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Town of Hamburg 

Planning Board Meeting 

April 4, 2018 

Minutes 

The Town of Hamburg Planning Board met for a Work Session at 6:30 P.M., followed by a 

Regular Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, April 4, 2018 in Room 7B of Hamburg Town 

Hall, 6100 South Park Avenue. Those attending included Vice-Chairman William Clark, Au-

gie Geraci, Dennis Chapman, Robert Mahoney and Al Monaco.  

Others in attendance included Town Planners Andrew Reilly and Sarah desJardins, as well 

as Municipal Engineer Michael Quinn. 

Excused:  Chairman Daniel O’Connell, Doug Schawel 

 

WORK SESSION 

People, Inc. – Requesting Sketch Plan Review of a proposed two-lot subdivision at 5235 
Roberts Road 

Matt Long, architect, representing the applicant, stated that People, Inc. was gifted this parcel a 
number of years ago but never was able to do anything with it.  He stated that there is currently 
a vacant home on the property, but it would cost the applicant too much to abate the mold, lead 
and asbestos that exists inside.  He stated that the plan is to subdivide the property, hopefully 
sell the existing home and construct a new home on the newly created lot that meets People, 
Inc.’s needs. 

Mr. Long stated that demolishing the existing house on the property was investigated, but be-
cause of the environmental concerns inside, it would be more than People, Inc. can afford. 

Mr. Chapman expressed concern that the existing house on the property will sit abandoned for-
ever because of the cost of abating the mold, lead and asbestos.  Mr. Long responded that 
someone could purchase the house for very little money and then do the necessary abatement 
and have a very nice home in a nice neighborhood. 

In response to a question from Vice-Chairman Clark, Mr. Long stated that variances are needed 
for both potential parcels because neither would have enough square footage.  He further noted 
that a variance would be needed for the vacant lot because the proposed home to be built 
would be too close to a side property line. 

Vice-Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Monaco, to table this project.  Carried. 

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Public Hearing – 7:00 P.M., Lee Salisbury – Requesting Preliminary Approval of a two-lot 
subdivision to be located at 4289 Sowles Road 
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Lee Salisbury, applicant, stated that he wishes to subdivide his mother’s property and sell one 
(1) vacant building lot.  He further stated that he plans to annex a small portion of his mother’s 
property to his own (adjacent) to give him space between his existing home and the new home 
that will be built on the newly created lot.  

Vice-Chairman Clark made the following motion regarding SEQR, seconded by Mr. Chapman: 

“In accordance with the New York State SEQR Law, the Town of Hamburg Planning 
Board has reviewed the proposed Salisbury Two-Lot Subdivision to be located at 4289 
Sowles Road.  Based on this review of the Preliminary Plat and the Short EAF, the 
Planning Board has determined that the proposed subdivision is not anticipated to re-
sult in any significant adverse environmental impact and that a Negative Declaration is 
hereby issued.”  Carried. 

Mr. Chapman read the following notice of public hearing: 

“Notice is hereby given that the Town of Hamburg Planning Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
a two-lot subdivision known as the Salisbury Two-Lot Subdivision located at 4289 Sowles Road 
on April 4, 2018 in Room 7 B of Hamburg Town Hall at 7:00 P.M.”   

Vice-Chairman Clark declared the public hearing open.  No one spoke. 

Vice-Chairman Clark declared the public hearing closed. 

Vice-Chairman Clark made the following motion regarding SEQR, seconded by Mr.Chapman: 

“The Hamburg Planning Board hereby grants Preliminary Plat Approval for the Salis-
bury Two-Lot Subdivision with the following conditions: 

 
I. Approval is contingent upon the Engineering Department comment letter dated 

4/4/18. 

II. The installation of sidewalks is waived. 

III. The filing of a Map Cover is waived.” 

Carried. 

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 

 

Colton RV - Requesting a Special Use Permit to allow outdoor storage of recreational ve-
hicles at 4817 Lake Avenue 

Andrew Woodhouse, architect for the project, stated that photos of the existing landscaping at 
both of the entrance drives were submitted to the Planning Department for Board members’ re-
view.  He noted that the parking lot aisles will be striped, and the light fixtures to be replaced will 
be dark sky compliant. 

It was determined that the Planning Board will prepare approval resolutions for the Board’s next 
meeting. 

Mr. Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Monaco, to table this project.  Carried. 

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 

 

Villages at Mission Hills Subdivision, Part II - Requesting approval of a revised Prelimi-
nary Plat 
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David Manko, applicant, stated that the green space areas that are not included in a Conserva-
tion Easement will be maintained by a Homeowners’ Association. 

Mr. Clark made the following motion, seconded by Mr. Mahoney: 

“The Planning Board reviewed the Villages at Mission Hills Subdivision, Part II, and because the 
proposed subdivision is less dense that the original plan, the Planning Board feels that it does 
not need to address SEQR again, and the Negative Declaration previously issued still applies.  
Therefore, the Planning Board hereby grants Preliminary Approval for the revised Villages at 
Mission Hills Subdivision, Phase Two Preliminary Plat.” 

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 

 

Capital Telecomm Holdings, LLC, as agent for Bell Atlantic Mobile Systems of Allentown, 
Inc. d/b/a Verizon Wireless - Requesting a tower special permit and site plan approval of 
a cellular tower to be located at 3081 Pleasant Avenue 

Mrs. desJardins stated that one (1) nearby property owner was not notified by the applicant be-
cause she recently purchased the property.  She noted that the property owner wished to be 
heard. 

Regarding the applicant’s responses to the comments made at the March 21, 2018 public hear-
ing, Attorney Don Cheney, representing the applicant, stated that the federal government has 
ruled out the possibility of a Planning Board denying a cellular tower application because of 
safety concerns.  He stated that this cellular tower is 20 times less that the level at which the 
federal government has determined a cellular tower would be a danger.  He noted that the pro-
posed cellular tower antennas would produce approximately 1,000 watts per channel. 

Attorney Cheney stated that the property owner does own property on the other side of the New 
York State Thruway, but that site would not work because of the presence of wetlands, and 
there is no power.  He noted that to access the property owners’ site, an access road would be 
needed, and the property owner does not own the land that would be used for the access road.  
He stated that the access road would have to cross Town-owned land, as well as land owned by 
Niagara Mohawk, and high tension and high voltage wires are in the area.  He further stated 
that the property owner has not offered that property to the applicant for lease. 

Attorney Cheney stated that the proposed site is the best available.  He stated that the cellular 
tower would not be visible by surrounding property owners because of the existence of trees 
and barns on the site.   

In response to a question from Mr. Mahoney, Attorney Cheney stated that there is no evidence 
that suggests that radio waves causes cancer. 

Jennifer Yu stated that she is the property owner who did not get notice of the public hearing.  
She stated that the telecommunications industry’s lobbying in 1995 when the federal govern-
ment was considering regulating cellular towers resulted in the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC), rather than the Environmental Protection Agency, getting oversight regarding 
the legislation.  She noted that the the FCC has no authority over health concerns. 

Ms. Yu stated that she lives directly across the street from the proposed cellular tower and just 
recently bought the property.  She stated that she is concerned that her property value will de-
crease due to the cellular tower being across the street.  She suggested alternate sites for the 
tower. 
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Board members discussed the current moratorium on cellular towers in Hamburg and the fact 
that this proposal is considered grandfathered because it was proposed before the moratorium 
was enacted. 

Board members discussed the fact that there is property on the other side of the New York 
State Thruway that is owned by the Town of Hamburg. 

Mr. Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Chapman, to table this project.  Carried. 

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 

 

Frank Russo - Requesting Preliminary Approval of an 11-lot subdivision as an extension 
of Niles Avenue 

Keith Marquis, representing the applicant, stated that this proposed subdivision has been before 
the Planning Board several times in the past and was recently put on hold due to the health of 
the applicant.  He stated that 14 lots were previously proposed, but three (3) lots were removed 
due to the presence of wetlands.  He noted that the property containing those three (3) lots will 
be considered unbuildable.  

It was determined that the unbuildable property should be incorporated into lot # 1. 

Mr. Marquis stated that the plans will be updated to indicate when the wetland delineation was 
performed.  He also agreed to indicate where the detention pond would be located. 

A resident of 3584 Abbott Road asked if an environmental study has been done of this area.   

It was determined that sidewalks will be required. 

Mr. Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Chapman, to table this project.  Carried. 

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Geraci to approve the minutes of March 21, 2018.  

Carried. 

Mr. Chapman made a motion, seconded by Mr. Geraci, to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting 

was adjourned at 7:50 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Doug Schawel, Secretary 

April 11, 2018 


