
8‐5‐2019 Town Board Work Session    1 
 

TOWN BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

 James M. Shaw   Supervisor 
 Thomas Best, Jr.           Councilman  
 Elizabeth Farrell Councilwoman 
 Michael Mosey Councilman 
 Michael Petrie Councilman 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk; Steven Walters, Town Attorney; 
Kenneth Farrell, Deputy Town Attorney;   Gregory Wickett, Police Chief;  Pat Ryan, Director of 
Buildings and Grounds;  Michael Quinn, Engineering Consultant;  Alissa Pielaszkiewicz, 
Personnel Clerk; Christopher Hull, Director of Community Development; Kimberly Sessanna, 
Assistant Accountant, Ted Casey; Highway Superintendent;  Chuck Naughton, Human Resource 
Consultant; Roger Gibson, Supervising Code Enforcement Officer; Joseph Wenzel, Deputy 
Director Recreation Department; Mark Lorquet, Chairman of Conservation Board;  Michael 
Jablonski, Conservation Board Member 
 
1. 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board convene the Work Session to order at 5:30 P.M. 
 
On a motion of Supervisor Shaw, seconded by Councilwoman Farrell, the following resolution 
was 
ADOPTED  Ayes           5 Shaw, Farrell, Petrie, Best, Mosey  
   Noes     0 
   Abstained  0           
 
Supervisor Shaw addressed the Town Board concerning potential leaks from previous executive 
session meetings.  He asked that this town board and members attending the executive session 
maintain the rules of executive session.   
 
Councilman Best also believes that there have been some leaks in the past and that only the 
necessary members should be in attendance during executive session. 
 
Councilman Petrie believes that executive session is being used too loosely and the Town Board 
needs to use executive session appropriately.  Supervisor Shaw agrees that going into executive 
session needs to be for the correct reason according to the law but the integrity of executive 
session needs to be maintained.   
 
Councilman Best would like to address when certain resolutions are not being followed. 
Specifically, the Deputy Town Attorney Kenneth Farrell acted against the instructions of a Town 
Board resolution.  Supervisor Shaw advised that he is currently investigating these matters and 
will report back to the board.   
 
Supervisor Shaw asked Kenneth Farrell for an update on the Fuel conversation process.  Kenneth 
Farrell was under the impression that the Town Boards directive was to wait until the generator 
was installed before transferring from Mobil to Kwik Fill.  Councilman Best indicates that this is 
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incorrect.  Councilman Best stated that he had concerns for the length of time for the install of 
the generator.  Supervisor Shaw questions why we are only sending a cancellation of service 
letter to Fleet Fuel but not Mobil considering they have had a long time relationship with the 
Town of Hamburg.  Kenneth Farrell explains that the contract provides a very vague provision in 
the Fleet contract but no notice is specifically required, per the contract.   
 
Ted Casey advised that he has spoken with the owner of the Mobil station and also agrees that a 
proper notice should be given to this long term service client to the town.  Ted also stated that he 
understands the need for the generator but the need for the highway vehicles to access the Kwik 
Fill stations is the originally need for the change in fuel provider.   
 
Kenneth Farrell provided some background to how the dealings with the generator and building 
permit process were progressing along.   
 
Supervisor Shaw and Councilman Best questioned why a letter was sent in August and not 2 
months ago. 
 
Steve Walters reaffirmed what they believed the instructions for termination of Mobil service 
were.   
 
Supervisor Shaw discussed with the Town Board the current status of the Snowmobile Club barn 
construction. Supervisor asked for an update from legal on their assistance with the legal matters.   
Steve Walters advises that a response was provided to them.  Supervisor Shaw would like a 
memo from the Legal Department in response to Evans Insurance proposal for the Snowmobile 
Club. 
 
Councilman Best asked an update of the LENS process.  Alissa Pielaszkiewicz advised that she 
has been updating the program for previously hire and that going forward, all new hires that 
drive for the town will be added to the LENS program.  Councilwoman Farrell reiterates the 
need for this system to be utilized by the Town.   
 
Councilman Best asked for the Town Board to hear from Mark Loquet and Michael Jablonski, 
from the Conservation Board.  Mark advised that the process for building new residential houses 
is not being followed correctly.  The Conservation Board is not being consulted.  Councilman 
Best advises that we have recently appointed more experienced members and steering away from 
the political hires.  Mr. Jablonski questions how each of these boards talks with each other.   
Supervisor Shaw would like to setup a meeting with the necessary parties to solve some of these 
issues.   
 
Town Board discusses the agenda items 
 
Steven Walters provided some background to Resolution #10.  The Town Board discusses the 
potential issues with Chief Wickett.   
 
Supervisor Shaw asked for the Legal Department to provide the potential cost of alienation for 
land located at Cloverbank and Lake Shore Rd.  
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Supervisor Shaw asked that the department heads review the inventory of machinery and report 
back information to their board liaison.  Supervisor Shaw proposed that when large/expensive 
equipment requests are submitted for the agenda, department heads provide a rational to Board 
liaisons before the work session.   
 
Councilwoman Farrell comments that she has discussed with the departments she represents to 
plan accordingly for the future needs and maintaining an accurate inventory.   
 
Supervisor Shaw would like to explore different options in storage for heavy machinery to 
prolong life of equipment.  Ted Casey and Pat Ryan both comment that they have been looking 
into temporary storage.   
 
Councilman Best asked who tracks the time that is being reported on resolution #20.  Steve 
Walters explains that the individuals are attesting to the time worked for a standard work week.   
 
Agenda Item #21 amended to add “to fill a vacancy once held by Janet Plarr” 
 
Councilman Petrie discussed the plans he has designed for the Town Park Playgrounds.  Joseph 
Wenzel provided the position from the Recreation Department.  There is some concern that the 
future needs of Recreation facilities will require the use of these funds.  Pat Ryan understands the 
needs to improve our parks but it is his believe that, next year, Buildings and Grounds will have 
more manpower and funds available since the Town of Hamburg will no longer be handling 
Woodlawn.   
 
Supervisor Shaw expressed concerns of using three quarters of this fund when recreation 
facilities could require necessary improvements in the future.   
 
Councilman Petrie believes that the state of the playgrounds in the town warrants being 
addressed, not all, but the presentation provided to the public outlines the necessary playgrounds 
that need to be addressed.   
 
Supervisor Shaw asked for the Tot Lots purchased last year to be installed in the next 2 months 
at selected areas.  Councilman Petrie and Pat Ryan will inquire with the installer as to a 
timeframe for installation.      
 
The Board members are in agreement that funds need to allocated for these playgrounds but the 
allocation of $300K at this time seems to be premature without a plan that all impacted 
departments can agree on.   
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2. 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board adjourns the Work Session at 7:03 P.M. and moves into the 
Town Board Meeting.  
 
On a motion of Supervisor Shaw, seconded by Councilwoman Farrell, the following resolution 
was 
ADOPTED  Ayes 5    Shaw, Farrell, Petrie, Best, Mosey 

Noes 0 
Abstained 0  
 
 
 


