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TOWN BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 

 James M. Shaw   Supervisor 

 Elizabeth Farrell Councilwoman 

 Michael Mosey Councilman 

 Michael Petrie Councilman 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk; Steven Walters, Town Attorney; 

Kenneth Farrell, Deputy Town Attorney;  Jim Koch, Police Captain;  Pat Ryan, Director of 

Buildings and Grounds;  Michael Quinn, Engineering Consultant;  Alissa Pielaszkiewicz, 

Personnel Clerk; Christopher Hull, Director of Community Development; Jen Robertson, IT 

Director; Samantha Tarczynski, Finance Director; Drew Riley, Planning Consultant; Jerry 

Giglio, Traffic Safety Coordinator; William Clark, Chairman of Planning Board;  

 

1. 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board convene the Work Session to order at 5:30 P.M. 

 

On a motion of Supervisor Shaw, seconded by Councilwoman Farrell, the following resolution 

was 

ADOPTED  Ayes          4  Shaw, Farrell, Petrie, Mosey  

   Noes     0 

   Abstained  0           

 

2. 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board adjourns the Work Session at 5: 30 P.M. and moves into the 

Executive Work Session for the discussion of three (3) items; 1. Article 78 proceeding in which 

the town has been named a respondent; 2. Town initiated lawsuit; 3. Personnel issue concerning 

an item on the agenda for consideration. 

 

On a motion of Supervisor Shaw, seconded by Councilwoman Farrell, the following resolution 

was 

ADOPTED   Ayes   4  Shaw, Farrell, Mosey, Petrie,  

Noes   0 

Abstained  0  

 

Supervisor Shaw invited Mr. William Clark, Chairman, Planning Board, and Mr. Drew Riley, 

Planning Consultant, to remain for the first item of discussion during the Executive Session. 

Supervisor Shaw advised Ms. Samantha Tarczynski, Finance Director, and Ms. Alissa 

Pielaszkiewicz, Personnel Clerk, that they would be invited to discuss the second item. 

 

3. 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board adjourns the Executive Work Session at 6:18 P.M. and 

moves into the Work Session.  

 

On a motion of Supervisor Shaw, seconded by Councilwoman Farrell, the following resolution 

was 
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ADOPTED   Ayes   4  Shaw, Farrell, Mosey, Petrie,  

Noes   0 

Abstained  0  

 

 

Supervisor Shaw opened by referencing an inquiry sent to the town by the Village of Blasdell 

alleging the failure of a drainage dam at McKinley Mall.  The failure of the dam may pose an 

immediate danger to the village.  Mr. Shaw continued that he spoke with Tom Lardo, 

Engineering Inspector, and he does not disagree with the contention that the Village may be 

inundated with an excess of water resulting from failure of the dam.  The dam in question needs 

to be cleaned and brush, mud, and other debris cleared from the area.  Mr. Lardo also conveyed 

that that upon the construction of the McKinley Mall an agreement was put in place requiring the 

Mall ownership to build and maintain certain dams and detention ponds.  Mr. Shaw stated that 

the agreement remains in place and that Woodmont Co., the receiver of the McKinley Mall, 

needs to be notified and informed of the situation. 

 

Mr. Shaw stated that the Aspire project would need to be addressed on October 21, 2019. 

 

Mr. Shaw opened the floor for any additional topics for discussion that are not on the agenda. 

 

A recommendation has been made by the Chief Court Clerk to update the fine structure for 

parking violations within the town.  They are currently set at $20 with the fine escalating to $40 

if not paid after ten (10) days. 

 

Councilman Mosey stated that he believed the fine and late penalty should be increased. 

 

Councilman Petrie stated that he did not want to raise the fines for parking violations. 

 

Councilwoman Farrell said she would support raising the fines.  She added some consistency 

with the villages may want to be considered.   

 

Mr. Steven Walters, Town Attorney, offered a scenario in which the board may want to consider 

and stave off a decision until the Town Code is updated.  Efforts are currently underway to 

update, amend, change, and bring the Town Code up to date.  Fines and penalties will be 

changed to include the stipulation that they may be set “as determined by the board” and 

therefore done by resolution rather than local law.  The code revisions and updates would be 

subject to approval by local law. 

 

Highway Superintendent Ted Casey asked what the issue was relative to the current price 

structure and offered the opinion that before any governmental entity raises fines or fees that 

there should be a “rock solid” reason behind the decision. 

 

Supervisor Shaw explained that the Chief Court Clerk explained that the cost of a ticket and the 

cost of the beach sticker are the same so people are taking a chance at avoiding a parking ticket 

rather than get the sticker.  In other words, it is not punitive enough.  Also, the cost for 
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processing the tickets, chasing down scofflaws, and administrative costs have increased 

considerably since the fine structure was set years ago. 

 

Mr. Casey followed up by asking where the bulk of tickets were being written and if they were 

being written at single family or multi-family units.  

 

Police Captain Jim Koch responded that there is a close balance between tickets written for the 

beach in the summer and parking in the winter.  He continued that during the winter the tickets 

would be at single family homes because the multi-family units are not on the road and often 

have their own parking lots and snow removal. 

 

Mr. Shaw asked if the board members were content to wait for the code to be changed and was 

given no objections. 

 

Councilwoman Farrell asked that the RFP and procurement process be looked at by the legal 

department. 

 

Councilwoman Farrell updated the board on the status of the transition to Quik-Fil.  The majority 

of work has been completed; the generators are expected in a few weeks and will be installed 

ASAP. 

 

Councilwoman Farrell stated she has gotten multiple calls regarding Amsdell Road closure.  

Supervisor Shaw stated he believed some infrastructure issues were in play and a question about 

who is responsible for them.   

 

Councilwoman Farrell has also been receiving calls about the 179 Construction and the dust 

being created by the project. 

 

Councilman Mosey asked for another update regarding Brompton.  Mr. Casey responded that it 

has now been sent to traffic safety committee.  Once reviewed it will be sent back to highway to 

be sent out for bid. 

 

Mr. Michael Quinn, Engineering Consultant, stated that he had the list of energy improvement 

measures compiled by Wendel and will give a copy to each councilmember.  The next step will 

be a meeting with all councilmembers and Wendel to discuss the suggested changes.  Supervisor 

Shaw stated that they would like to do so in October. 

 

Supervisor Shaw began to review the agenda and asked who would stand in for Councilman Best 

and make a motion on the minutes and then Item #4.  Councilman Mosey stated that he would do 

so on both. 

 

Item #5 Supervisor Shaw and Councilwoman Farrell discussed making a motion to deny the 

request and she agreed to do so. 

 

Item #6 Mr. Shaw asked Ms. Tarczynski if she had any objection to the transfer to which she 

replied she did not. 
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Supervisor Shaw stated that the Beach Rake was very expensive and asked Mr. Pat Ryan, 

Director of Buildings and Grounds, why a new beach rake was needed.  He responded that the 

present one is very old and they would be losing the use of the one at Woodlawn because it is 

owned by the state.  Councilwoman Farrell asked about the path for funding and use of the 

launch dredging account.  Mr. Ryan and Samantha Tarczynski both responded that it is an 

acceptable use of funds, has been done similarly in the past, will make it unnecessary to budget 

for the rake in next year’s budget, etc.  Mr. Ryan also stated that the Beach Rake is a one-time 

purchase and not a recurring expense. 

 

Item #8 – Church on Fourth Street in Woodlawn 

 

Item #9 – Hostage Negotiator Training Conference. Councilman Mosey offered to move the 

item. 

 

Ms. Tarczynski mentioned that in the 2019 Budget drug seizure money in the amount of $15K 

was put aside for such purposes.  Supervisor Shaw stated that no drug forfeiture money has been 

used for this purpose to date.  Stated that it would be reviewed in the 2020 budget discussions. 

 

Item #10 – No discussion 

 

Item #11 – South Park and Pearl Street Culvert Clean Up – Mr. Casey stated “What is required 

in that resolution is news to me.”  Supervisor Shaw explained that it was not authorizing repair of 

the culvert, but rather the removal of sediment and overgrown vegetation.  Mr. Quinn stated that 

fifty (50) feet of pipe needs to be replaced.  Supervisor Shaw said there was still a question as to 

whether the town or DOT should absorb the cost of replacing the pipe.  Supervisor Shaw then 

asked Mr. Quinn if the proposal in the resolution to regrade and clean out the sediment and 

vegetation was needed.  Mr. Quinn responded that it was not because the pipe was collapsed and 

needed to repaired, not cleaned. The question of right of access was brought up to which Mr. 

Walters responded that the legal department was prepared with a resolution to address the issue. 

Supervisor Shaw proposed that the resolution be withdrawn, but stated that it had to be dealt with 

by October 21
st
.   

 

Mr. Casey stated that although he had not been out to look at the site he believed that the 

Highway Department had the skill set to replace the needed portion of pipe.  He added that the 

question of who is responsible for fixing the problem was still at hand and that money was not 

budgeted for the project and already have more projects on the docket than they will be able to 

get to this year.  He added, “I’m here to help, but we have lots of priorities, this is not the 

exception.”  Supervisor Shaw asked that it be made a priority to avoid flooding of property and 

their basements during the winter months and Spring thaw. 

 

Councilman Mosey asked if the Village of Blasdell government had any responsibility to 

respond to which he was told they were not because it does not service the village.  

 

Item #12 – Councilwoman Farrell to propose an amendment.  Mr. Ryan asked why the item was 

being amended.  Supervisior Shaw stated that they were not sure if protocol had been followed 
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pertaining to a particular appointee and an issue in their past.  He continued that Mr. Ryan could 

then answer questions regarding the appointment and request again at the October 21
st
 meeting.  

Mr. Ryan stated that the Union will file a grievance over the denial and that the proposed 

appointee is qualified for the position. Supervisor Shaw reiterated that a decision could be made 

on the 21
st
 concerning the present individual or another person.   

 

Item #14 – No issues 

 

Item #15 – Will be presented on the floor 

 

Item #16 – Councilman Mosey to move for approval. 

 

Item #17 – Bid Award – Fund will be reimburse, phase 1, from sale of real estate.  Ms. 

Tarczynski stated that $37K payment is included in Supervisor’s budget and will come from 

money encumbered last year and partially from sale of property. 

 

Item #18 – Lake Shore Fire 

 

Item #19 – Consulting Contract – Mr. Shaw reminded members that this item was discussed in 

executive session. 

 

4. 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board adjourns the Work Session at 8:03 P.M. and moves into the 

Town Board Meeting.  

 

On a motion of Supervisor Shaw, seconded by Councilman Mosey, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED  Ayes 4    Shaw, Farrell, Petrie, Mosey 

Noes 0 

Abstained 0  

 

 

 


