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   Town of Hamburg 
Board of Zoning Appeals 

April 5, 2022 
Minutes 

  
The Town of Hamburg Board of Zoning Appeals met for a Regular Meeting on Tuesday, April 5, 
2022 at 7:00 P.M. in Room 7B of Hamburg Town Hall, 6100 South Park Avenue.  Those 
attending included Chairman Brad Rybczynski, Vice-Chairman Ric Dimpfl, Commissioner Nicole 
Falkiewicz, Commissioner Louis M. Chiacchia, Commissioner Mark Yodar and Commissioner 
Laura Hahn. 

Also in attendance were Board of Zoning of Appeals Attorney Michelle Parker and Planning 
Consultant Sarah desJardins. 

Excused:  Commissioner Jeff Adrian 

Chairman Rybczynski asked for a moment of silence in honor of those who have paid the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

Commissioner Falkiewicz read the Notice of Public Hearing. 

 

Application # 5925 4097 Lake Shore Road LLC – Requesting a use variance for a de-
tached electric message sign at 4097 Lakeshore Road 

Mr. Mitchell Donnolly from Flexlume Signs and Vincent DeMarco from VinLouie’s Pizzeria ap-
peared on behalf of the variance request.   

Mr. Donnolly stated that the applicant would like to install a new 3’ X 6’ ground sign with a mes-
sage center to improve sales for the pizzeria.  He stated that the business really needs the sign 
for better visibility and noted that Hoak’s Restaurant would also like to use the message sign.  
He stated that there would be no negative effect on the character of the neighborhood. 

Mrs. desJardins noted that electric message signs are not allowed in the zoning district in which 
this property is located. 

Mr. Donnolly stated that the applicant’s difficulty has not been self-created because of the exist-
ence of telephone poles and crosswalk signs along Lake Shore Road in this area.   

Ms. Falkiewicz asked if the applicant had competent financial evidence to provide to the Board.  
Mr. DeMarco responded that his accountant has a letter prepared that he can submit to the 
Board for review.  He further stated that the building is set back off the road and no one knows 
there is a pizzeria there. 

In response to a question from Chairman Rybczynski, Mr. DeMarco stated that he looked into 
different marketing companies and found that that avenue would be too expensive for him. 

In response to a question from Ms. Falkiewicz, Mr. DeMarco stated that he does have a regular 
sign out front but an electric message center would allow him to change specials and would be 
a significantly better return on investment.   

Findings: 

Falkiewicz made a MOTION, seconded by Mr. Dimpfl, to table this request to allow the applicant 
to provide competent financial evidence. 

All members voted in favor of the motion.  GRANTED. 
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Attorney Parker asked the applicant to also provide an analysis of what happened with his prior 
business when he added an electric message sign there.  

 

Application # 5926 West Herr Napa – Requesting two (2) area variances for additional 
wall signage at 4255 McKinley Parkway 

Mr. Chris McCaffrey with Ulrich Signs, representing the applicant, stated that a second wall sign 
on each elevation is proposed.  He stated that this facility is large and very difficult to see from 
both McKinley Parkway and Southwestern Boulevard. 

Mr. Jim Mulka, Director of Facilities for West Herr, stated this this store is called the Parts Store.  
He stated that Napa is not using that brand name anymore and is requiring West Herr to have 
“Napa Auto Parts” on the building as well as the Parts Store verbiage.      

Findings: 

Mrs. Hahn made a motion, seconded by Mr. Yodar, to approve Application # 5926. 

On the question: 

Mrs. Hahn reviewed the area variance criteria as follows: 

1. Whether the benefit sought can be achieved by other means feasible to the appli-
cant – No. 

2. Whether there would be an undesirable change in neighborhood character or to 
nearby properties – No. 

3. Whether the request is substantial – No. 

4. Whether the request will have adverse physical or environmental effects – No. 

5. Whether the alleged difficulty is self-created – Possibly, but the balance test favors 
the applicant. 

All members voted in favor of the motion.   GRANTED. 

 

Application # 5927 KB Homes LLC – Requesting an area variance for a commercial addi-
tion at 5673 McKinley Parkway 

Mr. Nick Baldo and Mr. Costa Kolinaros from Oakvale Homes appeared on behalf of the vari-
ance request. 

Mr. Baldo stated that an addition on the existing building is proposed for storage of company 
vehicles.  He noted that the building would be 25 feet from McKinley Parkway, rather than the 
required 40 feet.   

It was determined that one (1) of the existing curb cuts onto McKinley Parkway would be elimi-
nated. 

Findings: 

Ms. Falkiewicz made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dimpfl, to approve Application # 5927. 

On the question: 

Ms. Falkiewicz reviewed the area variance criteria as follows: 
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1. Whether the benefit sought can be achieved by other means feasible to the appli-
cant – No. 

2. Whether there would be an undesirable change in neighborhood character or to 
nearby properties – No. 

3. Whether the request is substantial – No.  

4. Whether the request will have adverse physical or environmental effects – No. 

5. Whether the alleged difficulty is self-created – This could be argued either way, but 
the balance test favors the applicant. 

All members voted in favor of the motion.   GRANTED. 

 

 

Mr. Dimpfl made a MOTION, seconded by Ms. Falkiewicz, to approve the minutes of March 1, 
2022.  All members voted in favor of the motion. 

Ms. Falkiewicz made a MOTION, seconded by Mr. Dimpfl, to adjourn the meeting.  All members 
voted in favor of the motion. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 P.M.  

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

      Nicole Falkiewicz, Secretary 

     Board of Zoning Appeals 

 

DATE: April 11, 2022 


