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Town of Hamburg 

Planning Board Meeting 

January 2, 2019 

Minutes 

The Town of Hamburg Planning Board met for a Work Session at 6:30 P.M., followed by a 

Regular Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, December 19, 2018 in Room 7B of Hamburg 

Town Hall, 6100 South Park Avenue. Those attending included Chairman Daniel O’Connell, 

Vice-Chairman William Clark, Doug Schawel, Dennis Chapman, Robert Mahoney, Augie 

Geraci and Al Monaco.  

Others in attendance included Town Planners Andrew Reilly, Sarah desJardins and Matt 

Bowling. 

 

WORK SESSION 

Larry & Dennis Field – Requesting a Special Use Permit and Site Plan Approval of a pro-
posed seasonal holiday venue to be located at 6653 Taylor Road (Willow Bend) 

Larry Field, applicant, stated that he and his brother do a seasonal display at his home on 
Schoellkopf Road in Lakeview.  He noted that they won an award for their Christmas light dis-
play a few years ago and would like to expand the display.  He stated that the display has out-
grown Schoellkopf Road, and they have outgrown the street because there is no place for peo-
ple to park.  He noted that they believe that the Willow Bend property is the perfect spot for their 
display. 

Mr. Field stated that they would like to do a Halloween display and a Christmas light display, as 
well as some seasonal events.  He stated that they have considered growing pumpkins, pines 
for decorations, etc.   

In response to a question from Chairman O’Connell, Mr. Field stated that the area where the 

pool is would be the main viewing area, and overflow parking would be added.   

In response to a question from Chairman O’Connell, Mr. Field stated that they plan to purchase 

both properties that encompass the Willow Bend Club. 

Mr. Chapman advised Mr. Field that both parcels owe back taxes.   

In response to a question from Chairman O’Connell, Mr. Field stated that they propose 56 addi-

tional parking spaces in the area where the old clay courts were. 

In response to a question from Mr. Geraci, Mr. Field stated that concession sales are planned. 

In response to a question from Mr. Mahoney, Mr. Field stated that he has spoken with one (1) 
nearby property owner who has some concerns. 

It was determined that Mr. Field and Mrs. desJardins will meet with Building Inspector Thomas 
Murphy to ascertain what problems exist on the property relative to the sanitary sewer system. 

Mr. Reilly reviewed the criteria that the applicant must meet in order for a Special Use Permit to 
be granted. 
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Chairman O’Connell advised the applicants that traffic and parking will be the most difficult is-

sues to resolve. 

Mr. Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mahoney, to table this project.  Carried. 

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

5272 South Park Avenue LLC - Requesting Preliminary Plat Approval of a two-lot subdi-
vision to be located on portions of 5200 and 5272 South Park Avenue 

5272 South Park Avenue LLC - Requesting Site Plan Approval of a residential project on 
portions of 5200 and 5272 South Park Avenue  

Attorney Sean Hopkins, representing the applicant, stated that as a result of the input received 

at the Board’s December 19, 2018 meeting, sidewalks have been added to the Site Plan along 

Sowles Road.   

Attorney Hopkins stated that the applicant plans to install low level residential lighting on the 
buildings that would be on from dusk to dawn.  He noted that a few light standards may be in-
stalled for safety of the residents.   

Attorney Hopkins stated that the proposed site plan complies with the New York State Fire 
Code. 

Attorney Hopkins stated that based upon consultation with the project landscape architect, it has 
been determined that it is not advisable to retain the vegetation along the eastern portion of the 
site adjacent to the driveway from Sowles Road.  He noted that substantial grading must occur 
in that area in order to comply with the New York State Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion (NYSDEC) storm water quality and quantity standards, including the need to hold a 100-
year storm.  He further stated that although there is some dense vegetation in that area, a lot of 

the trees are dead and on the ground, and the landscape architect’s opinion is that it would be 

better to replace those trees. 

In response to a question from Mr. Clark, Pat Bittar from Schutt & Associates stated that the 
grading for the project would be completed in Phase I, and topsoil would have to be stockpiled 
somewhere for Phase II.  She noted that the applicant would not strip all of the property in 
Phase II initially if it is not necessary.  She stated that an area in Phase II would have to be 
stripped in order to stockpile the topsoil. 

Attorney Hopkins stated that approximately six (6) months ago, former Assistant Municipal En-
gineer Rick Lardo stated that preserving those trees is not a good idea from an engineering per-
spective. 

Board members reviewed the SEQR Long Environmental Assessment Form, Part II. 

Mr. Reilly stated for the record that the Planning Board is segmenting the review of this project. 

It was determined that the retention pond would hold eight (8) feet of water under normal condi-
tions, and in the case of a 100-year storm, it would rise to a depth of 12 feet. 

In response to a question from Mr. Clark, Attorney Hopkins stated that 150 new trees are pro-
posed, which is a larger number than what would be removed. 

Board members discussed the proposed landscaping on the site. 
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Mr. Monaco suggested building a decorative wall at the corner of Sowles Road and the Hilbert 
College entrance road. 

Board members agreed that additional trees should be proposed along the Hilbert College 
driveway.   

Mr. Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Chapman, to authorize the Planning Department to 
prepare resolutions regarding SEQR and approval.  Carried.   

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 

 

Planning Board to review request from residents on Mosey Lane to rezone Town-owned 
property located north of Mosey Lane and west of both Horton Avenue and Wolf Road 
from R-2 to PR (Park Recreation District)  
 
It was determined that the Planning Department will research the parcels in question regarding 
the history of when they were created and what the intention was regarding their purpose. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Schawel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Geraci, to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 7:40 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Doug Schawel, Secretary 

January 14, 2019 


