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Hamburg Town Board Work Session 
Catherine A. Rybczynski, Town Clerk 

January 24, 2022 
 

 

 
Randall Hoak, Supervisor    (Present) 
Shawn Connolly, Councilmember   (Present) 
Elizabeth Farrell, Councilmember   (Excused) 
Karen Hoak, Councilmember   (Present) 
Megan Comerford, Councilmember  (Present) 
 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Catherine A. Rybczynski, Town Clerk; Walter Rooth III, Town Attorney; 
Jennifer Robertson, IT Director; Tara Rinaldi, Personnel Director; Chuck Naughton, HR 
Consultant; Sean Doyle, Hamburg IDA; Christopher Hull,  Community Development 
Director; Kim Sessanna, Acting Finance Director; Jennifer Kosmowski, Domestic Violence 
Director 
 
Supervisor Hoak opened the meeting with the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Supervisor Hoak first recognized Christopher Hull, Director, Community Development, to 
speak about a grant opportunity that became available via the NYS Assembly.  Mr. Hull 
explained that plans were being developed to bring the front entrance of Town Hall into 
compliance with ADA requirements.  Mr. Hull continued to explain that an architect has 
done preliminary work on plans and drawings.  A lift would be provided along with moving 
the Town Clerk’s exit to improve accessibility and making the tax assessor and tax receiver 
offices compliant with ADA requirements. 
 
Councilwoman Hoak asked what the timeline looks like for the project.  Mr. Hull responded 
that supply line issues, cost and scarcity of some products may delay the work, but the plan 
is to have the bid out for the work in Spring of 2022. 
 
Supervisor Hoak next shifted attention to the agenda items for the evening.   
 
Item #18 Police Vehicle – Councilwoman Hoak informed the Board that an amendment will 
be needed to add the trade-in value of the vehicle to the resolution. 
 
Supervisor Hoak stated that NYS Senator Sean Ryan secured grant money to hire a 
consultant, “Go Bike Buffalo” to work with the town, town board, and residents to connect 
neighborhoods, neighbors, parks, playgrounds, etc. 
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Supervisor Hoak recognized Mr. Andrew Reilly of Wendel to give his report.  A copy of the 
report is as follows: 

Report from Wendel – Andrew Reilly 

MEMO 

The following is an update (items underlined are new items from the last report or items needing 

the Board’s input) to the Town Board on Planning Department’s projects/activities. If you have 

any questions or need anything else, please do not hesitate to contact me. Please give me your 

input on the format of this report and what you would like to see in this monthly report to the 

Town Board or how it could change. 

Rezoning Items: 

a. Wetzl Rezoning - Site to the east of the old Wal-Mart building request for a rezoning from C-1 

to R-3 for multi-family housing along Big Tree Road. The applicant presented an alternative 

rezoning plan to the Planning Board and the applicants returned to the Town Board for your 

consideration and the Town Board did a “re-referral” to the Planning Board (Rezoning of C-1 

and R-1 property to R-3). While this rezoning application was at the Planning Board, the 

Planning Board received a subdivision application for the property to the east of this site 

(Parker Road subdivision). In reviewing these two projects, the Planning Board believes and has 

requested that the Town Board allow the Planning Board to be Lead Agency on this rezoning 

application, so that they can complete the SEQR evaluations together on these projects 

(cumulative impacts). The Town Board held the public hearing and has allowed the Planning 

Board to be SEQR Lead Agency and they continue to review the project. After SEQR is 

completed by the Planning Board, the project will return to the Town Board for action on the 

rezoning request.The Planning Board has issued a Positive Declaration on this project and the 

applicant will need to complete an EIS. Once the applicant submits a Draft Scoping document, 

the process will start. The Town Board is an Involved Agency and will be able to provide 

comment to the Planning Board throughout the EIS process. 

b. A proposed Incentive Zoning proposal was received by the Town for a McKinley Mall site. 

The Town Board has reviewed this request and in accordance with the McKinley Mall Incentive 

Zoning, has decided to entertain this request (“worthy of further consideration”) and has 

referred it to the Planning Board. The Planning Board in accordance with the Law has issued a 

report and recommendation 

(recommending the rezoning, see the report) to the Town Board. The Town Board held a public 

hearing on this application. It is our understanding that this project is not moving forward. 

c. A rezoning request by the Keroacks to rezone property on North Creek from C-1 to R-1 to 

allow the creation of two lots. The application was referred to the Planning Board and the 

Planning Board has issued their report and were split on recommending the rezoning, with a 
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majority recommending against. This is a downzoning which is typically an easier decision, but 

it does introduce the R-1 zoning district to an area predominately zoned RA (except for the 

couple of C-1 properties). The Town Board will need to hold a public hearing, make a SEQR 

decision and act on this request. 

d. People Inc. is proposing a project within the Brierwood PUD, and this request will require an 

amendment to the PUD (as it is not fully in accordance with the approved PUD plan). An 

amendment to a PUD is treated as a rezoning and the “rezoning” was referred to the Planning 

Board for input. The Planning Board is reviewing this request and will be holding a public 

information at an upcoming meeting of the Planning Board. Eventually, the Town Board will 

need to determine conformance with the SEQR Findings and decide on the amendment. 

e. West Herr Automotive Group Inc. is requesting an amendment to Section 280-321 A of the 

Hamburg Town Code and a rezoning of a property located on the northwest and northeast 

corners of Southwestern Boulevard and Brompton Drive from C-1 to C-2 in order to allow the 

construction of a new automotive dealership. This application was referred to the Planning 

Board for a report and recommendation. The Planning Board is discussing the project and will 

hold a public information meeting at their upcoming PB meeting. 

f. David Homes PUD amendment (South Shore Golf Course Site): This is an outstanding 

application before the Town and has had no activity for several years. The applicant keeps 

stating that the project will start again in the near future. 

Planning Board Meetings: 

The Planning Board held their last meeting on 1/19/22 (no approvals were given at that 

meeting). The next meeting will be held on 2/2/22. The agenda includes no new projects but 

includes the continuation of the proposal for a new Dollar General at Lakeshore and Big Tree, a 

Tier 3 solar project, an addition to an Auto collision and glass facility, an Ice cream facility and 

public information meetings on a 98-unit Townhouse project in Brierwood by DATO 

development, the West Herr rezoning request and the People Inc. project. We are still awaiting 

the scoping documents for the Wetzl rezoning and the Parker Road subdivision. 

Code review committee 

a. The committee has provided input on several potential rezoning requests. The applicants will 

need to decide on whether to proceed. 

b. A mixed-use zoning district has been completed by the Planning Board and should be 

considered by the Town Board in the future. 

c. The Comprehensive Plan Update is continuing and will be identifying other Code issues that 

will need to be addressed by the Committee. These issues can be considered even before the Plan 

is completed and adopted. The Town has also received a grant to put additional information into 

the Comprehensive Plan concerning Agriculture and to develop draft zoning revisions related to 

Agriculture (Wendel will need an official resolution by the Town Board to complete this work). 
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d. We are requesting a meeting with the Town Board at a future work session to discuss the 

status of the Comprehensive Plan and receive input on its direction. 

e. The LWRP update has started, and this may also result in zoning code revisions. 

f. Councilman Connolly and the CAB are finalizing some revisions to the proposed 18 Mile 

Creek regulations. 

g. The Town Board should begin to work again on the Camp Road Thruway interchange 

rezoning (zoning of “un-zoned lands” and potentially surrounding properties – see report 

previously given to the Town Board). This could be referred back to the committee for further 

input. 

h. For the last year, the Code Review Committee would only meet when a rezoning request was 

made to the Town, or an applicant requested a meeting. The Town may want to have additional 

meetings to address outstanding zoning issues (I can supply a copy of a report that identifies 

outstanding zoning initiatives (some are mentioned above). 

Resolutions/Actions/Public Hearings: 

There are no resolutions by the Planning Department on the Town Board agenda tonight. 

-End of Report from Drew Reilly of Wendel 

Supervisor Hoak asked the Board if they had any topics they wanted to discuss. 

Councilwoman Hoak stated she arranged a meeting with Jason Kulaszewski of the UB Regional Institute 

to bring the Supervisor up to speed and look into what may be done to secure available grant dollars for 

Hamburg.  She concluded by stating there are a lot of opportunities for funding energy saving measures. 

Councilman Connolly reported to the Board that choosing an architect for the Ice Arena is moving along 

and the list is now whittled down to three (3) firms.  A sub-committee was formed consisting of the town, 

recreation department, coaches, parents, Hamburg Hawks Hockey Assoc., members of the Recreation 

advisory board, etc. to choose an architect from among the three (3). 

Supervisor Hoak offered department heads the opportunity to report to the Board. 

Ms. Camie Jarrell, Town Engineer, stated that she is working on a break in a water pipe.  It is a smaller 

one that was not taken over by the county and will need to be addressed by the town.  She will relay 

information as it becomes available to the supervisor. 

Mr. Christopher Hull, Dir. Community Development, stated that he has issued an RFP for legal eviction 

services. 

No other Department Head Reports 
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2.    
RESOLVED, that the Town Board adjourns the Work Session at 6:09 P.M.   
On a motion of Councilwoman Hoak, seconded by Councilman Connolly, the following 
resolution was   
ADOPTED    Ayes             4   R. Hoak, Comerford, Connolly, K. Hoak 
                Noes            0   
                 Absent         0     
 
 
Open Meetings Law, Public Officers Law, Article 7, §106.  Minutes.  

Minutes shall be taken at all open meetings of a public body which shall consist of a 
record or summary of all motions, proposals, resolutions and any other matter 
formally voted upon and the vote thereon.  

These minutes are an unofficial copy unless the original signature of the Town Clerk 
is affixed below. The original official paper minutes are stored in the Town’s vault.  

 

 _____________________________________ 

       Catherine A. Rybczynski, R.M.C. 
                                                                                                       Town Clerk  
 


