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Town of Hamburg 

Planning Board Meeting 

November 16, 2016 

Minutes 

The Town of Hamburg Planning Board met for a Regular Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, 
November 16, 2016 in Room 7B of Hamburg Town Hall, 6100 South Park Avenue. Those 
attending included Chairman Daniel O’Connell, Vice-Chairman William Clark, Doug Schawel, 
Augie Geraci, Robert Mahoney, Al Monaco and Dennis Chapman. 

Others in attendance included Town Planner Andrew Reilly, Principal Engineer Rick Lardo and 
Attorney Ryan McCann.  

 

REGULAR MEETING 

Public Hearing - 7:00 P.M., ARR Holdings, LLC – Requesting Preliminary Approval of a 
five-lot subdivision to be located on the south side of Brierwood Lane 

Attorney Sean Hopkins, representing the applicant, stated that the proposed subdivision would 
consist of five (5) frontage lots on Bridlewood Lane. He stated that the applicant will not be 
purchasing the balance of the subject parcel, which was recently rezoned from R-A to R-2 by 
the current owner. 

In response to a question from Mr. Reilly, Mr. Lardo stated that once the electric power is 
installed in this area as a result of the subdivision, one (1) street light will probably be installed.  
He further stated that sidewalks should be required along Bridlewood Lane, but because there 
are no existing sidewalks on Abel Road, none should be required there. 

Mr. Reilly advised Attorney Hopkins that the Planning Board expects the applicant to work with 
the seller to determine how best to buffer the proposed homes along Bridlewood Lane from the 
remainder of the site. 

Andy Romanowski, applicant, stated that one (1) of the conditions associated with the purchase 
of this property is that the seller construct a berm along the rear of the proposed building lots.  
He noted that he will not close on the property until that happens. 

Mr. Schawel read the following notice of public hearing: 

“Notice is hereby given that the Town of Hamburg Planning Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
November 16, 2016 in Room 7B of Hamburg Town Hall at 7:00 P.M. regarding a proposed five-
lot subdivision proposed by ARR Holdings to be located on the south side of Bridlewood Lane, 
east of Abel Road.” 

Chairman O’Connell declared the public hearing open.  The following people spoke: 

 Jack Chiappone, 5452 Bridlewood Lane, stated that he is in favor of the proposed 
development, and he asked who will be responsible for determining how many street 
lights are installed in this area.  Chairman O’Connell responded that that is the 
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responsibility of the Engineering Department.   
 Tina Chiappone, 5452 Bridlewood Lane, stated that she is also in favor of the proposed 

development, and she asked the applicant why he is proposing five (5) building lots 
when there are four (4) across the street from this property.  Attorney Hopkins 
responded that each of the lots conforms to the Town’s bulk requirements regarding 
area, frontage, etc.  

Chairman O’Connell declared the public hearing closed. 

Mr. Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Monaco, to authorize the Planning Department to 
draft resolutions for consideration at the Board’s next meeting.  Carried. 

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 

 

Public Hearing – 7:00 P.M., Bucky Larusch – Requesting Preliminary Plat Approval of a 
two-lot subdivision to be located at 1699 Lakeview Road 

Nicole Rausch, applicant’s daughter, stated that she has met with her attorney, and an 
easement for the shared use and maintenance of the driveway is being prepared.   

Mr. Schawel read the following notice of public hearing: 

“Notice is hereby given that the Town of Hamburg Planning Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
November 16, 2016 in Room 7B of Hamburg Town Hall at 7:00 P.M. regarding a proposed two-
lot subdivision proposed by Buck Larusch to be located at 1699 Lakeview Road.” 

Chairman O’Connell declared the public hearing open.  No one spoke. 

Chairman O’Connell declared the public hearing closed. 

Mr. Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mahoney, to authorize the Planning Department to 
draft resolutions for consideration at the Board’s next meeting.  Carried. 

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 

 

Villages at Mission Hills – Requesting Preliminary Approval of a 63-lot subdivision on the 
east side of Camp Road 

Dave Manko, applicant, stated that he met with the Supervising Code Enforcement Official (Kurt 
Allen), as requested by the Planning Board at its previous meeting, and it was determined that 
condominiums are permitted in the R-4 District.   

Mr. Manko confirmed that all of the infrastructure in the development will be private. 

Mr. Reilly stated that the applicant must pay the Site Plan Review fees before a public hearing is 
scheduled.  . 

Attorney McCann discussed the proposed signage for the subdivision with the applicant and 
noted that additional research will be necessary to determine if the Planning Board will require 
proof that the Homeowners’ Association (HOA) will maintain the signage. 
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Mr. Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Geraci, to table this project.  Carried.  

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 

 

Quality Quick Signs – Requesting Planning Board approval of a new subdivision 
identification sign for Willow Ridge Subdivision (Taylor Road) 

Attorney McCann stated that the applicant has not provided the Board with proof of a restrictive 
covenant allowing the Town to assess the property owners in the subdivision in the event the 
HOA fails to maintain the sign.   

Mr. Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Chapman, to table this request.  Carried.  

 

Andy Romanowski – Requesting Preliminary Plat Approval of a five-lot subdivision to be 
located on the west side of Taylor Road, just north of the Town of Boston boundary line 

Attorney Sean Hopkins, representing the applicant, stated that a wetland analysis was 
completed by Erik Krull (Wetlands Investigation Company), and the applicant received a letter 
from Mr. Krull indicating that there are no federal or state wetlands on the site. 

Mr. Clark made the following motion, seconded by Mr. Schawel: 

“In accordance with New York State SEQR Law, the Town of Hamburg Planning Board has 
reviewed the ARR Holdings LLC five-lot subdivision to be located on Taylor Road, just north of 
the Town of Boston boundary line and held the required public hearing on November 2, 2016.  
Based on the Preliminary Plat review of the submitted materials and input from other 
departments, the Planning Board has determined that the proposed subdivision will not result in 
any significant adverse environmental impacts, and a Negative Declaration is hereby issued.” 

Carried.  

Mr. Clark made the following motion, seconded by Mr. Monaco: 

“The Hamburg Planning Board hereby grants Preliminary Plat Approval for the ARR Holdings 
LLC five-lot subdivision with the following conditions: 

1. Approval is contingent upon the Engineering Department comment letter dated 
November 16, 2016. 

2. The installation of sidewalks is waived. 
3. The filing of a Map Cover is required. 
4. A conservation easement consisting of 5.4 acres as indicated on the Preliminary Plat 

prepared by Carmina Wood Morris, DPC dated October 2,1 2016 will be reviewed and 
approved by the Planning Board attorney and then will be recorded at the Erie County 
Clerk’s office.” 

Carried.  

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Department. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

Board members discussed training opportunities for 2016. 

 

Mr. Schawel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mahoney, to approve the minutes of November 
2, 2016.  Carried. 

Mr. Schawel made a motion, seconded by Mr. Geraci, to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:45 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Doug Schawel, Secretary 

Planning Board 

Date:  November 28, 2016 

 


