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Town of Hamburg 

Special Planning Board Meeting 

December 30, 2020 

Minutes 

The Town of Hamburg Planning Board met for a Special Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on Wednes-

day, December 30, 2020 via Webex. Those attending included Chairman William Clark, Al 

Monaco, Robert Mahoney, Dennis Chapman, Kaitlin McCormick and Meghan Comerford. 

Others in attendance included Town Planners Sarah desJardins and  Andrew Reilly, as well 

as Planning Board Attorney Jennifer Puglisi and Town Engineer Camie Jarrell. 

Excused:  Vice-Chairman Doug Schawel 

 

2816 Pleasant Avenue – Requesting a Site Plan Waiver for a same-day Covid testing 

site 

Attorney Corey Auerbach from Barclay Damon, representing Praesidium Diagnostics LLC, 

stated that the proposal is to operate a same-day Covid testing site on Dr. Sharma’s proper-

ty on Pleasant Avenue.  He stated that two (2) temporary trailers would be brought in and a 

drive aisle that can accommodate more than 30 vehicles would be provided to avoid any 

potential impacts to Pleasant Avenue.  He noted that the testing site would use Dr. Shar-

ma’s existing curb cut on Pleasant Avenue and a small portion of the interior curbing on the 

site would be removed to access the vacant parcel where the testing would be performed. 

Attorney Auerbach stated that this testing site plans to also administer the Covid vaccine 

when it becomes available. 

Attorney Auerbach stated that the applicant is aware that millings are not allowed for the 

drive aisle.  He noted that the applicant will use concrete, stone or some other material ac-

ceptable to the Town.  He further stated that a minimal amount of site lighting is proposed 

for the safety of the customers that will be turned off at 8:00 P.M. 

Attorney Auerbach stated that the applicant does not foresee any problems with stacking of 

vehicles. 

Dr. Sharma, owner of the property, stated that it was his understanding that crushed con-

crete would be used for the drive aisles. 

In response to a question from Mrs. desJardins, Dr. Sharma stated that a generator would 

not be used for the lighting.   

In response to a question from Mr. Mahoney, Ben Sharf, applicant, stated that the proposal 

is to use LED stadium lights that would be mounted either to an existing wooded electrical 

pole, a wooden stake or the container itself and would be facing inward towards the site. 

Chairman Clark stated that the existing medical building would be between where this would 

be and any residential buildings.  
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In response to a question from Mr. Chapman, Mr. Sharf stated that the hours of operation 

would be from 8:00 AM until 7:00 PM. 

In response to a question from Mr. Monaco, Dr. Sharma stated that snow would be removed 

from the testing site and pushed onto a vacant area of the property.  He further stated that 

the current garbage bins on the property would be used and there would be a biohazard bin 

on site. 

In response to a question from Mrs. desJardins, Mr. Sharf stated that the biohazard waste 

would be removed by a contractor. 

Mr. Sharf stated that the applicant would use a custom technology platform that can control 

the number of appointments that are made, as well as not allow additional appointments to 

be made if necessary.   

Mr. Sharf stated that the applicant is in the process of getting approval to distribute Covid-19 

vaccines. 

Mrs. Comerford stated that currently the testing is not covered by customers’ insurance, 

which could be limiting the number of customers.  She asked Mr. Sharf what the peak num-

ber of customers the applicant can handle would be when the testing is covered by insur-

ance. 

Mr. Sharf responded that that would be more than one (1) lane, so a substantial number of 

cars could be accommodated, and the number of time slots available could be controlled by 

the applicant.  He further stated that vehicles would not be allowed in if the testing site is at 

capacity. 

In response to a question from Ms. McCormick, Mr. Sharf stated that currently the applicant 

is seeing approximately 50 customers per day and between three (3) and five (5) employees 

are working the testing site.  He stated that the employees would park behind the medical 

building. 

Mr. Sharf stated that Dr. Sharma has given him permission to control the parking spots that 

may need to be closed off if the testing lines are full.  He noted that Dr. Sharma’s patients 

can park in additional spaces behind the building. 

Chairman Clark asked Attorney Puglisi what the Planning Board can do if it is approached 

by residents who are concerned about the health and safety standards of a testing site like 

the one proposed.  Attorney Puglisi responded that the operating certificate for the testing 

site should be provided to the Town of Hamburg so that it is available to the public if there 

are any concerns like the ones the Chairman mentioned. 

Chairman Clark, made a motion, seconded by Ms. McCormick, to conditionally waive Site 

Plan Approval for this project with the following conditions: 

1. No outdoor generators or temporary bathrooms will be allowed. 

2. The facility will use the existing waste and biohazard disposal as the doctors’ office. 

3. No lights will be on after 8:00 PM and lighting cannot shine on existing roads. 
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4. No stacking of vehicles on Pleasant Avenue will be allowed. 

5. Millings will not be allowed, but crushed concrete, stone or gravel can be used as 

approved by the Town Engineer. 

6. The facility will file operating certificates with the Town of Hamburg. 

7. The Site Plan Waiver is contingent upon the Town of Hamburg Engineering De-

partment’s approval. 

8. 90 days after ceasing operations, all infrastructure will be removed. 

9. Approval is temporary for up to one (1) year but eligible for an extension with Plan-

ning Board approval.” 

Carried. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Ms. McCormick made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mahoney, to approve the December 2, 2020 

Planning Board minutes. Carried. 

Ms. McCormick made a motion, seconded by Mr. Monaco, to approve the December 16, 2020 

minutes.  Carried. 

Mr. Chapman made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Comerford, to adjourn the meeting.  The 

meeting was adjourned at 8:15 P.M.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Respectfully submitted, 

Kaitlin McCormick, Secretary 

January 11, 2020 


