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TOWN BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

 Thomas Best, Jr.           Deputy Supervisor  
 Elizabeth Farrell Councilman 
 Michael Mosey Councilman  
        Michael Petrie          Councilman 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Catherine A. Rybczynski, Town Clerk; Erika B. Rettig; Steve Walters, Town 
Attorney; Ken Farrell, Deputy Town Attorney; Jerry Giglio, Traffic Safety Coordinator and 
Health and Safety Coordinator; Drew Reilly, Planning Consultant; Ted Casey, Highway 
Superintendent; Charles Naughton, Human Resources and Contract Negotiations Consultant; 
Samantha Tarczynski, Director of Administration and Finance; Jennifer Roberston, Information 
Technology Department; Pat Ryan, Building and Grounds; Kurt Allen, Supervising Code 
Enforcement Officer; Michael Quinn, Engineering Consultant; Tara Rinaldi, Assistant to the 
Supervisor; Mark D. Bernas, President of Newton Abbott Fire Company, Inc.; Mark Lorquet, 
Chairman of the Conservation Advisory Board. 
 
1. 
On a motion of Councilman Farrell, seconded by Councilman Petrie, the following resolution 
was 
ADOPTED  Ayes 4 Best, Farrell, Mosey, Petrie,  

Noes    0 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board open the Work Session at 5:30 PM. 
 
Dick Tripp, Resident, discusses the petition he presented to the Town Board from the 
residents/property owners of West Arnold Road, Lake View, New York 14085. Dick Smith, 
Retired Hamburg Highway Superintendent, gives a history and background of how he handled 
private roads when he was the Highway Superintendent.  The Town Board, Ted Casey, Highway 
Superintendent, Mike Quinn, Engineering Consultant, Drew Reilly, Planning Consultant and 
Kurt Allen, Supervising Code Enforcement Officer discusses West Arnold Road. Mike Quinn, 
Engineering Consultant, will work with Ted Casey, Highway Superintendent, and will look into 
what it would entail to change West Arnold Road from a private roadway to a public roadway.    
 
Kurt Allen, Supervising Code Enforcement Officer, discusses the unsafe conditions and shows 
the Town Board photographs of the Seaway Trail.  Pat Ryan, Buildings and Grounds, states a 
contractor was there today taking measurements and assessing the stair rail situation, because 
they are in the process of fixing the rails. The Town Board, Pat Ryan, Buildings and Grounds, 
discuss the stair railings and the platform.  The gate to the Seaway Trail is closed and posted at 
this time, but the public beach is open by access through the tunnel. Mike Quinn, Engineering 
Consultant, will get the Town Board some options to fix the Seaway Trail stairs, railings and 
platform and what the cost would be.   
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Kurt Allen, Supervising Code Enforcement Officer, asks the Town Board for their support on a 
Town ordered demolition for a house on Roseview Avenue that had a house fire.  The Town 
Board discusses it and gives their consent. 
 
Drew Reilly, Planning Consultant, gives an overview of the Planning Department /Planning 
projects.  (documentation attached)  
 
The Town Board reviews the proposed Agenda. 
 
The Town Board, Ted Casey, Highway Superintendent, Jerry Giglio, Traffic Safety Coordinator 
and Health and Safety Coordinator, and Steve Walters, Town Attorney discuss the resolution to 
adopt the Town of Hamburg Vehicles Use Policy.  Steve Walter, Town Attorney, will amend the 
resolution before the Town Board meeting. 
 
Mark Bernas, President of Newton-Abbott Fire Company, gives the Town Board a handout 
regarding the 2018 Quintuple Combination Pumper Acquisition Fact Sheet. (documentation 
attached)  Mark C. Butler, Esq. and Deputy Supervisor Best explain the process of the resolution 
regarding Appointment of Hearing Officer and Notice of Public Hearing. The Town Board will 
amend the resolution to remove Supervisor James M. Shaw and be replaced with Deputy Town 
Supervisor Tom Best, Jr. 
 
Samantha Tarczynski, Director of Administration and Finance, discusses the resolution regarding 
the renewal of employee and retiree health insurance.  There will be a 3% decrease with no 
changes from last year’s plan.   Deputy Supervisor Best and Samantha Tarczynski, Director of 
Administration and Finance, are also looking into cost savings for the Dental Insurance.  
 
Drew Reilly, Planning Consultant, continues his overview of the Planning Department /Planning 
projects.  (documentation attached)  
 
Chris Luly, requests a resolution asking for approval from the Town Board allow a structural 
integrity assessment of the Water Tower Project.  The Town Board will add a late resolution to 
the agenda.   
 
Deputy Supervisor Best states that the Ten Lives Club has sent a request to Supervisor Shaw 
requesting to do a Fund Drive in the Town on a Saturday that is good for the Town.  Councilman 
Mosey comments that for public safety the Town needs to know at what locations throughout the 
Town the volunteers will be.  Tara Rinaldi, Assistant to the Supervisor, will follow up on the 
fundraiser specifics. 
 
The Town Board discusses the vacant position of Rental Agent in the Recreation Department.  
 
Deputy Supervisor Best states there is an initial meeting with the State this Wednesday regarding 
renewing the contract of Woodlawn Beach which expires at the end of 2019.  Deputy Supervisor 
Best, Marty Denecke, Director of Youth, Recreation and Senior Services, Councilman Farrell 
and Highway Superintendent Casey will be at the meeting. Councilman Mosey suggests having a 
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hearing so that the Town Board can discuss Woodlawn Beach.  Samantha Tarczynski, Director 
of Administration and Finance, will give a report to the Town Board with regard to the revenue 
of Woodlawn Beach by October 1st.  
 
Highway Superintendent Casey states he is having a meeting with Assembly Ryan’s office 
tomorrow regarding a grant that has been put on hold for the Town.  Councilman Best explains 
the there are certain usages of the grant.   
 
The Town Board and Jennifer Roberston, Information Technology Department discusses the 
Conservation Board requesting and will obtain an e-mail address.  
 
Joe Killian, shows the Town Board a map of the Hoover Road Bike Trail. 
 
2. 
On a motion of Councilman Petrie, seconded by Councilman Mosey, the following resolution 
was 
ADOPTED  Ayes 4 Best, Farrell, Mosey, Petrie  
                                    Noes    0           
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board move into Executive Session at 6:58 P.M. on: 
 
 1. Litigation, a possible settlement.  
 2. Property transfer matter 
 3. Personnel issue regarding policies and may include Councilman Mosey 
 4. Personnel issue regarding a specific Building and Grounds employee with  

 Charles Naughton, Human Resources and Contract Negotiations. 
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MEMO 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As you are aware, the Town Board voted to further investigate the Town owned Smith Road 
woods site (6040 Smith Road) for the possible usage for a proposed cell tower.  In 
accordance with the Hamburg Town Zoning Law, proposed cell towers must be located on 
preferred sites as defined by the Town. One of the categories of preferred sites is on 
Government/Town owned land.  The concept behind this category is that the Town would 
have full control over the placement of these structures on their own property.  Based on 
this authorization (authorized to spend up to $500 on wetland consultant), we contacted 
Earth Dimensions, Inc. to perform a site walkover.  
 
Earth Dimensions completed this site walkover on 7/30/18 and the attached letter/report 
represents the results of their work.  They were only asked to look at the areas outside of 
the mapped NYS wetland that encompasses much of the center of the site.  Please review 
this letter/report and the attached aerial photographs and mapping.  
 
I have also summarized the information concerning this site and its possible usage for a 
private cell tower: 
  

1. The site is Town owned recreation land and, per the Town Attorney’s Office, would 
require alienation procedures by NYS to allow usage for a private cell tower. 

 
2. The site, based on known information and the Earth Dimension’s report, is almost 

completely Federal and NYS wetlands and NYS wetland regulated adjacent areas.  It 
appears that there may only be small areas right at the front of the site or in the 100 
foot adjacent areas that you could possibly locate a cell tower (with or without 
permitting).  A full delineation would be necessary to establish the extent of these 
small areas and what type of permitting would be necessary. 

 
3. Almost all of this site is wooded and it would be necessary to remove some trees to 

construct a cell tower. 
 

4. Access to this site would be from Smith Road and could possibly utilize the 
access/farm road that runs adjoining the site (ownership of this driveway would need 
to be determined). 

 
 
 

5. Location of a new cell tower at the front of the site or on the east side (not 
practicable) would bring the cell tower close to existing homes on Smith Road.  

To: Hamburg Town Board 
From: Drew Reilly – Wendel, Town Planning Department 
Date: July 31, 2018 
RE: Investigation – Smith Road Property 
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6. There are powerlines located along the western border of this site. 

 
It appears from the above that it would be very difficult to locate a cell tower on this site and 
would have many obstacles to overcome. 
 
The Town Board will need to make a decision on whether or not to continue with the 
investigation of this site. If it is decided to not continue, the Planning Board can move 
forward with making a decision on the Pleasant Avenue application. 
 
MEMO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The following is a brief update to the Town Board on Planning projects/activities: 
 

A. Rezoning Items: There were no new rezoning applications received this month, but 
we will be receiving one shortly as a potential rezoning was discussed at the last 
Code Review committee meeting on August 8th (rezoning to accomplish multi-family 
development – Riley Boulevard area). The Code Review Committee is also aware of 
other potential properties to be rezoned that could move forward. The owner of 4945 
Clark street would like input as to whether the Town will be completing this rezoning 
or if he needs to apply?  
 

B. The Planning Board held their last meeting on 8/8/18 (see meeting minutes) and will 
have their next meeting on 8/22/18. For the upcoming meeting, the proposal to 
construct a cell tower on Pleasant Avenue is on the agenda. Per the Town Board’s 
direction, the Town has investigated the potential use of Town property on Smith road 
for the proposed tower (Town’s law requires to evaluate more preferred sites). Based 
on these results and other information, the Town Board’s input is needed tonight for 
the PB to continue their process.   
Other old items on the agenda (see attached) include the 11 lot subdivision on Niles 
Avenue and the KFC project in front of Lowes. Newer items (tabled for additional 
information) include a large multi-family development at the Immaculata school 
property and new plazas near the World Gym near Southwestern and Camp.   
 

C. The Code review committee last meeting was on 8/8/18. The agenda from that 
meeting is attached to this report. The Committee recommends looking at the 
membership of the committee and potentially making additions to this important 
committee. 

To: Hamburg Town Board 
  
From: Drew Reilly and Sarah desJardins – Planning Department 
Date: August 20, 2018 
RE: Planning: Town Board Items- 08/20/18 meeting 
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The committee is working on numerous potential Code revisions, which are 
illustrated in the agenda. Completed Code revisions will have their public hearing 
next month. 
At previous Town Board meeting, the Telecommunication’s moratorium was extended 
(see recent ruling of the FCC on Telecommunications Moratorium). 
We are also working with the CAB on the Conservation area section of Town law and 
CEA laws. 
We have also been discussing the issues of vacant retail plazas (action needed) and 
the amount of multi-family housing and vacancies in the Town. 

 
      D.  The Planning Department is planning some in-house training for the Planning and 
Zoning  
            Boards later in the year (required training). 
 
      E.  The Planning, Engineering and Building Departments are processing a Pre-Permitted 
           request for a new company to be located off Bayview road in the Lake Erie Commerce 
Center. 
           The property was recently sold by the HIDA to this company. 

  
 
RESOLUTIONS/ACTIONS/PUBLIC HEARINGS for 8/20/18 
 
The Planning Department has one resolution on tonight’s agenda; it is a resolution 
establishing an official Town policy on notifying adjoining property owners concerning 
variance requests made to the ZBA. It has been the Town’s practice to notify adjacent 
property owners about a variance request for decades (sometimes differing 
distances over those years). At the last ZBA meeting there were complaints about 
who was notified and whether we are following the law. 
Upon research we found that there is nothing in Town of Hamburg Town Code, and 
NYS law does not require anything specific but authorizes a Town to establish 
notification requirements. 
This resolution establishes a policy of the Town to be used until the Town decides if 
we want to adopt an amendment to the Code. 

 



08/20/20
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