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TOWN BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 

                   James M. Shaw              Supervisor 

                   Thomas Best, Jr.             Councilman                   

                   Elizabeth Farrell              Councilwoman 

                   Michael Mosey               Councilman 

                   Michael Petrie                 Councilman 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk; Steven Walters, Town Attorney; Gregory 

Wickett, Chief of Police;  Michael Quinn, Engineering Consultant;  Jennifer Robertson, IT 

Director; Alissa Pielaszkiewicz, Personnel Clerk; Christopher Hull, Director of Community 

Development; Kimberly Sessanna, Assistant Accountant; Sean Crotty, Senior Public Safety 

Dispatcher;  Ted Casey, Highway Superintendent; Mark Loraquet, Chairman, Conservation 

Board; 

 

1. 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board convene the Work Session to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 

On a motion of Supervisor Shaw, seconded by Councilwoman Farrell, the following resolution 

was 

 

ADOPTED  Ayes           5 Shaw, Farrell, Petrie, Best, Mosey  

   Noes     0 

   Abstained  0           

 

Supervisor Shaw opened the meeting with a discussion about the Halloween Night storm on 10-

31-2019 by enumerating some of the areas that experienced flooding and damage, for example; 

Lakeview Road, Mount Vernon neighborhood, and Hoover Beach.  He went on to say that 

Hoover Beach was by far hit the hardest and sustained the most damage.  Supervisor Shaw added 

that Sean Crotty, Senior Public Safety Dispatcher, was on hand at Hoover Beach during the 

storm, Highway Department personnel were present the entire day after and continue to have a 

presence there, and he was also there the morning after.  Considerable damage occurred to circa 

a dozen of the property’s break walls.  Some homes may be a total loss.  A decision on a FEMA 

designation has not been determined.  If approved it would reimburse the town for many of the 

costs associated with the storm and clean up.  However, Supervisor Shaw expressed concern 

about what could be done for residents in the short term if their homes are uninhabitable or 

another storm hits before damage is adequately addressed. 

 

Mr. Crotty requested that the county perform an individual assessment of the damage to homes 

and the one business, Bedrock Eatery.  Supervisor Shaw added that Congressman Higgins was 

on scene to assess the damage and has assigned a senior staff member, Chris Fahey, to research 

and seek out federal funding options.  Mr. Crotty stated that the Governor did declare a state of 

emergency for Erie County thereby helping the possibility of aid.  The suggestion was made that 

a call should be placed to the governor’s office to ask about the REDI grant, such as the one 

made available to residents along Lake Ontario, for our area.  It was also stated that individual 

home owners’ insurance policies will be their first option.  Michael Quinn, Engineering 
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Consultant, stated that he is available to help form an engineering perspective.  He also added 

that any project involving the lake will take time. 

 

Supervisor Shaw made the suggestion that the board should consider hosting a meeting to listen 

to residents.  Councilman Best added that the Board may not be able to pay for work on private 

property, but can advocate and help facilitate help from the state and federal governments.  Mr. 

Crotty is helping to facilitate the assessments and should be ready in a week or so.   

 

Supervisor Shaw spoke on the Agricultural Society item from two (2) weeks ago stating that he 

and Councilwoman Farrell had some communication with the board president and they will be 

meeting with the board on Saturday, November 9, 2019. 

 

Councilman Petrie reported that a group of people are looking into raising money or pursuing 

grant funding to build a skate park in town. 

 

Councilman Best asked about moratorium on commercial building.  Supervisor Shaw stated the 

group meets every two (2) weeks, has a questionnaire out and will ask for an extension from the 

board to complete the work. 

 

Process for new Police Chief?  Supervisor Shaw suggested having the two interested individuals 

from the department come in before the regular meeting on November 18
th

. 

 

Councilman Mosey stated that the RFP for LED was answered by four (4) companies.  A 

meeting is set for 11/21 to discuss the project.  Supervisor Shaw asked Mr. Quinn to take the lead 

on the meeting.  Mr. Quinn said he would like Wendel to come in and present the audit and their 

findings. 

 

Steve Walters, Town Attorney, reported that the court date concerning the asphalt plant was 

adjourned until November 14, 2019. 

 

Ted Casey, Highway Superintendent, asked about the status of the item tabled the previous week 

regarding the blue collar union.  Supervisor Shaw stated it would be voted upon at the meeting 

later in the evening. 

 

Mr. Quinn reported that the sidewalk work would begin this week and Lake View storm sewers 

will soon follow.  The sidewalks should be done in a few weeks and Lake View sewer will only 

take a few weeks as well. 

 

Councilman Mosey asked if the Supervisor had made any progress on the Emerald Ash Bore 

Beatle.  Supervisor Shaw said he sent a letter to the Association of Town Supervisors who sent a 

letter to the state delegation asking for help.  Mark Loraquet, Chair, Conservation Board, stated 

that New York has yet to recognize the issue at hand to the detriment of not only the trees, but 

also to the health, welfare and safety of citizens as the dead trees begin to shed branches and 

cause damage to homes, power lines, cars, etc.  He further states that his pleas to the state and 

elected representatives have been largely ignored.  
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Mr. Casey reported that Pearl Street and South Park is being addressed with the state.   They 

have offered the pipe and expertise to get the project done.  Should be done soon…before 

freezing. 

 

Supervisor Shaw shifted attention to discussing the agenda. 

 

Item #4 – Councilman Mosey spoke highly of Sheree Hillman and stated she would be a great 

addition to the library board. 

 

Item #12 – Councilman Mosey asked that the lighting be included in the LED project. 

 

The Audit of disbursement of funds will need to be added.  

 

Supervisor Shaw stated that he would like to add the approval of Brandon Brooks to Newton 

Abbott Fire Company as a late addition to the agenda. 

 

Councilman Mosey stated that the Smith Road drainage issue continues on the town side as 

reported by Mr. Loraquet.  Mr. Loraquet stated they would like to put a pipe down Smith Road 

to 18 Mile Creek to sit near an affluent pipe already present there.  Supervisor Shaw asked what 

properties and owners were adversely impacted.  Mr. Loraquet stated a number of names and 

owners. 

 

2. 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board adjourns the Work Session at 7:50 P.M. and moves into the 

Town Board Meeting.  

 

On a motion of Councilman Best, seconded by Councilman Mosey, the following resolution was 

 

ADOPTED  Ayes 5    Shaw, Farrell, Petrie, Best, Mosey 

Noes 0 

Abstained 0  

 

 

 


