamber of Commerce, in conjunction with 
Community Development and the Hamburg Development Companies wants to put a sign in front 
of the building next door.  It will be paid for evenly between the three entities.  He shows a 
drawing of the sign.  This is a Town municipal property and it needs the approval of the Town 
Board.   
 
The Town Board approves the sign. 
 
Councilwoman Potter-Juda is present at 6:09 pm 
 
Sarah desJardins comments that there is a public hearing this evening to rezone the northern 
most portion of property located at 5523 Rogers Road from R-A to R-2.  She then reviews the 
resolutions that are on the agenda to be approved and the setting of public hearings on Code 
changes to Overlay Districts, minor changes to the Zoning Code and a new signage law.  
 
Supervisor Walters comments that, on the new signage law, they felt that they went as far as they 
could go and now they are setting a public hearing for further comments from the public.  Then 
if they have to go back and make adjustments and if anything is significant they can hold a 
second public hearing.  This at least will get the process moving forward.   
 
The Town Board, Don Wiess and Kurt Allen discuss a parcel included in resolution 14 of the 
Agenda and clarify the purpose of the rezoning of that parcel.   
 
Ms. desJardins comments that she has proposed resolutions on the Braymillers rezoning for the 
04/27/2015 meeting if the Town Board is comfortable with it.  They don’t want to put it on the 
agenda if they aren’t because it would need a super majority vote.  The conditions of the 
rezoning is that a berm would be placed on both sides of the parking lot and it would be zoned 
NC but there would be no R-2 or R-3 uses allowed.   
 
The Town Board agrees that it will be placed on the agenda for 04/27/2015. 
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Councilman Quinn comments on the digital signs and questions if they have had a lot of 
complaints on them. 
 
Kurt Allen responds that they regulate their operation restrictions through an annual permit 
process.  The problem is that, with the technology available, as soon as a Code Enforcement  
Official shows up the owner could reformat the sign on their smart phone.  So, one of the 
difficulties they are confronted with is the inability to properly enforce it.  There are 24 digital 
signs in the Town now and could conceivably double that number in the next decade which 
would be a huge burden on his department.  They would almost have to have sign police on staff 
to handle it. 
 
Supervisor Walters explains the process of redoing the sign ordinance and why it took so long to 
complete. 
 
Mr. Allen explains that since the Zoning Code was adopted in 1986 it has been updated by 
cutting and pasting with the most recent update addressing digital signs.  They have removed all 
the older language and provided better definitions, clarifying all the sign types and they pulled all 
the provisions out of the overlay districts.  They also simplified it by classifying the allowable 
signs within residential and commercial districts only rather than what is allowed in R-1, R-2,  
R-3, R-A, Multi-family, Commercial and Industrial, etc.  Please review the proposed law and 
contact him if there are any questions.   
 
Supervisor Walters reports on the Quiet Zones that they met a couple of weeks ago and the 
county stated that the offer in back in August was the only offer on the table.  The offer stated 
that the town had to take ownership of 2.5 miles of County Roads.  For informational purposes, 
the cost of maintaining a mile of road on a yearly basis is about $37,000 per year and when the 
Town has to repave the road that adds an additional $100,000 per mile.  They did say they would 
make the improvements to the roads that were necessary.  It was agreed that the County 
Highway personnel would walk the roads with Town Highway personnel and determine what 
exactly needed to be done so the County could give an answer as to whether they would take 
care of all the necessary improvements.  To date the Town Deputy Highway Superintendent has 
tried to schedule the walk through and to date the County has not scheduled to come out.   
 
Mr. Kapsiak comments that he has contacted the County as well and has not been able to 
schedule anything.  They consider this a low priority.  The County said that they needed a 
decision by April 23rd when they have a Legislature Committee meeting at which time they set 
their proposed projects for paving for the year.  If they are going to proceed with taking over the 
roads they will have to let the County know by then.   
 
1. 
On a motion of Supervisor Walters, seconded by Councilman Quinn, the following resolution 
was 
ADOPTED  Ayes 3 Walters, Quinn, Potter-Juda 
   Noes 0  
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RESOLVED,  that the Town Board move into Executive Session at 6:39 pm on a transfer of  
property matter and a Union Contract matter. 
 
  
 
 
 
 


