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TOWN BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 

 James M. Shaw   Supervisor 

 Thomas Best, Jr.           Councilman  

 Elizabeth Farrell Councilwoman 

 Michael Mosey Councilman 

 Michael Petrie Councilman 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk; Steven Walters, Town Attorney; 

Kenneth Farrell, Deputy Town Attorney;  Gregory Wickett, Chief of Police;  Pat Ryan, Director 

of Buildings and Grounds;  Michael Quinn, Engineering Consultant;  Alissa Strauss, Personnel 

Clerk; Christopher Hull, Director of Community Development; Kimberly Sessanna, Assistant 

Accountant; Martin Denecke, Director Recreation, Youth, and Senior Services; Drew Riley, 

Planning Consultant; Samantha Tarczynski, Finance Director; Ted Casey, Highway 

Superintendent;  Jerry Giglio, Traffic Safety Coordinator and Health & Safety Coordinator; 

Jennifer Robertson, IT Director 

 

1. 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board convene the Work Session to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 

On a motion of Supervisor Shaw, seconded by Councilman Best, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED  Ayes           5 Shaw, Farrell, Petrie, Best, Mosey  

   Noes     0 

   Abstained  0           

 

Item #4 - Supervisor Shaw recognized the sponsor of the resolution, Councilman Petrie, to allow 

him to explain the purpose of it.  To provide the money up front for the Water Rescue vessel in 

order to secure a better price.  Councilman Mosey asked that the second be recorded as 

unanimous. 

 

Item #5 – Supervisor Shaw asked for an explanation from Drew Riley, Planning Consultant, who 

responded that the list was comprised using state and federal guidelines. 

 

Item #7 – Pat Ryan, Director of Buildings and Grounds (B&G) spoke on the item. 

 

Item #8 – Mr. Martin Denecke was recognized to speak on the item. 

 

Item #9 - Steven Walters, Town Attorney, suggested that the item be moved as an amendment to 

the previous incorrect resolution. 

 

Item #10 – Councilman Petrie stated that he does not support extending the moratorium.  

Councilwoman Farrell said she did not favor extending the moratorium, but did commend 

Supervisor Shaw for his efforts in putting together the committee that was created to accompany 

the moratorium and stated that it is an “extremely worthwhile committee and I thank you for 

putting that together.”  She also stated that the committee will be very helpful in crafting the 

comprehensive plan and be very helpful moving forward. 
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Item #11 – Councilman Best explained the resolution. 

 

Item #12 – Extension of the Local 1000 AFSCME, AFL-CIO contract through 2022.  

Councilman Best asked if the requirement for highway workers could be required to hold a 

Commercial Driver’s License (CDL).  Supervisor Shaw stated he spoke with the personnel 

consultant and was told the collective bargaining agreement would not be the proper place to 

insert that requirement.  Councilman Petrie stated that he supports requiring highway employees 

to have and maintain a CDL.  Mr. Walters stated it would have to be negotiated with the union.  

Highway Superintendent Ted Casey asked Supervisor Shaw to table the extension to give him 

more time to provide feedback from a managerial perspective.  Supervisor Shaw stated he would 

not table for three (3) reasons. First he believes the rate negotiated is a good and fair one and 

would like it to serve as a benchmark for the future negotiations; Second, he did not want the 

board accused of attempting to open multiple areas of the contract and damaging the good 

working relationship the town has with the bargaining unit; Third, everyone has the Collective 

Bargaining Agreement (CBA) and received an email of the proposed changes 8 or 9 days prior 

along with a request for any concerns or comments and none were received.  Supervisor Shaw 

stated further that he promised the union he would move the item forward for a vote and he was 

going to keep his word. 

 

Item #13 – Councilman Mosey provided an explanation of the item along with Supervisor Shaw. 

 

Item #14 – Supervisor Shaw asked how the playgrounds were chosen.  Councilman Petrie stated 

that the locations never had a “Tot Lot” and the plan was to bring them up to the level of the 

other parks around town. 

 

Item #15 – RFP for Appraisal Company for vacant land – East Eden Road and Chisolm Trail 

 

Item #16 – 2020 Hamburg Town Budget 

 Tax increase in town is 2.06% 

 Tax increase in the two (2) Villages is 1.56% 

 Councilman Mosey asked if reserve funds were used to keep the tax increase lower.  

Samantha Tarczynski, Director of Finance, stated that the use of the fund balance is 

similar to that has historically been used (circa $450K).  The “B” fund has typically 

yielded $1.5 million and this year it will be $1.915 million used to cover one-time costs 

such as retirements and then be brought back down in subsequent years. 

 

Councilman Petrie reiterated his concerns regarding the practice of hiring highway employees 

without CDL’s. 

 

Mr. Casey stated he would like to ask once again that the town board consider adding the $100K 

he requested to the budget for paving.  Supervisor Shaw, et al recapitulated their commitment to 

going well beyond the $100K by going to the bond market to fix the roads.  Ms. Tarczynski also 

reemphasized the need for the $100K to cover fees and costs associated with going to the bond 

market. 

 



11-18-2019 Town Board Work Session  3 
 

Ron Klimowicz (Hamburg Water Rescue) asked if the Rescue Vessel was funded. He was told 

yes. 

 

Reanna Krautsack (4229 Beetow Drvie) – Expressed her dismay over the technique and amount 

of asphalt being used to fix and repair roads in the town stating that she is already seeing 

neighbors aprons crumble, streets develop waves, and other unsafe conditions.  She added that 

she considered the work being done a waste of tax dollars because the repairs will not last very 

long.  Mr. Casey responded that he relied on “industry experts” and the expertise of his foreman 

to determine the means by which to pave, repair, or fix the roads. 

 

Ms. Krautsack also asked the board if it was town policy that town owned vehicles were 

restricted from use for leisure activities or recreation.  She continued that she saw, and 

photographed, the Town Highway Superintendent’s vehicle parked outside of Regal Cinema in 

Orchard Park. 

 

Mr. Riley stated he was available for questions and reminded members that the planning board 

issued a positive declaration on the asphalt plant. 

 

Mark Lorquet (6090 Smith Road) – Pointed out that Full Circuit Baseball on Lakeview Road has 

added a building that looks nothing like the other building (one is beige and green and the other 

white and black).  He also added that the building does not have any character.  Mr. Lorquet 

stated that this is one example of why the town needs an architectural review committee.  Mr. 

Riley confirmed that the suggestion for an architectural review committee has been before the 

Code Review Committee for approximately a year, but that the Town Board needs to prioritize 

the issues and items before the committee if they are to be acted upon. 

 

Mr. Lorquet also said that he would like to see the Town Board act upon the proposed Critical 

Environmental Area around the 18 Mile Creek corridor. 

 

Ted Casey, Highway Superintendent, appeared to ask the Town Board to approve funding to 

disseminate the “Highway Department Newsletter” which is full of “vital and potentially life-

saving” information by authorizing the expenditure of funds ($2127.17) to include it as an insert 

in the Buffalo News Sunday Edition. Supervisor Shaw stated that approval could not happen at 

the present meeting because it did not have an accompanying resolution and doing a “late add” 

could only be done in the case of an emergency.  He continued by stating that a resolution was 

passed five (5) months ago prohibiting any mailing or publication expenditures over $200.00; 

Mailing may not have the name and/or picture of an elected official; item may not express 

opinion as opposed to fact.  Supervisor Shaw explained the process and procedures to follow in 

order to properly request an allocation or approval. 

 

Mr. Walters stated that the vendor’s contract at the Hamburg Library is requesting to extend their 

contract.  Supervisor Shaw instructed him to have a resolution prepared for next meeting. 

 

Deputy Town Attorney Kenneth Farrell updated the Town Board on the status of the change-

over of gas stations and sale of 352 Pleasant Ave. 
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Mike Quinn, Engineering Consultant, discussed the meeting for the LED study to be presented 

by Wendel and asked if the LED proposals were open for public viewing.  Town Clerk Catherine 

Rybczynski responded that she called the Association of Towns and was informed that they were 

required to be available and that any proprietary information could be redacted.  Mr. Quinn then 

questioned if the proposals were supposed to be in the engineering office or the Town Clerk’s 

office.  Town Clerk Rybczynski responded that the RFP stated that the proposals were to be sent 

to the Town Clerk’s office.  Mr. Walters agreed and added that the RFP does state that the 

proposals were to be delivered to the Town Clerks office and that the RFP also directs 

respondents to note any proprietary information contained within their submitted proposals to be 

redacted in the event that a member of the public request to view the proposal.  Town Clerk 

Rybczynski stated that a resident did request to view one of the proposals and that under the law 

(FOIL) the Town Clerk’s office is required to make the proposal available for viewing.  

Councilman Best added that the RFP process for Engineering should be as transparent as 

possible. 

 

Supervisor Shaw announced that a public forum will be held on Wednesday, November 20, 

2019, to discuss the recent storm damage on the lake shore.  Representatives from various levels 

of government will be on hand. 

 

2. 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board adjourns the Work Session at 8:00 P.M. and moves into the 

Town Board Meeting.  

 

On a motion of Supervisor Shaw, seconded by Councilman Mosey, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED   

Ayes 5    Shaw, Farrell, Petrie, Best, Mosey 

Noes 0 

Abstained 0  

 

 

 


