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Town of Hamburg 

Planning Board Meeting 

April 3, 2019 

Minutes 

The Town of Hamburg Planning Board met for a Work Session at 6:30 P.M., followed by a 

Regular Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, April 3, 2019 in Room 7B of Hamburg Town 

Hall, 6100 South Park Avenue. Those attending included Chairman William Clark, Vice-

Chairman Augie Geraci, Doug Schawel, Dennis Chapman, Robert Mahoney, Al Monaco and 

Kaitlin McCormick.  

Others in attendance included Town Planners Sarah desJardins, Andrew Reilly and Matt 

Bowling, as well as Planning Board Attorney Jennifer Puglisi. 

 

WORK SESSION 

Tarpon Towers II, LLC and Bell Atlantic  Mobile Systems of Allentown, Inc. d/b/a Verizon 
Wireless – Requesting Site Plan Approval and a Special Use Permit for a proposed cellu-
lar tower to be located on land owned by WNY District Wesleyan Church near 4999 
McKinley Parkway 

Chairman Clark stated that the Board had already received a good deal of correspondence from 
the public regarding potential health effects from cellular towers.  He read an excerpt from the 
Federal Communications Act as follows: 

“No state or local government or instrumentality thereof may regulate the placement, construc-
tion and modification of personal wireless service facilities on the basis of the environmental ef-
fects of radio frequency emissions to the extent that such facilities comply with the Commis-
sion’s regulations concerning such emissions.” 

Chairman Clark explained that the Planning Board cannot deny a cell tower because it might 
have negative health effects.  He made available contact information from the Federal Commu-
nications Commission and our federal lawmakers for any members of the public who were in-
terested.  He noted that if anyone wants to comment on the proposal, the comments must not 
be relative to health impacts. 

Chairman Clark stated that if the applicant decides to proceed with the proposal, the Planning 
Board would probably hire a Radio Frequency (RF) Engineer at the applicant’s expense to re-
view the materials submitted by the applicant and comment on them. 

Attorney Jared Lusk from Nixon Peabody and Patrick Makubire, RF design engineer, appeared 
on behalf of the applicant.  Attorney Lusk stated that the proposed cellular tower is needed be-
cause the tower located at the Erie County Fairgrounds cannot handle the current traffic, espe-
cially during events.  He stated that the current facilities themselves provide coverage, but there 
is not enough capacity in the current network for people to be able to operate the system in a 
reliable way due to the growth in data traffic. 

Attorney Lusk stated that three (3) current cellular towers, located at the Erie County Fair-
grounds, in Orchard Park and near the Seven Corners intersection, handle the Big Tree Road 
coverage area, and Verizon Wireless is trying to place a facility that is not too close to the exist-
ing facilities to cause interference but equidistant between them to grab the traffic from the im-
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mediate coverage area, which would relieve the capacity from those three (3) surrounding facili-
ties. 

In response to a question from Mr. Reilly, Mr. Makubire stated that a cellular tower is the best 
solution in this case because if microcells were used, many of them (15 to 20) would have to be 
built per sector. 

Attorney Lusk stated that approximately 60–90 microcells would have to be built to cover the 
same area as the one (1) cellular tower. 

In response to a question from Mr. Monaco, Attorney Lusk stated that the service in the area is 
not adequate currently. 

Mr. Reilly asked Attorney Lusk to investigate putting the cellular tower within the church spire. 

Board members agreed that Mr. Bill Johnson, RF Engineer, will be hired to review the appli-
cant’s submittal. 

Attorney Lusk stated that there are no structures to co-locate on in the vicinity.  He further stated 
that the cellular tower would be no closer than 1,000 feet from any adjacent residences and 
does comply with all zoning setback requirements. 

In response to a question from Mr. Mahoney, Attorney Lusk stated that the cellular tower would 
be 114 feet high with a four-foot lighting rod on top of it. 

It was determined that the cellular tower would probably have a steady red light on top because 
of Mercy Flight requirements. 

Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mahoney, to hire an RF Engineer.  Carried. 

Mr. Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Chapman, to table this project.  Carried.  

 

REGULAR MEETING 

Public Hearing - 7:00 P.M., David Canfield – Requesting Site Plan Approval of a new stor-
age building to be located on vacant land, northeast corner of Lakeshore Road and Big 
Tree Road 

Andy Gow from Nussbaumer & Clarke, representing the applicant, stated that Earth Dimensions 
submitted a letter to the Board indicating that the upland area of the site where development is 
proposed contains no jurisdictional wetlands.  He further stated that the applicant is in the pro-
cess of getting a rendering of what the building would look like. 

Ms. McCormick stated that relative to the apparent dumping that has happened on the site, 
there does not appear to be anything that would be actionable by the Planning Board, and the 
Planning Board should not act on this proposal until the Building Department determines what 
should be done about the dumping. 

Mr. Gow stated that what was dumped on the site was fill material.  He stated that the applicant 
would probably spread the fill. 

It was determined that Mrs. desJardins will speak to Town Engineer Michael Quinn about 
whether he feels that soil borings should be done to determine what was dumped on the site. 

Mr. Schawel read the following notice of public hearing: 

“Notice is hereby given that the Town of Hamburg Planning Board will conduct a Public Hearing 
on a proposal by David Canfield to construct a new storage building on vacant land located on 
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the northeast corner of Big Tree Road and Lakeshore Road.  The Public Hearing will be held on 
April 3, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 7B of Hamburg Town Hall.”   

Chairman Clark declared the public hearing open.  The following people spoke: 

• Mike Jablonski, Conservation Advisory Board CAB), stated that the CAB is con-

cerned that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers should be contacted regarding the 

wetland changes on the site. 

• Sean Doyle, Hamburg NY Land Development Company, asked if the Board will re-

view the elevations of the proposed building.   

Chairman Clark stated that the Board will not approve the project without elevations of the 

building. 

Chairman Clark declared the public hearing closed. 

Ms. McCormick made a motion, seconded by Mr. Geraci, to table this project.  Carried.   

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 

 

CC Land Corp. – Requesting Site Plan Approval of a 10,350 sq.ft. building to be con-
structed at 5809 Camp Road 

Frank Burkhart from Advanced Architecture & Planning appeared on behalf of the applicants, 

Chad Lantaff and Craig Snyder.  Mr. Burkhart stated that a variance was granted on April 2, 

2019 for three (3) parking spaces that are not the required 35 feet from the front property line.  

He stated that the project now complies with the Town’s zoning requirements. 

Mr. Burkhart stated that the eastern end of the building has been designed to look more like a 

porch than the end of a building, and the delivery entrance has been designed to look very 

much like the entrance on Camp Road in order to give it some flavor for the Franklin Street resi-

dents. 

Board members reviewed the elevations of the proposed building. 

Mrs. desJardins stated that the surrounding property owners were notified.  She noted that one 

property owner expressed concern about the proposed dumpster location on the east side of 

the building.  Mr. Burkhart responded that there really is no other logical location for the dump-

ster.   

In response to a question from Mr. Geraci, Mr. Lantaff stated that there would be no food waste 

generated, and most of the items placed in the dumpster would be cardboard and business 

waste. 

It was determined that approximately five (5) trees would be taken down in order to construct 

the building, and several new trees would be planted along Camp Road and Franklin Street. 
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Mr. Lantaff stated that a few times a month, a tractor trailer would make a delivery for his busi-

ness.  He noted that there would be room for the tractor trailer to maneuver in and out of the 

site. 

Mr. Chapman made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mahoney, to schedule a public hearing to be 

held on April 17, 2019.  Carried. 

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 

 

Planning Board review of proposal to rezone certain properties in the Clark Street, 
Bayview Road and Armor Duells Road area from C-1 to R-1 

Mr. Chapman made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schawel, to recommend that the Town Board 
proceed with the proposed rezoning.  Carried. 

 

Planning Board review of proposal to rezone property north of Mosey Lane, east of the 
McKinley Mall 

Board members discussed the six (6) parcels in question, all of which are zoned R-2.  It was 
determined that parcel 1 and parcel 2 are considered parkland, and the other four (4) small par-
cels are not.   

Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Monaco, to recommend that the Town Board 
rezone parcels 1 and 2 to PR, and that parcels 3, 4, 5 and 6 be offered to the adjacent property 
owners.  If the adjacent property owners do not wish to purchase those parcels, then those par-
cels should be rezoned to PR.  Carried. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Geraci made a motion, seconded by Mr. Monaco, to approve the minutes of March 20, 
2019.  Carried. 

Mr. Schawel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Geraci, to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 7:45 P.M.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Doug Schawel, Secretary 

April 8, 2019 


