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Hamburg Town Board Work Session 
Catherine A. Rybczynski, Town Clerk 

3-8-2021 
 

James Shaw, Supervisor                               (Present) 

Shawn Connolly, Councilmember               (Present) 

Elizabeth Farrell, Councilmember               (Present) 

Karen Hoak, Councilmember                      (Present) 

Michael Petrie, Councilmember                  (Present) 

 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Wielinski, Deputy Town Clerk; Walter Rooth III, Town Attorney; 

Christopher Hull, Director, CDBG; Jennifer Robertson, IT Director; Camie Jarrell, PE, 

Engineering Consultant; Drew Reilly, P.E., Planning Consultant; Chuck Naughton, Personnel 

Consultant; Alissa Straus, Personnel Director, Amanda Lyte, Personnel Director in Training; 

(Those attending virtually) Sarah desJardins, Planning Consultant; Ted Casey, Highway 

Superintendent 

 
1.    
RESOLVED, that the Town Board opens the Work Session at 5:30 P.M.   
On a motion of Supervisor Shaw, seconded by Councilman Petrie, the following resolution 
was   
ADOPTED    Ayes             5  Shaw, Connolly, Farrell, Hoak, Petrie  
               Noes            0   
                Abstained         0             
 
Supervisor Shaw requested all present to stand and then led the recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Supervisor Shaw stated that some items not on the agenda for the regular meeting needed 
to be discussed.  They are as follows: 

1. Evans Insurance Contract – need to decide to continue using them or put it out to an 
RFP.  The consensus was that Evans was doing a good job and currently there is not 
a need for an RFP. 

2. Appraiser Contract for Assessor’s Office – the contract with Grant Appraisal & 
Research Corp. (GAR) expired several months ago.  Dan Stafford suggested a “W-2 
situation” in conjunction with Orchard Park might be an option to consider.  GAR 
continues to provide services for the town at $35/hr.  Annually the town spends 
$55k - $60k on appraisal work at the $35/hr. rate 2 -3 days a week.  Supervisor 
Shaw, after discussion with the Board, suggested that the town should put out an 
RFP at the end of the month for appraisal services. 
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Supervisor Shaw referred to Item #22 “Approve LOSAP Additional Points” on the agenda 

stating that there was a typo in the final RESOLVED clause; “roles” should be stricken and 

“rolls” put in its place.  

The NY State Legislature passed a bill allowing the town to credit up to five (5) points per 

month to each active volunteer into the Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP) to make 

up for missed response opportunities as a result of the restrictions resulting from the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  The resolution awards two (2) points to active members. 

Councilman Petrie explained that all of the meetings, trainings, etc. have been cancelled and 

attendance at those events earn the members points toward their required 50 points per 

year. 

Councilman Petrie asked if the Zoom Meeting at 2 on Thursday was still on.  Supervisor 

Shaw responded yes and explained that the meeting will be to get updates on the bond 

projects.  Those who are unable to meet on Thursday will have another opportunity on 

Friday to submit information.  Councilman Petrie asked if the meeting could be moved to 4 

PM.  Supervisor Shaw replied that the 2 PM time was to accommodate those who worked 

until 3 PM.  Supervisor Shaw stated he would get any written information to Mr. Petrie. 

Councilwoman Farrell informed the Board that the Rejuvenation Committee is trying to put 

their events for the year together.  The clean-up they have a plan to go forward.  They 

would like to get guidance from the Board on The Blast on the Beach.  Specifically the 

Committee wanted to know if the town would be willing to assist in making up any 

shortfall in fundraising to cover costs associated with the event (fireworks, inflatables, 

etc.).  Also, they asked if the town would be willing to authorize the overtime needed for 

town employees to be on site assisting with the event. 

Councilman Connolly asked how much the Committee may need to make up their budget 

short fall.  Councilwoman Farrell stated it was difficult to determine. 

Councilwoman Hoak asked what has been spent in the past years.  Councilwoman Farrell 

replied the town portion has been $5K, but she would find out the total. 

Supervisor Shaw stated he did not know what the state might do, but felt that it would be 

worthwhile to go forward. 

Councilman Connolly agreed and stated that if there are shortfalls the town board should 

be willing to assist in paying for the event.  He asked for a range in an amount that may be 

needed. 
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Deputy Town Clerk Brian Wielinski added that although the St. Patrick’s Day Parade was 

cancelled that the Dyngus Day Parade was still going to be held and there may be 

something to be learned from their experience. 

Councilman Petrie also stated that if they were short he was ok with it (assisting with 

funding). 

Councilwoman Farrell stated that the amount budgeted for the large trash pick-up is not 

sufficient to cover the amount owed for the service.  It is $5400.00 short.  Samantha 

Tarczynski, Finance Director, stated that a budget transfer should occur within the 

Highway Department and next year he should account for the increase in his budget 

request.   

Ted Casey, Highway Superintendent asked for clarification on what the “B” fund was and 

the situation with the large trash pick-up budgeted amount.  Ms. Tarczynski clarified the 

recommendation she made. 

Councilwoman Farrell stated that the Code Review Committee will review the Mixed Use 

Zoning proposal. 

The floor was turned over to Andrew Reilly for his presentation.  (SEE ATTACHED) 

The Town Board reviewed the agenda for the meeting to follow the work session. 
 
(Councilman Connolly informed the Board that he will be unable to attend the meeting on 
April 5th) 
 
Item #22 – Amend to correct spelling of “roles” to “rolls” 
Item #23 – Fire Chiefs have not yet forwarded the newly elected members who will serve 
as liaisons but they will be plugged in when they are received. 
Item #24 – Amend to add member: Mark Byrne of Vanner Insurance Agency. 
 
Camie Jarrell, Town Engineer, gave an update of projects in process at the behest of 
Supervisor Shaw.  Asked for an update on easements to be forwarded to him. 
 
Supervisor Shaw asked about the Columbia Ave. work (Jack O’Neil) – Walter Rooth, Town 
Attorney stated that Mr. O’Neil is resisting using a town hired contractor and is attempting 
to use his own contractor that may have a “more expansive” view of the work to be 
performed on the “town’s dime.”   
 
Councilwoman Farrell asked for an update on the drainage issue adjacent to the Draudt 
Farm.  Supervisor Shaw stated that he has called but has not heard back from Mr. Draudt. 
 
Samantha Tarczynski, Finance Director, provided an update on the KVS project.  She will be 
setting up times with everyone to answer questions.  Still in Phase I and have not been able 
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to print checks since the last Board Meeting.  Ms. Tarczynski added that “necessary 
payments are being made through alternative methods” to M&T Bank, KVS, et al. and she 
will assess the need for expedited checks at the Department Head Meeting tomorrow.   She 
added that “this is not discouraging information whatsoever . . . these really are simple 
kinks that the company is handling to the best of their ability and exactly why we are 
receiving such a good discount to be the beta client.” 
 
Supervisor Shaw welcomed Amanda Lyle as the new Director of Personnel.  Ms. Strauss will 
be departing on March 19th.  Supervisor Shaw stated that the Town Board will have a 
Proclamation for Ms. Strauss at the meeting to be held March 22, 2021.   
 
2.    
RESOLVED, that the Town Board adjourns the Work Session at 6:50 P.M.   
On a motion of Supervisor Shaw, seconded by Councilman Petrie, the following resolution 
was   
ADOPTED    Ayes             5  Shaw, Connolly, Farrell, Hoak, Petrie  
               Noes            0   
                Abstained         0             
 
The Work Session was brought to a close at 6:50 PM. 
 
Open Meetings Law, Public Officers Law, Article 7, §106.  Minutes.  

Minutes shall be taken at all open meetings of a public body which shall consist of a 
record or summary of all motions, proposals, resolutions and any other matter 
formally voted upon and the vote thereon.  

These minutes are an unofficial copy unless the original signature of the Deputy 
Town Clerk is affixed below. The original official paper minutes are stored in the 
Town’s vault.  

 

 ___________________________________________ 

       Brian Wielinski 
                                                                                       Deputy Town Clerk     
    

 

 

 

 


