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Hamburg Town Board Work Session 
Catherine A. Rybczynski, Town Clerk 

4.5.2021 
 

James Shaw, Supervisor                              (Present) 

Shawn Connolly, Councilmember               (Excused) 

Elizabeth Farrell, Councilmember               (Present - Virtually) 

Karen Hoak, Councilmember                      (Present - Virtually) 

Michael Petrie, Councilmember                  (Present) 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk; Walter Rooth III, Town Attorney; Tom 

Lardo, Engineering; Jason Bock, IT Assistant; Kevin Trask, Chief, HPD; Patrick Ryan, Director 

of Buildings and Grounds; Roger Gibson, Chief Code Enforcement Officer; Samantha 

Tarczynski, Budget Director  

 
1.    
RESOLVED, that the Town Board opens the Work Session at 5:30 P.M.   
On a motion of Supervisor Shaw, seconded by Councilwoman Hoak, the following resolution 
was   
ADOPTED    Ayes             4   Shaw, Farrell, Hoak, Petrie  
               Noes            0   
                Absent         1            Connolly 
 
Supervisor Shaw opened the meeting with a discussion about Item #3 Legal Notice – Flood 
Prevention, stating that it is the subject of a Public Hearing this evening and a negative declaration 
is also on the agenda.  He continued that the item is time sensitive and Deputy Town Attorney Mark 
Wahling advised the board to approve the measure this evening. 
 
Supervisor Shaw then brought up Item #23 an item to approve an historic marker at site of old 
Foit’s Restaurant. 
 
Supervisor Shaw then stated that numerous drainage items were coming up at the next meeting.  
He is suggesting that the Board employ an engineer to advise the Board as GHD is one of the bidders 
under consideration.  Tom Lardo suggested Nussbaumer & Clark.  Supervisor Shaw stated that he 
believed five (5) hours at $150.00 per hour would suffice. 
 
The next item Supervisor Shaw brought up was the proposed managerial confidential rules draft.  
He stated another meeting took place recently; it has been reviewed by Chuck Naughton and he 
would like it to be considered soon. 
 
The next topic of discussion was Item #25 Police Building Project.  Supervisor Shaw stated that 
some details have changed and it is still being discussed as to what department will go into the 
space.  The Chamber of Commerce and Domestic Violence do not want to use the space.  Supervisor 
Shaw suggested the Board wait for a short time to get some answers.  Councilman Petrie expressed 
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a desire to move forward and let the consultant bring some ideas back.  Councilwoman Hoak 
thought a step back would be a prudent idea and supported doing so.  Councilwoman Farrell stated 
that the HIDA was looking at some other options and may not be willing to move to the space and 
added that she did not want to delay the project if it would cause further delays down the line.  
Supervisor Shaw stated he would like to remove Item #25 and learn more about what will happen 
with the space prior to signing a contract. 
 
Samantha Tarczynski, Budget Director, asked if the use of the space could be discussed at a 
department head meeting. 
 
Supervisor Shaw asked Pat Ryan, Director of Buildings & Grounds, who should draw up the specs 
for asbestos removal.  Mr. Ryan responded that Tim Willard and Ray Pawlowski should take the 
lead on the project. 
 
Supervisor Shaw stated that he was finished with the items he wanted to discuss from the agenda 
and opened the floor to the board members. 
 
Councilman Petrie asked to discuss a residency requirement for managerial confidential stating 
that the Board had the ability to “overlook” that requirement and felt that no exceptions should be 
made.  Councilwoman Farrell asked what would happen if two spouses had residency requirements 
for their employment.  Supervisor Shaw stated that there is a difference between a domicile and 
residence and continued that more information will be forth coming for a future discussion. 
 
Supervisor Shaw opened the floor to Board Members to bring up any issues or items outside of the 
agenda. 
 
Councilwoman Farrell stated that the Blast on the Beach would not be held this year. 
 
Supervisor Shaw addressed the agenda items.  The items that were discussed in detail are as 
follows:   
Item #3 – Supervisor Shaw informed the Board that there is a Public Hearing on proposed Local 
Law #4-2021 amending Chapter 115 of the town code title “Flood Damage Prevention.”  He stated 
that a negative declaration was also included further down the agenda and Mark Walling, Deputy 
Town Attorney, has advised the Board to approve the item at the meeting tonight. The additional 
Items are numbers 12 and 13 on the agenda entitled “Resolution – Flood damage Prevention 
NegDec” and “Resolution – Flood Damage Prevention Law SEQR,” respectively. 
 
Councilman Petrie will read the Items in Councilman Connolly’s place. 
 
Item #8 – Proclamation – Vincent Pupo III Retirement:  Supervisor Shaw asked Town Clerk 
Catherine Rybczynski if she wanted to read the proclamation since it was prepared by her office.  
She said she would read the proclamation. 
 
Item #16 - Marina Feasibility Study:  Edgewater is the unanimous recommendation of the Shoreline 
Revitalization Committee. 
 
Item #18 - 18 Mile Creek Golf Course Concessions RFP: Vendor not returning from last year. 
Item #19 – Golf Cart Lease – Need to increase the number of carts because of COVID requirements. 
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Item #26 – PBA & Command Officer MOAs: Change the length of time an officer may receive 
hospitalization and major medical coverage.  It is a one-time agreement and non-binding on future 
town board. 
 
No further discussion of the agenda took place. 
 
Ms. Tarczynski asked Supervisor Shaw if he wanted an update on the KVS progress to which he 
answered, “No.” 
 
Pat Ryan, B&G Director, asked if they would get copies of the sexual harassment policy and was 
assured they would. 
 
Councilman Petrie stated that he is concerned about the safety of the “roundabouts” or traffic 
circles in town stating that a third death around one has occurred.  He continued that the public 
needs to be better aware about pedestrians having the right of way and when to yield to other 
vehicles.  Councilwoman Farrell stated that she would address the issue with the Traffic Safety 
Committee at the next meeting on Thursday. 
 
Supervisor Shaw reported that the 25 mph signs will be up on Amsdell Road around Frontier 
Middle School this week. 
 
Supervisor Shaw informed the Board that he has begun to get calls advocating for a marijuana 
consumption or sale location to be allowed in the town. 
 
2. 
RESOLVED, that the Hamburg Town Board does hereby adjourn the work session at 6:22 P.M. 
On a motion of Supervisor Shaw, seconded by Councilman Petrie, the following resolution was   
ADOPTED    Ayes             4   Shaw, Farrell, Hoak, Petrie  
               Noes            0   
                Absent         1            Connolly 
 
The Work Session was brought to a close at 6:22 PM. 
 
Open Meetings Law, Public Officers Law, Article 7, §106.  Minutes.  

Minutes shall be taken at all open meetings of a public body which shall consist of a 
record or summary of all motions, proposals, resolutions and any other matter 
formally voted upon and the vote thereon.  

These minutes are an unofficial copy unless the original signature of the Town Clerk 
is affixed below. The original official paper minutes are stored in the Town’s vault.  

 

 ___________________________________________ 

       Catherine A. Rybczynski, R.M.C. 
                                                                                       Town Clerk        


