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Town of Hamburg 

Planning Board Meeting 

November 17, 2021 

Minutes 

The Town of Hamburg Planning Board met for a Work Session at 6:30 P.M. on Wednesday, 

November 17, 2021 in Room 7B of Hamburg Town Hall. Those attending included Chairman 

William Clark, Vice-Chairwoman Kaitlin McCormick, Bob Mahoney, Dennis Chapman, Doug 

Schawel and Megan Comerford. 

Others in attendance included Town Planners Sarah desJardins and Andrew Reilly, Town 

Engineer Camie Jarrell and Planning Board Attorney Jennifer Puglisi. 

Excused:  Al Monaco and Dennis Chapman 

 

WORK SESSION 

4097 LLC - Requesting a Special Use Permit to allow a residential use in the WC (Water-
front Commercial) district at 4097 Lake Shore Road 

Steve Geltz from Daryl Martin Architects, representing the applicant, stated that the applicant 
owns the plaza located at 4097 Lake Shore Road.  He noted that the plaza has a commercial 
use on the first floor with a second story storage area and the applicant would like to convert 
that storage space to an apartment.   

It was determined that the apartment portion of the building would be the same color as the rest 
of the building.  It was further determined that this project will be reviewed by the Shoreline Re-
vitalization Committee.   

Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mahoney, to schedule a public hearing to be 
held on December 15, 2021.  Carried. 

 

McAllister Plumbing - Requesting Site Plan Approval of a new building to be located at 
3080 Amsdell Road 

Frank Wailand, representing the applicant, stated that the applicant wishes to construct another 
building next to the existing storage building on the property.  He stated that the new cold stor-
age building would be for storage of his business materials and would duplicate the color and 
size of the existing building on the site.   

Mr. Wailand stated that the property is very well taken care of. 

In response to a question from Mr. Mahoney, Mr. Wailand stated that there would be no storage 
of any hazardous materials. 

In response to a question from Chairman Clark, Mr. Wailand agreed to investigate installing a 
few more trees along Southwestern Boulevard. 

Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schawel, to schedule a public hearing to be 
held on December 1, 2021.  Carried. 

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Board. 



Town of Hamburg Planning Board Meeting  November 17, 2021 

2 

 

Lakshimi, Inc. - Requesting Site Plan Approval of a new two-car garage to be constructed 
at 4414 Southwestern Boulevard 

Mr. Bhavin Patel, applicant, stated that he needs an attached two-car garage so that his elderly 
mother can more easily access the home.   

Mrs. desJardins stated that the applicant’s home is located in a commercial district, which is 
why Site Plan Approval is required.  She further stated that the existing home is considered le-
gal non-conforming and the garage would be located even closer to the road than the home, so 
a variance will be sought. 

Frank Wailand, representing the applicant, agreed to submit renderings of the proposed garage. 

Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Comerford, to table this project.  Carried. 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

Schmidt’s Garage - Requesting Site Plan Approval of a proposed addition to the existing 
building at 3968 Legion Drive 

Mrs. desJardins advised Board members that this project was tabled at the November Board of 
Zoning Appeals meeting and therefore would have to be tabled at this meeting as well. 

Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mahoney, to table this project.  Carried.  

 

Buffalo Solar - Requesting a Special Use Permit and Site Plan Approval of a proposed 
Tier III solar array to be located at 6271 Southwestern Boulevard 

Board members reviewed the requirements for submittal for Tier III solar arrays and determined 
that the following information still needs to be submitted: 

• The noise level at the inverters to the nearest home 

• A report from Don Wilson, wetland specialist, regarding the wetlands on the site 

• Landscaping plan 

• An explanation of how the site will be leveled and the gravel compacted  

• The number of trees that would be taken down to install the solar array and the number of 
trees that would be planted as part of the decommissioning plan 

• Information regarding where the trees that are taken down will be disposed of 

Chairman Clark expressed concern that the applicant would be cutting down a large number of 
trees, but the decommissioning plan only calls for grass to be planted in the event the solar ar-
ray is decommissioned.  He stated that if the solar array is decommissioned, the plan should be 
to plant trees and not just grass.   

In response to a question from Chairman Clark, Mrs. desJardins stated that the applicants have 
indicated that most of the trees on the site are deciduous.   

Ms. McCormick stated that the decommissioning plan does not address the removal of the 
gravel from the site, the cost of that gravel removal and the restoration of the vegetation. 
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It was determined that the decommissioning plan had been updated and Board members had 
not seen that at the time of the meeting.   It was further determined that the updated decommis-
sioning plan does include the removal of the gravel. 

Ms. McCormick stated that she is concerned that there would be move impervious surface with 
this type of solar array than with a traditional racking system.  She stated she was also con-
cerned that it might shift or move. 

Ms. Jarrell stated that in her mind, this is a gravel parking lot with solar panels on it and it is 
treated as impervious surface.  She noted that it is up to the applicant to clear loose material off 
the top and compact it if needed to make sure nothing shifts. 

It was determined that the closest solar array of this type to Hamburg is located in the Hudson 
Valley. 

Ms. Jarrell stated that she will want to see how the site will be drained and where rain water will 
go. 

In response to a question from Ms. McCormick, a representative of Buffalo Solar stated that the 
plan is to do as little site work as possible because they want the site’s integrity retained as 
much as possible. 

In response to a question from Mr. Reilly, the Buffalo Solar representative stated that they do 
plan to remove the stumps of the trees that are taken down in the area where the solar panels 
will be placed. 

Ms. Jarrell confirmed that there would be .95 acres of clearing and grubbing, as well as approx-
imately .5 acres of tree clearing with the root systems and stumps left intact. 

In response to a question from Ms. McCormick, the Buffalo Solar representative stated that 
there would be a periodic mowing plan for the area outside the .95 acres where the solar array 
would be located.  He further stated that there would be a lot of manual maintenance in the area 
outside the solar array site to keep the vegetation down. 

Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mahoney, to schedule a public hearing to be 
held on December 1, 2021.  Carried. 

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Board. 

 

EchoPark Automotive - Requesting Planning Board review of a request for incentive zon-
ing to renovate the existing building located at 3701 McKinley Parkway and re-open it as 
an EchoPark used car delivery center 

Mr. John Russ from EchoPark stated that he would be agreeable to making a monetary contri-
bution for upgrades to the park that is located just east of the McKinley Mall (Orchard Acres 
park) as an additional amenity towards the Incentive Zoning designation. 

In response to a question from Chairman Clark, Mr. Russ stated that there is a direct entrance 
into the facility.  He further noted that he would expect between four (4) and eight (8) customer 
guest visits per day.  He stated that the traffic generated from this business would be less than 
what was generated by the Pier One store. 

In response to a question from Mrs. Comerford, Mr. Russ stated that the vehicles would be de-
livered to EchoPark on an F-250 with a trailer on it.   

Mr. Russ stated that EchoPark would enhance the landscaping along McKinley Parkway. 
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It was determined that the applicant will work with the Planning Board to determine where and 
what type of landscaping should be added to the site when the applicant returns to the Planning 
Board for Site Plan Approval. 

In response to a question from Ms. McCormick, Mr. Russ stated that EchoPark would be leasing 
just the former Pier One site. 

It was determined that the Town Board would negotiate the dollar amount of the applicant’s con-
tribution towards the Orchard Acres park. 

Board members reviewed the report that will be forwarded to the Town Board. 

Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Comerford, to approve the amended report 
and forward it to the Town Board.  Carried. 

 

Dollar General - Requesting Site Plan Approval of a 10,640 sq.ft. retail store to be located 
on vacant land, southeast corner of Lake Shore Road and Big Tree Road 

In response to a question from Chairman Clark, Tara Mathias from the Broadway Group, repre-
senting the applicant, stated that approximately 200 feet of the existing sewer line will be ex-
tended by the owner of the new brewery/restaurant in this area.  She noted that this information 
means that the length of sewer line Dollar General would have to extend would be shortened 
and therefore Dollar General would not be installing a septic system.  She stated that the Long 
Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) was revised to indicate that the intention is to tie into 
the existing sewer. 

Ms. Mathias stated that the location of the flood plain elevations, as well as the regulatory 
floodway, have been added to the Site Plan.  She also noted that the landscaping plan now in-
corporates more grasses than shrubs and she planned to discuss that with the Conservation 
Advisory Board (CAB) at its November 18, 2021 meeting.   

Ms. Mathias stated that a preliminary look at the proposed minor subdivision associated with 
this project was submitted and noted that the parcel to be divided is approximately five (5) acres 
in size and would be roughly divided in half. 

Ms. Mathias stated that Mrs. desJardins helped her get on the November agenda of the CAB 
and she is attempting to get on the December agenda of the Shoreline Revitalization Commit-
tee.  She noted that she does not have a date for that meeting yet. 

Ms. Mathias stated a full set of civil plans, along with the SWPPP, was submitted to the Town 
Engineer.  

Ms. Mathias stated that she was informed by Mrs. desJardins that some of the parking stalls 
along Lake Shore Road are too close to that road and would require an area variance to remain.  
She noted that subsequent to receiving that information, those parking stalls were moved further 
away from Lake Shore Road.  She stated that this change is a positive one in that previously 
some of the landscaping was proposed behind the store to meet the landscaping requirements, 
but this new layout will provide more space to place landscaping in the front of the store and in 
the corner of the site. 

Ms. McCormick asked Ms. Mathias if it is possible to rotate the building 90 degrees so that it is 
not built in the flood plain.  Ms. Mathias responded either the building would infringe on the flood 
plan a little bit or infringe on the wetland area even more.  She noted that she is trying to pre-
serve the larger of the two (2) wetland areas.  
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In response to a comment by Ms. McCormick, Ms. Mathias stated that she has been reviewing 
the Town’s ordinances and Site Plan Review process to try and determine what the guidelines 
for the CAB are.  She stated that it appears that the CAB’s role is to help the Planning Board 
with tree species, etc.  She asked Board members if the CAB has a broader scope of review 
that is formalized somewhere that she can reference.   

Ms. McCormick responded that the CAB typically reviews what is submitted under SEQR and 
provides broader and more general environmental comments. 

Mr. Reilly stated that the CAB is an advisory board with no approval powers. 

Ms. Mathias stated that she would take the CAB’s feedback when she attends its November 
meeting. 

It was determined that the Planning Department will initiate the SEQR Coordinated Review pro-
cess. 

Ms. Mathias stated that she does not think she will get a jurisdictional determination on the wet-
lands from the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers until Spring 2022. 

In response to a comment by Mr. Reilly, Ms. Mathias agreed to have the project’s environmental 
consultant submit a letter regarding the two (2) types of endangered species that may exist on 
the site. 

Board members discussed whether the second lot created by the minor subdivision would be 
considered buildable.  It was determined that the site is zoned C-2 and would meet all bulk re-
quirements. 

Mrs. Comerford stated that she is concerned about the setback requirements and the significant 
amount of wetlands on the second lot. 

In response to a question from Mr. Reilly, Ms. Mathias stated that she would not want to label 
the second lot “unbuildable” because she believes the lot meets the Town’s bulk requirements 
for the C-2 district. 

Ms. Mathias agreed to provide a map proving that the second lot would be buildable. 

Board members agreed to wait until the Shoreline Revitalization Committee comments on the 
look of the proposed building before weighing in. 

Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Comerford, to table this project.  Carried. 

Engineering Department comments have been filed with the Planning Board. 

 

Planning Board to discuss the submitted draft Environmental Impact Statement regard-
ing the proposed Dollar General store to be located at 6505 Southwestern Boulevard 

It was determined that the DEIS was received by the Planning Department on October 26, 2021 
and it must determine whether the DEIS is considered complete by December 10, 2021. 

In response to a question from Ms. McCormick, Mr. Reilly stated that once the Planning Board 
accepts the DEIS as complete, it can hire individual experts to help review the document and 
help it prepare the final EIS. 

Ms. McCormick stated for the benefit of the members of the public in attendance that accepting 
the DEIS as complete does not mean that Board members agree with the document.  She stat-
ed that there are options to make changes to the document and to get input as needed based 
on comments made by the public, as well as Board members’ comments. 
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Mrs. desJardins assured Board members that the residents of Heltz Road are as knowledgea-
ble as the Planning Board members on the SEQR process.  She noted that they have copies of 
the DEIS and understand that they may comment at the public hearing that will be held in the 
future. 

It was determined that Mr. Reilly and Mrs. desJardins separately submitted comments to the 
Planning Board on the submitted DEIS. 

Chairman Clark made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Comerford, to table this project to December 
1, 2021 to discuss the DEIS.  Carried. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS         

Ms. McCormick made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Comerford, to approve the October 20, 2021 

meeting minutes.  Carried. 

Ms. McCormick made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Comerford, to adjourn the meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Respectfully submitted, 

Megan Comerford, Secretary 

November 26, 2021 


