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TOWN BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
  Steven J. Walters         Supervisor 
   Michael Quinn  Councilman  
                 Thomas Best, Jr.          Councilman 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Catherine A. Rybczynski, Town Clerk 
Mary Dosch, Sr. Account Clerk; Walter Rooth III, Town Attorney; Joe Collins, Deputy Town 
Attorney; Drew Reilly, Planning Consultant 
 
 
Supervisor Walters calls the meeting to order at 5:30 pm 
 
 
Supervisor Walters comments that there is a public hearing on the agenda for amendments to the 
Town Code and Mr. Reilly is present to answer any questions. 
 
 
Drew Reilly reviews the Code modifications on the agenda. 
 
Mr. Reilly then comments that the Town Board needs to schedule time at a Work Session to 
discuss the Jeffrey Boulevard rezoning.  
 
Councilman Quinn states that he cannot make the November 14th Town Board meeting. 
 
The Town Board decides to change the November 14th meeting to November 7th. 
 
Mr. Reilly comments that the first thing they need to do, concerning the Jeffrey Blvd rezoning, is 
make a SEQRA decision.  He explains the process and asks for a timeframe. 
 
Supervisor Walters comments that they should put aside 30 minutes at the November 7th Work 
Session to discuss the issue at 5:30 pm. 
 
Mr. Reilly then states that there have been several complaints concerning open burning.  Open 
Burning is governed by the DEC.  If there is ever an open burning issue the DEC will be called 
in to handle it.  Other Town’s do have a local law where they assign someone from the Town to 
go out for specific complaints. The problem is they have to identify a person to handle it and 
most complaints are at night or on the weekends.  
 
Councilman Best questions what would be allowed under the open burning law.   
 
Mr. Reilly responds that if you have a fire pit and it is a contained burn, it is allowed.  But if you 
start a bonfire you could be fined.   
 
Mr. Reilly reviews his Planning report dated October 17, 2016 as attached: 



10/17/2016	Work	Session	Hamburg,	New	York	 	 2	
	

 

 
 
 



10/17/2016	Work	Session	Hamburg,	New	York	 	 3	
	

 
 
 
 



10/17/2016	Work	Session	Hamburg,	New	York	 	 4	
	

 
 
 
 



10/17/2016	Work	Session	Hamburg,	New	York	 	 5	
	

Councilman Best comments on the large lots throughout the Town that are being used to store 
new cars. What is legal in the Town? 
 
Mr. Reilly comments that they have two West Herr projects before the Town right now and the 
Building Inspector has asked the Planning Board to ask West Herr to stop storing vehicles 
throughout the Town without approval.   
 
Supervisor Walters comments that 2018 will be the 150th Anniversary for the hamlet of Lake 
View.  They are putting a committee together to plan events and are asking if the Town Board 
would like a spot on the committee.   
 
Councilman Best comments that he will volunteer to be on the committee.   
 
Walt Rooth comments that he has a late resolution concerning employee leave for Breast Cancer 
and Prostrate Screening. 
 
Supervisor Walters comments that Ms. Engler called his office looking for a date for the meeting 
with the residents that was discussed concerning the two creeks at Woodlawn. 
 
Councilman Best comments that they were waiting for the DEC and the NYS Parks to meet to 
get an amendment to allow more sediment to be put on the north end of the beach.  He hasn’t 
heard back.  He will contact her. The State is considering a short term plan which includes a 
bridge.  He sent a letter to Joe Coniglio as per his request so that he could put something together 
to start a study on the flow of the creeks.   
 
Supervisor Walters reports that they received a grant, for Woodlawn Beach, about three years 
ago for $75,000 to convert the water pump station to a bathroom.  The next step is the 
engineering design.  Michael Quinn, Engineering Consultant, submitted a bid of not to exceed 
$41,500 for the design and $3500 for the contract documents and bidding documents.  Part of the 
reason for the expense is that they have to follow all of State Park and State DEC regulations 
because it is State property.  This does not include the conversion.  The total project including 
construction and engineering work will exceed the $75,000.  It will probably be around 
$125,000.  The questions is, do they except that bid as professional services or put it out to bid. 
 
Councilman Best questions, every year, if there is a surplus from Woodlawn Beach, do they put 
the money back into the park? When will they know the results of the summer of 2016? 
 
Supervisor Walters responds that the books close January 1st.  He then states that the Town has a 
10 year contract with the State with a 10 year renewal if the Town chooses to. The Town took 
over in 2011. 
 
Councilman Best states that worst case scenario they would have to come up with $40,000 or 
$50,000 to complete the bathroom. 
 
Supervisor Walters responds that would be a capital expense.  The biggest expense in the 
conversion is a lift station to get the sewage from the grove up to the pavilion.  
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It will be a poured concrete building and will be built so that if you had to, you could go in and 
clean it with a fire hose.  There will be no drywall. 
 
Councilman Best comments that he feels they have to do it.  People hold weddings in the grove 
and they have to use a port-a-potty.  This would encourage more people to have events there.   
 
Councilman Best comments that they need to talk about a new shuttle.  If you want the beach to 
be a success you have to make it attractive for people to want to come.   
 
The Town Board decides to move forward with the conversion of the pump station. 
 
Councilman Best comments that a resident had a concern about how many people in the Town 
recycle or don’t recycle.   
 
Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk, responds that the Town recycles paper, has a bin in the 
lobby for recycling cans and bottles and when shredding documents at the archives they call for 
2 to 3 pick-ups to recycle that paper.   
 
The Town Board discusses recycling options for the Town of Hamburg.   
 
Councilman Best comments that he would like a log of all the Town vehicles including age and 
mileage.  He would like to put together a plan so they could predict, at budget time, when a new 
vehicle would be necessary and put together a schedule for replacing vehicles.     
 
 
 
 
1. 
On a motion of Supervisor Walters, seconded by Councilman Best, the following resolution was 
ADOPTED  Ayes 3 Walters, Best, Quinn 
   Noes 0  
 
RESOLVED,  that the Town Board move into Executive Session at 6:16 pm on three active 
personnel matters and one contractual matter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


